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October 7th 
Rev. Paul Aita 
Acts 10:9-16 

“A Puzzlement” 
 
 
 

October 14th  
Rev. Paul Aita 

Acts 13:1-5 
“Friends and Colleagues” 

 
 
 

 
 

October 21th 
Rev. Mark Rambo 

Acts 11:19-30 
“A Long and Winding Road” 

 
 
 

October 28th 
Rev. Mark Rambo 

Acts 16:11-15 
“Wonder Woman” 
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WINDOWS 

When I was a child, I attended a non-denominational church that 
had been started by the New York City Mission Society for 
Protestant Italian-American immigrants in Brooklyn.  Since that 
target population was relatively small, it is not surprising that the 
church did not have many member families.  We met in a building 
that had been converted from a two-story house during World War 
II, when building materials were scarce.  Thinking back on worship 
services in my childhood, I remember that the small sanctuary was 
usually full—and full to overflowing on Christmas, Easter, and other 
special occasions. 

At school, I was often the only Protestant kid in my class.  There 
were usually a few Roman Catholic students, but the vast majority 
of my classmates from kindergarten through high school were Jew-
ish.  We knew some things about each other’s faiths, but that 
knowledge was often very superficial.  (Jewish kids didn’t come to 
school on Jewish holidays, and Catholic kids took special holy days 
off, but we Protestant kids didn’t have any special days to stay home 
from school.  On the other hand, my Jewish friends couldn’t eat 
ham sandwiches, while my Catholic friends could have them except 
on Fridays, and I could have them any day.)  What we all took for 
granted at that time, however, was that everyone practiced some re-
ligion and attended worship services—usually on a regular basis.  In 
those days, religious affiliation and church attendance were part of 
the social fabric. 

Though some of us might wish for a return to that state of affairs, we 
need to recognize that that was then and this is now.  Not only that, 
but we in the Pacific Northwest live in the part of the country with 
the lowest participation in religious worship.  We have been called 
the “None Zone,” since the most common answer to a person’s reli-
gious affiliation is “None.” 

Before we get too negative about all of this, we should take the time 
to review some of the basic facts of church history—and of our Bap-
tist tradition in particular.  Clearly, in the days described in the New 
Testament book of Acts, on which our recent sermons have been 
based, people did not affiliate with the Christian community be-
cause it was the socially expected thing to do.  They made the choice  
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to be followers of Jesus and were intentional about engaging in relationships with 

others who made the same choice.  Much later, when Christianity became widespread 

in Europe and many countries had “state churches” to which everyone belonged from 

birth, Baptists were among those who emphasized that Christian faith should be a 

matter of choice and that church membership should involve an intentional covenant 

among those making that choice. 
 

We are going to observe October as Membership Month at First Baptist Church.  It 

will be a time to focus on what it means to be follower of Jesus Christ in the context of 

this congregation.  In worship during the Sundays of October, we will talk about the 

benefits and responsibilities of church membership.  We’ll talk about how one be-

comes a member of the church.    
 

We’ll invite those who have not yet been baptized to consider doing so.  We’ll invite 

those who are not members of the church to join, and those who are members to re-

affirm their membership as we culminate this emphasis during communion on Sun-

day, November 4th. 
 

If you are a member of First Baptist Church of Olympia, I’d like to ask that sometime 

during the month you fill out a pew card with your name and a brief statement on the 

back saying that you re-affirm your membership.  (If you’re unable to be at worship 

on any Sunday in October, you can e-mail, mail, or phone your statement in to the 

church office.)  If you’re not a member but are interested in becoming one, or if you 

have questions about membership and/or baptism, please use one of the same meth-

ods to let us know that so we can be of assistance you.  We hope that by doing these 

things, we will lift up the value of being a church member. 
 

Yours sincerely,  

Paul D. Aita, Interim Senior Pastor 

Pastor Paul cont... 
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October Birthdays! 

From the Pastoral Search 
Committee 

 

We have completed all the work we 
can do at this time!  We are awaiting 
applicants so we can start the inter-
viewing phase. Keep the prayers 
coming ! 

Ruby Mitchell               4 

Charlie Anderson          5 

Dave Silke                     8 

George Gauntlett          8 

Cal Lampers                  9 

Russ Harpel                 13 

Pat De Neui                 15 

Gail Aita                      15 

Rev. Paul Aita               18 

Dee Stevens                 18 

 

Women's Ministries 
is hosting a  

Baby Shower for 
Glory Nylander 

Saturday,  October 
27th  
2 pm 

in the Fireside Room 

Michael Bradburn         21 

Christian Bowman        23 

Sue Shannon                 23 

Bonnie Lampers           23 

Robin Moorhead          24 

Mark Rambo                27 

Dottie Goodrich           27 

Frank Wilson                27 

Our Children’s Church ministry needs you!  

We are looking for a few more folks who would be willing and 

excited about connecting with our children ranging in ages from 

about 5-12 years old. Children’s Church has typically run from 

September through June and is not on the first Sunday of each 

month. If we have enough leaders, each one would only take 

two months during this time period. The Children are dismissed 

during the service and there is usually about 30 minutes for the 

leader to tell a Bible story, have a simple craft (lots of Bible sto-

ry related pictures to draw are available), and provide a light 

snack. It is a fantastic opportunity to build a relationship with 

these youngsters and share the Gospel with them. If you are 

interested – please let Lela know. Thank you! 

 

Pastor Dave Silke’s 90th Birthday is October 8th:  

Let’s shower him with well wishes and  

cards! The address is 1863 Connery 

Lane East, Port Orchard, Wa 98366 

Moving forward, in faith, trusting that God goes with you and in front of you.  Open-

ing yourself to the movement of the Spirit and responding in kind.  That is the bibli-

cal witness.  That is what many of the stories we have come to love and remember 

tell us.  Abram, (before God changed his name to Abraham), in Genesis 12, responds 

to God’s call and moves his entire household, from his ancestral homeland, to an un-

known and unnamed new land.  Throughout the books of the prophets are stories of 

being called by God to GO and speak to the powers and institutions of government, 

religion and/or the people, calling them back to right relationship with God.  The dis-

ciples, the original 12’s J, called by Jesus, left behind family, businesses and every-

thing that was familiar, to follow an itinerant Rabbi who may or may not be the Cho-

sen One.  Throughout the book of Acts, we see person after person, at the invitation 

and call of the Spirit, go out, away from Jerusalem, to be witnesses of this post-

Pentecost movement, we call the “church.”  Even Jesus, Rabbi, Messiah, the Son of 

God, is driven into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit directly after his baptism.  We 

move forward, when the Spirit calls.  We move forward, where the Spirit leads. We 

move forward, even when it feels like it’s a step backwards or even if we are not sure 

what lies directly in front of us. 

I do want to thank those of you who have checked in regarding the recent congrega-

tional meeting and vote.  Both Kathleen and myself appreciate the prayers and kind 

words that many of you have shared with us.  Transitions and change are not always 

easy, especially when the choices and/or paths in front of us are murky, cloudy and/

or just not very clear.  None of us, at this point in the process for new pastoral leader-

ship, knows where exactly God’s Spirit is leading us.  But we trust; attempt to re-

main faithful, and move forward, being the hands and feet of Jesus, here locally in 
Olympia as well as globally, like our team of four women who just came back from 

Puerto Rico.  Betty, Emily, Mylinda and Wendy’s stories from Puerto Rico are a re-

minder that mission and ministry continues to happen, even when the future is uncer-

tain.  What happens here at Olympia First Baptist, through Women’s Ministries, Ta-

ble Grace, Men’s Breakfast, Children’s Church, etc., should say to all of us that min-

istry and mission continues to take place and impact lives, even when you don’t 

know how long this time in the wilderness of transition will last.  Even when attend-

ance at worship is inconsistent and giving is down, we remain faithful, responsive 
and true to God, God’s calling and direction. 

Mark’s Meanderings 

Pastor Mark cont. page 7... 
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          MISSIONS                                                   Gary Baits 

 
"You are the Salt of the Earth"  is the theme of this year's World Mission Offering.  What follows is 

some information about the offering, including frequently asked questions about the finances of In-

ternational Ministries.  October's bulletin inserts will highlight various ministries about how our 

Global Servants seek to be light around the world. For now, here are some key facts.  Thank you in ad-

vance for your generous giving.  The Mission Department 

PAGE 4 

Table Grace 

 Table Grace, our long-standing feeding ministry which is now a much wider sup-

ported community ministry, continues to provide a safe and welcoming space for the least

-of-these within Thurston County.  Through July we have provided 11,425 plates of 

food, an average of 369 plates served every Sunday afternoon.  Because of our 

crack team of shoppers and the leadership of Freda Spaulding and Terry Whitehouse, we 

have kept our expenses below our income, so financially we are in a good place as well.  

There are, however, some areas where we need other people to step forward and give re-

lief and help to our dedicated team(s) of volunteers. 

 Specifically, Table Grace needs help in the kitchen.  We have crews that are starting 

to wear out and really need a break.  We need helpers that can lift the pans, learn how the 

kitchen runs, and help the cooking team.  Pastor Mark will be sending letters to the other 

churches also requesting assistance.  Each team works one Sunday per month.  We espe-

cially need help the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays. If you have a desire to help with the meal 

preparations on a particular Sunday afternoon, please see Freda Spaulding, Terry 

Whitehouse or Pastor Mark with your questions.  We praise God every week for the help 

he supplies to us.  

 Secondly, we also need a person or two who can provide relief in our Safeway 

pickups on Saturdays and Sunday morning.  Presently, Hans Stoker and Steve Garver are 

carrying the load. The Table Grace leadership team and the wider Table Grace support 

community want to thank Cal Lampers for his years of faithful service in picking up need-

ed items from Safeway as well as the other ways he has supported this ministry. However, 

it is time for others to step up as Cal no longer can do so. The Safeway pickups do require 

a pickup truck or other large vehicle.  If you have questions or want to be of help and ser-

vice, please see Pastor Mark ASAP!  The good news is that we already have one young 

adult who just volunteered to help but we need a few more! We thank you for your 

prayers, your volunteerism and support!   

                             The Table Grace Committee 
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CHOIR REHEARSALS for the new season will begin on Thursday even-

ing, October 4th at 7 p.m. The first session(s) will be led by applicants 

for the temporary choir director position, who will then conduct the 

choir the following Sunday. Those who have sung in the choir in the 

past are encouraged to attend, as are those interesting in joining the 

choir. 
IMPORTANT Dates to Remember:   

 

The Budget Hearing Meeting will be at 10:00 am on October 13th 
in the Fireside Room. 

 

The deadline for the Annual Report submission 
is Friday, October 19th.  

Please be sure to have your articles in by then.  
 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
Wednesday, November 7th 

In the Fellowship Hall (6:00 or 6:30pm) 

Discipleship is an ongoing part of an individual’s faith journey.  Prayer, study, worship 
and other spiritual disciplines are important for our faith health.  Like exercise is good 
for your body, discipleship engagement is good for your soul and self-care.  One of the 
options that is provided for you at Olympia First Baptist is the Thursday Morning Bible 
Study.  This study has a long history of excellence from Ruby Nickerson leading a 
Women’s study to Roy Schmidt bringing his knowledge and technology to the masses, 
and most recently, Pastor Bob providing insight and his downhome wisdom to the 
scriptures.  This year Pastor Mark is giving leadership but promises that there will be 
guest appearances by other really, really smart and creative people.  Here’s what you 
need to know: 

When: Thursday Mornings at 9:00 a.m. 

Where: The Fireside Room, downstairs, @ First Baptist Church of Olympia 

What: Bible Study around the Lectionary Psalm & the Gospel of Mark 

Treats: Always!  Class participants signup to provide something to fill your  
stomachs while the Bible fills your soul  
 

Coffee: A must! 

Music: Possibly?  Still in negotiations… 

Fellowship: Fun, relaxed, insightful and supportive! 

We hope you can join us!  Attached somewhere within this edition of the Windows is an out-
line of the passages we will be covering throughout the year.  Hope to see you Thursday 
mornings this year! 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
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From the Moderator: Special Congregation Meeting                 Jean Heidal 
 

At the special meeting of the congregation the vote of those in attendance was to change the current 

pastoral staffing level from two full-time pastors to one full-time pastor and one part-time person.  

The details of the second position will be determined after the Senior Pastor is called.   
 

Thank you to all who participated and shared comments.  The Council heard you – and we will be 
addressing the concerns voiced over the next few months.   
 

As always, if you have questions or concerns you can speak to any member of the Council or to me 
directly.   

Women’sMinistries                                                                                  Jean Heidal 

September Recap – Thank you to Gail Aita for being the speaker at our September meeting.  

She presented a great overview of her training classes last summer in Malaysia.  It gave us all a 

better understanding of the challenges people in other countries face trying to survive – and in 

Gail’s area of expertise, just to get to go to school on a regular basis to get an education.    Kudos to 

Terry Whitehouse and Emily Locke for the homemade apple pies and to Julie Comstock for the set 

up!   

FarWest Area Rally --  Our women will be hosting the Rally on Saturday,  October 6th at 10 

am.  Katrina Williams, on home assignment from the Congo,  will be our missionary speaker.  

Glory Nylander is leading the music and will present a couple of special numbers.  Women from 

all over our area will be attending.  Registration was due on Sept. 30th – please speak with Helen 

Pothier after that date if you want to come,  but have not yet registered.   

October and November – Continuing our “women in mission” theme this fall, we will hear 

from Sarah Jean Nash at our October meeting with an update on her plans to go to Bolivia.  In 

November, Mylinda Baits will be sharing what mission work she has been doing over the past few 

months and probably include a report from the recent mission trip to Puerto Rico with Betty Ut-

ter, Emily Blair, and Wendy Wilson.  We are blessed to have so many women who are actively in-

volved in missions all around the world!  These meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the 

month – at 12 noon in the Fireside Room.   

Christmas is Coming!  The Christmas Brunch is Saturday,  December 8th this year.  Tickets 

will go on sale in early November.  They always sell out quickly, so buy your ticket early!  Karen 

Wilson’s music ensemble will present the program and Gail Aita is presenting the devotional.  The 

theme is based on the song, “Mary, Did You Know?”   

We are already collecting items for the “Treasure Room” so if you have items to donate, please 

contact me and I will make arrangements to get them stored at the church.  And it’s not too early 

to be thinking about Christmas cookies for the “Cookie Room.”  People love our treats, so begin 

thinking now what you might make for the day.  

Ladies’ Night Out – plans are already being made and a date will be available soon.  I have in-

vited the Ukelele trio and hula dancer to come again and they are checking their schedule to see if 

they are available.  Grass skirts and leis provided!   

 

Remember!  God is good!  All the time!  God is good!  Be optimistic about the future be-

cause God is out in front of us, individually and collectively.  Look after one another.  Lift 

up one another in word and deed!  Pray, support, carry, encourage and/or lead by exam-

ple, one another.  The Spirit is present!  The Spirit inspires, teaches and guides us in this 

time of transition.  Be open to that Spirit.  And keep moving forward! 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Mark 

P.S.  On a personal note as well as a way of keeping you up-to-date.  I am working with 

the Center for Career Development and Ministry in Nassau, New Hampshire.  I was 

scheduled to spend a few days back there with their team of counselors the end of Sep-

tember.  However, the Center had to reschedule our time.  Thankfully, the power and in-

novation of technology is pretty good.  I’ll be doing my work with them through telecon-

ference and videoconferencing technologies, October 18th & 19th, from here in Olympia.  

If you could continue to pray for us, the church and this process of assessing my ministry 

skills, it would be very much appreciated! 

Pastor Mark cont... 

Sept. 20th   Psalm 1/Mark 9:30—37 

Sept. 27th   Psalm 124/Mark 9:38—50 

Oct. 4th   Psalm 26/Mark 10:2—16 

Oct. 11th   Psalm 22:1—15/Mark 10:17—31  

Oct. 18th   Psalm 104:1—9, 24, 35c/Mark 10:35—45  

Oct. 25th   Psalm 34:1—8, (19-22)/Mark 1-:46—52  

Nov. 1st   Psalm 146/Mark 12:28—34 

Nov. 8th   Psalm 127/Mark 12:38—44  

Nov. 15th   Psalm 16/Mark 13:1—8  

                                      [Winter Break] 

Jan. 10th   Psalm 29/Luke 3:15—17, 21—22  

Jan. 17th   Psalm 36:5—10/John 2:1—11  

Jan. 24th   Psalm 19/Luke 4:14—21 

Jan. 31st   Psalm 71:1—6/Luke 4:21—30 

2018—2019 Thursday Morning Bible Study Schedule 

Look for more dates in the December 2018 Newsletter 
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