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February 2019 Tentative Preaching Schedule
First Baptist Church

February 10th
Pastor Mark Rambo
Luke 5:1—11
Ally-Ally-Oxen-Free
February 17th
Pastor Dave Roberts
Luke 6:17–26
Blessed Are You

Fir st
Ba p tis t
C h urc h
Ol y m pia
I ns ide th is
issue:

Church Staff
Pastor Dave Roberts, Interim Pastor
Mark Rambo, Associate Pastor
Caroline Lehman, Visitation Pastor
Jordan Nylander, Organist
Darrell Born, Choir Director
Lela DePaolo, Secretary
Gary Rogers, Caretaker

February 3rd
Pastor Dave Roberts
1 Corinthians 13
What’s Love Got to do with it?

WINDOWS

February 24th
Pastor Mark Rambo
Luke 6:27—38
Walking with the Enemy
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Pastor’s Ponderings
The pastor’s Thoughts Along the
WAY …
I was born and bred an American Baptist. Along my journey
the following liberties have become important to me.
FREEDOM — This is the word
that comes closest to capturing
an historic Baptist identity. In a
time when many in our country
hear the word “Baptist” and conjure up an image of narrow, provincial, even reactionary people,
freedom is prominent in our history.
It has defined us since the
founding of Rhode Island by Baptists as the first colony to allow
free expression of religion.

FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITIES — Freedom is at the
core of what it means to be Baptist, yet it can be stolen, undermined, in subtle ways. Freedom
is fragile and must be guarded.
No freedom gives one license to
act without boundaries. Freedom
demands individual and collective responsibility.
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY — Separation of Church and State — The
Rhode Island was an experiment
the other colonies didn’t want to
follow. They thought that without
a state sponsored and funded
church moral, anarchy and theological chaos would result.

Baptist wanted freedom from a
state-enforced religion because
they thought the freedom of the
human spirit was worth saving.
A frequently told story is that of
Obadiah Holmes. He and two others were arrested for practicing
their faith serving communion to a
shut-in) in Massachusetts. Holmes
was publicly whipped in Boston
Common with 39 lashes. Afterward he famously cried out, “You
have struck me with roses.” (It did
take several days before he was
able to travel back to Rhode Island.)

SOUL LIBERTY or SOUL FREEDOM — Every person has the freedom and the responsibility to
shape one’s own relationship with
God. Each person can have a direct relationship with God, not
needing a pastor, priest, saint or
pope to intercede on his or her behalf.
Baptists practice “believer’s baptism”, which flows from soul freedom. No one can decide for another person if or when they profess a
faith in Jesus Christ. A person has
to make up their own mind.

PRIESTLY LIBERTY — Another
way of saying this is “the priesthood of all believers.” All people of
God are called as priests. We care
for one another. We embody
Christ’s love for one another.
Pastor Dave cont. page 2...

Pastor Dave cont...
It means Baptists have a level playing
field when it comes to individual ministries. All ministries are called of God.
It also means that each individual has
a responsibility to be concerned about
himself or herself enough to discover
what s/he is made for.
SPIRITUAL LIBERTY — Every person
has the right and responsibility of reading and interpreting scripture. The Bible
is our guide for faith and life, but is not
a law book or a collection of proof-texts.
We do not have a creed which we must
confess.

CHURCH LIBERTY — For Baptists,
church freedom means that a local Baptist church has the right and responsibility to run its own affairs under the
Lordship of Jesus Christ. No one can
dictate to the local church. Baptists believe in the autonomy of the local

MINISTRY UPDATE: Camp Bethel:
church and the necessity for churches
to associate together in order to do
mission.
Some of that may sound a little stiff
and I admit to plagiarizing some from
others’ writings.
As you read through the “Liberties”
the
words
‘freedom’,
and
‘responsibility’ appear frequently.
The two need to go together. Freedom without responsibility leads to
running amuck with no boundaries or
purpose. Responsibility without freedom can become a straight jacket
with no allowance for individuality.
Holding them together provides all
kinds of opportunity for creativity in
ministry and mission as Baptists have
demonstrated down through the
years.

See you in the meeting place where
we inspire one another to fulfilling
God’s calling on our lives.

A CONVERSATION WILL BE COMING

One of the things that happens in times of transition such as FBC is in is an evaluation of
relationships. Since Pastor Bob retired there has been evaluations of what qualities the next
pastor should have. We’ve done informal, parking lot evaluations of Pastor Paul and now
Pastor Dave as they have served as interims. Pastor Paul helped the Executive Council develop good personnel practices so our relationships with staff are in good order.
One of the relationships that some have raised for evaluation is our connection with the region with which we are affiliated, MissionNW, formerly the American Baptist Churches of
the Northwest. It is through a region that we are connected to the national denomination of
American Baptist Churches in the USA. Some have suggested that we move our affiliation to
the Evergreen Baptist Association.
An informal group has been meeting to figure out the best way forward for all of us as a
congregation to have a discussion about this and reach a decision. So far no definitive plan
for engaging this issue has emerged. When it does, you will be among the first to know. No
decisions will be made without opportunity for all to be part of the conversation. Stay tuned.
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Here is the latest update on Camp Bethel. For those who may not know, Bethel is a
camp and conference center 70 miles west of Olympia. It has been a meaningful
place, holy ground, for many in the FBC and Emmaus communities, as well as for
people from around the state. It has provided a beautiful and welcoming place for
summer camps, conferences, prayer retreats, and fishing getaways.
Our church spending plan gives $750 per month to the ministry of Camp Bethel, so
your giving helps this ministry fulfill its mission, which the website
www.campbethel.net describes thusly:
Camp Bethel is dedicated to providing a unique, natural environment
for personal, professional and spiritual growth, development and renewal.
We also have several church members who have provided hundreds, maybe thousands of hours of labor and leadership at the camp and its events.
Here are some the latest developments and prayer concerns:
Leadership:
*We have completed the job description for the new director. It has been posted and
we are waiting for applicants.
The New Building
*The flow test on the sprinkler system has been completed and approved. We are
waiting on the fire alarm test to be completed. We have made arrangements with
professional cleaners to do a thorough cleaning of the new building prior to health
department inspection.
*We need to acquire contents for building. (mattresses for bunks, bedding, window
coverings, etc.)
*If everything goes according to schedule, we should have occupancy by the end of
February! In the meantime, there are groups using the retreat center for events, including the Oly FBC Prayer Retreat (March 8-9). The Beloved Dudes Men’s Retreat
(April 26-28) may get to use both buildings.
*The camp recently received a significant donation from an estate!
*The maintenance committee is working on a list of items that we would like accomplished at the Memorial Day work weekend (May 24-27) We anticipate sending the
list out to the churches in late March so they can post it. We would like a large turnout to get a lot done. Contact Bob Holcomb at church for more information.
Please continue to pray for the camp and its leadership as we move forward.
Thank you.
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Meanderings continued...

quite literally follow Jesus:
“Over the past few decades, our Christianity has become obsessed with what Christians believe rather than how Christians live. We talk a lot about doctrines but little
about practice. But in Jesus we don’t just see a presentation of doctrines but an invitation to join a movement that is about demonstrating God’s goodness to the world.
This kind of doctrinal language infects our language when we say things like, “Are you
a believer?” Interestingly, Jesus did not send us into the world to make believers but
to make disciples [see Matthew 28:18-20]. You can worship Jesus without doing the
things he says. We can believe in him and still not follow him. In fact, there’s a passage in Corinthians that says, “If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy
and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and
give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3, author’s paraphrase).
At times our evangelical fervor has come at the cost of spiritual formation. For this
reason, we can end up with a church full of believers, but followers of Jesus can be
hard to come by.”
One of the reasons that Francis of Assisi is so beloved is that he followed Jesus so
closely. In Shane’s words:
“Francis did something simple and wonderful. He read the Gospels where Jesus says,
“Sell your possessions and give the money to the poor,” [Matthew 19:21] “Consider
the lilies and the sparrows and do not worry about tomorrow,” [Luke 12:24, 27] “Love
your enemies,” [Matthew 5:44] and he decided to live as if Jesus meant the stuff he
said. Francis turned his back on the materialism and militarism of his world and said
yes to Jesus.”
As your Associate Pastor, one of my areas of responsibility is Discipleship/Spiritual
Formation. I hope as we move into the second month of 2019, you and I will be challenged to open ourselves to some kind of spiritual practice that will help us LIVE our
faith in Christ that reflects his own life, ministry, teaching, death & resurrection. All
done in the spirit of Hope, Peace, Love and Joy.
Pastor Mark

Mark’s Meanderings
In January’s edition of the Windows, I touched upon a new year bringing us
“endless possibilities,” as we carry the Advent themes of Hope, Peace, Love and Joy
into 2019. Could we, can we, balance traditional ways of doing things with innovative approaches to see if God’s Spirit could do something “new,” within us and our
congregation? An important part of being a Jesus-centered church has to do with
spiritual formation also known as discipleship. In other words, learning how to
“follow Christ.” Discipleship is a life-long pursuit, not something one abandons
when they reach a certain age. Every single person who makes up the community,
from young child to the oldest adult, should be involved in some kind of discipleship/spiritual formation activity or discipline. I’m not talking about learning about
following Jesus, but actual practices that reflect living a Jesus-centered life.
As an example of what I’m talking about, I use daily meditations from Franciscan
Priest, Richard Rohr, to center me, challenge me and inspire me. It’s a way to check
my spiritual blood pressure, to see if I’m running too hot or too cold. Below are his
meditations from January 21st and 22nd. They speak to the importance of “living”
the life of a Jesus follower verses “believing without living it.” Discipleship helps us
live-out our faith…with purpose and intentionality.

People of the Way
Monday, January 21, 2019
Church historian Diana Butler Bass has brought new light to forgotten or misconstrued elements of Christianity. Today I share some of her research on what early
Christians thought it meant to follow Jesus:
“Throughout the first five centuries people understood Christianity primarily as a
way of life in the present, not as a doctrinal system, esoteric belief, or promise of
eternal salvation. By followers enacting Jesus’s teachings, Christianity changed and
improved the lives of its adherents and served as a practical spiritual pathway. This
way—and earliest Christians were called “the people of the Way”—bettered existence for countless ancient believers. . . .
Christian defenders, such as Justin Martyr (ca. 100–ca. 165), used the example of
Christian practice to make the case that Jesus’s way “mended lives”:
We who formerly . . . valued above all things the acquisition of wealth and possessions, now bring what we have into a common stock, and communicate to everyone
in need; we who hated and destroyed one another, and on account of their different
manners would not live with men of a different tribe, now, since the coming
Cont. on page 9...
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Pastor Mark Continued ...

Meanderings continued...

Getting Ready for Lent 2019
The season of Lent, Holy Week and Easter come late in 2019. Lent begins on Ash
Wednesday, March 6th and the season culminates with the empty tomb on Easter
morning, April 21st. Historically, Lent focuses on the traditional practices of:
Prayer (Justice towards God)
Fasting (Justice towards Self)

Almsgiving (Justice towards neighbor)

Other faith traditions/faith practitioners, add a regular spiritual discipline, such as a
reading/daily devotional during this spiritual season.

For those of you associated with Olympia First Baptist Church and Emmaus House, we
would encourage you to use the month of February to ponder how you want to engage
God through the season of Lent. Will you pray for a specific person/need/event/
system? Will you incorporate/add, a specific spiritual discipline for your spiritual development? What will you fast from? A specific food? Screen time? An attitude that’s
negative and harmful? Are you open to be involved in a small group that centers
around issues and/or subjects that concern our church body?
These are just a few of the things you can ponder, pray about and grapple with as we
get closer to Lent 2019! Make sure to check your worship bulletin with updates and
potential opportunities.
th

Ash Wednesday, March 6 , 2019
Join us for an Ash Wednesday worship experience on Wednesday, March 6th! We will start

with a simple soup and bread dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room. At 6:30 p.m. we will
move into the Fellowship Hall for a worship service that will include familiar elements as well
as some experiential interactions around some of the Lenten themes. This will be interactive,
intergenerational and experiential. Sign up for the dinner will begin on Sunday, February 17th.
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of Christ, live familiarly with them, and pray for our enemies . . . . [1]

To Justin, the old ways had passed; a new way opened in Jesus. Far from being divisive, Christianity was an inclusive faith that might bring diverse peoples together.
However one interpreted the effects of the new faith, both enemies and defenders of
Christianity understood that the new religion transformed people, giving even women, peasants, and slaves a meaningful ability to reorder their lives.
The way was based on Jesus’s teaching recorded in Mark 12:28-34. An unnamed
questioner asked Jesus, “Which commandment is the first of all?” and Jesus responded with what is now called the Great Command: “’You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is
no other commandment greater than these.” Loving God and neighbor was, according to Jesus, the way of the Kingdom of God and the path of salvation. In the account
of this teaching in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus adds, “do this, and you will live” (Luke
10:28). . . .
Jesus’s followers took these words seriously. In many cases, and unlike contemporary practice, the process of becoming a Christian took several years, an extended
time of teaching spiritual inquirers the way on which they were embarking. Christianity was considered a deliberate choice with serious consequences, a process of
spiritual formation and discipline that took time, a way of life that had to be learned
in community. . . .
In many quarters Christian communities are once again embracing the ancient insight that the faith is a spiritual pathway, a life built on transformative practices of
love rather than doctrinal belief.
Belief or Discipleship?
Tuesday, January 22, 2019
I often say that we do not think ourselves into a new way of living, but we live ourselves into a new way of thinking. I’m not suggesting that theory and theology are
unimportant; but I believe that faith is more about how we live on a daily basis
than making verbal assent to this or that idea. In fact, my life’s work in many ways
has been trying to move heady doctrines and dogmas to the level of actual experience and lifestyles that are an alternative to our consumer culture. In today’s reflection, Shane Claiborne — an Evangelical I deeply respect—invites us to
Cont. on page 10...
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Lenten Prayer Retreat, March 8th & 9th, Camp Bethel

Women’s Ministries

Jean Heidal

“Awakening!”

The story goes like this: A woman walked into a Baptist church
and asked what she had to do to become a member.
The reply was: “Love the Lord Jesus and own a 9X13 dish!”

Save the dates and start making plans to be a part of our annual

Sometimes, it seems like that is what it takes to be a member. In January we hosted memorial receptions for two long-time beloved members of the congregation, George Rowswell and Illona Root. The women were called on to help in the kitchen, provide salads,
cookies, serve and clean up. I am so grateful to all who helped for these two receptions.
The families are so appreciative of what we do and how much it helps them in this time
of loss. So, thank you, all you “lovers of the Lord and dish owners!” You are appreciated
more than you will ever know.

Friday night, March 8th and all—day Saturday, March 9th.

In February we will be back on our normal meeting schedule of the second Wednesday of the month, February 13th, at 12 noon in the Fireside Room. Merletta Roberts,
wife of Pastor Dave Roberts, will present the program on “Transforming: Through Humor/Clowning.” Merletta and Pastor Dave are both clowns (no joke intended). They
were a part of a clown ministry at First Baptist in Yakima where Pastor Dave was the
minister for 15 years. It promises to be an interesting program – and all women of the
church are invited. Bring a sack lunch, we will provide dessert and beverages.
Plans for the rest of the spring are almost complete and will be shared in upcoming
newsletters/bulletins. If you have not been a part of Women’s Ministries in the past
maybe this is the year to “check us out” and see how you might be involved in the ministries/missions we support.

February

Birthdays
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JoAnne Schmidt
Stephen Alexanian
Marilyn Gauntlett
Gary Baits
Don Reukema
Don Mozel
Helen Blair
Madge Ellis
Abbie Fulton
Evangelin Chilka
Maralee Ice
Alysha Swilley

5
8
8
8
9
11
17
17
18
25
27
28

Lenten Prayer Retreat at Camp Bethel,

We are hoping that the new Lodge will be open for us to use but if not, the Retreat Center
will continue to serve our needs. Your cost will include one night’s lodging, food, and miscel-

laneous retreat supplies. Here is the price breakdown if we are in the Retreat Center:
Cost for the weekend will be as follows:
Friday night & Saturday—$60/person (Retreat Center)
Friday night & Saturday—$42/person (RV’s or Cabins)
Saturday, only—$30/person
Rooms in the Retreat Center are available at a first come, first served basis! There will be a
price increase adjustment if the new Lodge is available to us. If you have any questions and/
or need a partial scholarship, please talk to Pastor Mark!
Signups begin Sunday, February 10th!

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY SCRIPTURE EMPHASIS
Feb. 7th

Psalm 138/Luke 5:1—11

Feb. 14th

Jeremiah 17:5—10/Luke 6:17—26

Feb. 21st

Psalm 37:1—11, 39—40/Luke 6:27—38

Feb. 28th

Psalm 99/Luke 9:28—36, (37—43a)
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IN MEMORY OF
GEORGE ROWSWELL
How many people are there in their nineties, not to mention over one hundred years
old, who are still givers? George Rowswell was.
For many years, George and Roger went to garage sales on Friday mornings. George
knew that Roger and I have just one car; thus he was aware that when Roger used
our automobile in order to be with him, I was at home without our vehicle. So every
time that Roger returned to our residence from his and George’s shopping forays, he
had one or more gifts for me from George.
This past fall, George was no longer able to go to garage sales with Roger, as transferring from his wheelchair to our car’s seat had become too difficult. However,
Roger still saw him weekly. On December 10, a week before George passed away,
Roger visited him, taking a loaf of our homemade strawberry bread with a plastic
knife. Roger said that he was so pleased. After expressing appreciation, George
opened his wallet and handed Roger a 1936-37 student body card, with his name

and campus address and phone number on it, from the State College of Washington
(now Washington State University).
So since George didn’t have a garage sale present for me that day, he gave all that he
had—this precious card that he had carried in his billfold for eighty-two years. One
is reminded of the Biblical story of the widow’s mite.

Roger and I will miss George tremendously. Indeed, there’s a real empty place in
our hearts and in our sanctuary where George always sat.
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Carolyn von Gohren

