
 

January 2021 Preaching Schedule  First Baptist Church  

Non-Profit  
Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Olympia WA 

Permit No. 198 

Return Service Requested 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF OLYMPIA 
PO BOX 533 
OLYMPIA, WA 98507 
 

Contact Information 
360-357-3881 
Fax: 360-357-8345 
Email: olyfbc@aol.com 
Web: fbcolympia.org 
 
Church Staff 
Mark Rambo, Senior Pastor 
Caroline Lehman, Visitation Pastor 
Nick Carlson, Organist 
Darrell Born, Choir Director 
Lela DePaolo, Secretary  
Gary Rogers, Caretaker 
 

 

Sunday, January 3rd  

Pastor Dave Roberts 
 
Sunday, January  10th  
Pastor Mark Rambo 
“Day 1” 
Genesis 1:1—5  
 
Sunday, January  17th  
Pastor Mark Rambo 
“Annual Check-Up” 
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The Thin Place: 
Where the Ordinary and Sacred Collide 

 
I’ll never forget the trouble, the utter lostness, the taste of ashes, the poison 

I’ve swallowed. I remember it all – oh, how well I remember –  

the feeling of hitting the bottom. 

But there’s one other thing I remember, and remembering, 

I keep a grip on HOPE: 

God’s loyal love couldn’t have run out, God’s merciful love  

couldn’t have dried up. 

They’re created new every morning. How great your faithfulness!  

I’m sticking with God (I say it over and over). God’s all I got left. 
 

Lamentations 3:19-24, (The Message) 

 
 

None of us will forget 2020. For most of us, it feels like a lost year filled with lone-

liness, frustration, adjustment after adjustment and wishing we could get back to 

our normal lives. For some of us, 2020 also brought us loss, bitter disappointment 

and a sense of hopelessness. Yet in the midst of all of the above, there were mo-

ments of joy and celebration. Couples got married, babies were born, families 

found ways to stay connected, and the people of God at 9th and Washington found 

that technology could keep us connected and worshipping together. Or, as the 

writer of Lamentations reminds us, God’s love, God’s merciful love never runs out, 

it never dries up, it keeps flowing toward us, into us and others. It’s what keeps us 

tethered to God and what gives us Hope as we enter 2021. 

 
I have no idea what the new year will bring us as a faith community. The pandemic 

is still in place, but there are signs of Hope, that vaccines and other advances are 

on the horizon. As God’s people, we are prisoners of Hope. We are bound and 

shackled to the Hope that God has instilled in us and given to us through the 

Christ. What I do know, is that whatever the year 2021 brings, we will not be 

alone. God’s love, God’s merciful love, will continue to flow toward us, around us 

and through us.  

 
In 2021 we will continue to: 

Walk Humbly, Love Completely, and Live Differently! 

Blessings and Joy! 

 

Pastor Mark 

I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e :  



In December, we asked you to consider giving one extra donation before 2020 ended. We appre-

ciate those who were able and willing to do so. We will keep you apprised of how we ended the 

year financially as we close out the books on 2020. 

One of the things we did do in December was an alternative approach to the Retired Ministers 

and Missionaries Offering we traditionally take in the month of December. The RMM Offering is 

one of four major denominational offerings we highlight each year. This time because of the chal-

lenges we have had with our giving, we decided not to promote the offering in the same accus-

tomed ways.  Instead, we would gift directly to those retired pastors who have served us as a con-

gregation the last 25 years. Pastor Sam Hochstatter, Pastor Dick Birdsall’s widow, Arlene, Pastor 

Bob Sievers, Pastor Paul Aita, and Pastor Dave Roberts, each received a card and a thank you 

check from you, the congregation of Olympia First Baptist Church. Below are just a few of the 

thank you notes we’ve received so far. 

 

“I read your note in the Christmas card through tears, thank you and your people so much for 

the "M & M" gift and remembering Dick.  He would have been so surprised and honored.  He 

loved his time with Olympia First and especially serving with you Mark.   Please let them know 

I am grateful for this gift.”   Arlene Birdsall 
 

“Dear friends at Oly First Baptist – Thanks so much for your generous Christmas gift. It was a 

delightful surprise! Gail and I will find a creative way to use it and will think fondly of you all 

as we do! ...May God bless you all and grant you – even amid the challenges of Covid-19 – a 

blessed Christmas and a joyous and HEALTHY year ahead!”  Sincerely, Paul 
 

“Dear Family of Oly First -- …your gift is much appreciated. Thank you. And thanks to the Ex-

ecutive Council and staff for thinking of/remembering me and others who have served among 

you. We give thanks for the time we spent with you all and for the warmth with which we were 

included among you.”  Peace and Joy, Dave Roberts 

------------------------------------------------ 

As we enter 2021, we look forward with anticipation how God will work in the midst of us. Your 

faithful, consistent and joyful giving plays a significant part in how we join God in the good work 

God has for us. We encourage each of you to give something, each month. Think of it as a spiritu-

al discipline to take on, if you have never been a tither before. Start small. You can always make 

an adjustment as you go and grow.  

 
 

Church leadership is thankful and appreciative for your faithful giving! 
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Stewardship Moments 
 

 

 

Pastor Dave Roberts                                  

Patti Lehman 
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Pastor Bob Sievers 

Rex Comstock       

Caroline Lehman  

Sandy Lehman  

Josh Lehman  
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Marlynne Fulton  

Eva Davis                                                    

Mike Cooper  
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             A note from  

         Maxine Hallmeyer: 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
was able to do the drive-up to  

receive their giving envelope 

boxes on Saturday 12/19.  
 

If you were not able to come 
by the church at that time,  

the giving boxes are available 

at the church. 

Thank you! 
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   THE CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE IN ONE YEAR (see page 6 for the January scriptures) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Sandy Grebbs, Chair, Board of Christian Education 
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  Happy Holidays                  Rex Comstock 

At the Annual Church meeting in November, I was very surprised and humbled to be honored with 
the title of “Trustee Emeritus” for the over 70 years of service to the Church. It was very unexpected. 
All the years we have served the Lord and Church by doing what we could and never expected to have 
this happen. Julie also very much appreciated the beautiful floral bouquet. 

The gift was extremely nice and we will try to use the days away later in the spring (if Covid-19) allows 
us to get out. I do plan to continue helping in ways that my older age will allow but not as much in the 
past. And remember, “it’s only if I want to.” 

Thank you very much. 

                                                   Rex Comstock 

                                                   Trustee Emeritus 

From Julie Comstock: 

To the church family, 

Thank you very much for the cards, flowers, calls and prayers during my recent illness. Fortunately, I 

had a great caregiver and lots of good family support.  

The pandemic has been a trying time for us all. We continue to pray our hope and look forward to 

when we can once again gather together for worship and fellowship. 

Most sincerely, 

Julie Comstock 

 

 

A Note of thanks from the Sievers for the Christmas card & gift…  

We were so pleased that you remembered us. Our love to all of you and our thanks as well.  We miss 

you all and keep up through Facebook and occasional contacts. Wishing God’s blessings on you all in 

the coming year.   

Have you ever wondered when an event in Scripture occurred in relation to other events?  Wouldn’t it 
be cool to read in 1 Samuel 19:1-17 about the time David escaped the soldiers who were sent to cap-
ture him and then immediately after that read in Psalm 59 as David pours out his heart to God in re-
sponse to this situation. Or when you read an account of something Jesus said or did in one Gospel, 
you will see what the other Gospels had to say about the same event. Or where Paul’s letters fit into 
the journeys in the book of Acts.  I could go on but you get the idea. 
 

We will be starting a 1-year Chronological study of the Bible in January. Every week you will be given 
reading assignments, maybe some interesting tidbits. But this is more than just reading by yourself.  
There will be a Facebook page set up where you will be able to not only find the reading assign-
ments, but there will be discussion and sharing insights you may have discovered. Watch for more 
details in Thoughts and Things or the Church website and come join us in January as we go on a 
chronological tour or the Bible. 
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When I hear someone say, "this is a year like no other!" I agree with them. We have not met 

together since March (I believe) and the events that have been mainstays of our program 

have ceased.   
 

We have not been able to reach out to several from our church family in the loss of a loved 

one. The luncheon after a memorial provides a time for family and friends to gather, share a 

meal and feel the caring of those who come.    
 

In addition to our regular meetings we have had no "road trips" to meet with other church 

groups,  no Conference, no spring event (that was planned and ready to go), no spring 

luncheon at Carolyn Adams' house and no Christmas Brunch.  It was bitter sweet to see that 

a number of people included the Brunch as part of their Advent postings.  I thought I might 

be the only one who missed it, but clearly I was wrong.  Hopefully, we will be back next year 

stronger than ever. 
 

My daughter, Sarah, has a couple of ideas for us to get together remotely, so stay tuned for 

an announcement in the coming week!   
 

What we have done this year is to continue supporting our global servants, make blankets 

and nightgowns for a local mission and help make masks for Sarah Matos' fund raiser for 

House of Hope in Bolivia. We also hosted a drive-thru wedding shower for that very same 

Sarah!  Thank you all for your help this year. 
 

Now a plea. .. I really need a person to manage the bulletin boards on the lower level of the 

education building. If you have a creative urge that you would like to use, please contact 

me! Supplies are provided, all we need are some creative hands to keep the boards cur-

rent. Also, this person, or someone else, is needed to change out the silk floral arrange-

ments. This responsibility will start as soon as we begin meeting again. We have many ar-

rangements available to use, we just need someone who will keep the seasonal arrange-

ments current. We were blessed to have Deborah Sterling handle both jobs for several 

years, but she is looking to work in other areas of church life at this time.  
 

For now, stay safe, stay strong and keep checking on each other. You never know when your 

encouraging words will mean the world to someone facing a long and lonely time!  

Women’s Ministries by Jean Heidal 
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Reflecting on 2020 brings lots of emotions to mind.   As a nation we have experienced great losses 

of our fellow Americans.   In a year of a political election, thousands have faced job losses and a 

desperate economy.  And, unlike  natural disasters, such as a hurricane,  or flood or wildfire there 

is no place in the world to escape the ravages of the pandemic.  Yet, God is faithful and as a nation 

we are beginning to see light at the end of the tunnel.  God bless the doctors and scientists, who 

years ago,  began working on a vaccine for the possibility of a covid type virus. 

 

As a church family we have had our share of losses.   Several of our church family have passed 

away this year and those losses have been keenly felt.  Not only by family and friends, but in the 

work that those members have done.   Table Grace, Women's Ministries, choir and in church 

leadership to name just a few.   When I worked as a church secretary it was always painful for me 

to go into the computer data base to "delete" the name of someone who had died.  "Gone but not 

forgotten" sometimes seems like a trite phrase but as a church family it hurts to see the empty 

place in a pew, or an empty chair in the choir loft.   

 

There has also been joy in the congregation . We successfully moved to a new affiliation with Ev-

ergreen Baptist Association. Doug Avilesbernal  has met with the Council and provided needed 

leadership to our group.   In February Pastor Mark was called as the Senior Pastor with a 90% 

vote of the congregation!   With covid we quickly moved to on-line worship.  Kathleen Rambo and 

her trusty phone provided the video feed for several months until equipment could be purchased 

and the "tech team" was formed.  We have celebrated weddings,  new babies, new members and 

new people stepping forward to serve on boards/committees.   Blessings abound!   

 

In the new year we will face challenges -- joys and sorrows, but again God is faithful.  I am grate-

ful for the strong support of the Council and the kind words from many in the congrega-

tion.    Thank you!   

 

 

 

 

 

From the Moderator…  Jean Heidal 
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                                           NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
                                                     OFFICERS 2021 

 
        

President of the Corp.                      Moderator                         Clerk 

  Hans Stoker                                                                                    Jean Heidal                                                               Marlynne Fulton 

 

   Treasurer                Financial Secretary              Asst. Financial Secretary 

Carolyn Adams                                                                         Maxine Hallmeyer                       Rex Comstock 
       

                                Sunday School Clerk 

                                                                                                   Wayne Hallmeyer 

 

                                                                                                      BOARDS 

                                                                                                 Board of Trustees                                     

   Class of 2023                                                                       Class of 2022                                                           Class of 2021            

    Russ Harpel                                                                        James Mackison                                                  Wayne Hallmeyer    

Sandi Swarthout                            Pat Luhr                                                                Rex Comstock  

                                                                                                   

   

                   Board of Deacons 

Class of 2023                                                                        Class of 2022                                                             Class of  2021                                                                     

Emily Blair        Kat Stoker                          Dixie Mize                                                                       

                    Meggin Turk                           Vern Blair                                                            

                                                                                           Pat De Neui                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                 Board of Missions                                                                                       

 Class of 2023                                                                       Class of 2022                                                              Class of 2021          

 John Nunneh                                  Wendy Wilson           Gary Baits          

  Patti Lehman                                              Lori Bezanson                                                                   Emily Locke                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                        Board of Christian Education 

Class of 2023                                                                         Class of 2022                                                            Class of 2021                                                              

Jodi Honeysett                                                                       Amanda Mackison                                                            Becky Nash                                                          

                       Sandy Grebbs              

        

                                                                                                 COMMITTEES 

                                                                            Music Committee                                                                 

Class of 2023                                                                      Class of 2022                                                               Class of 2021   

Jan Downen                                                                          Marilyn Gauntlett                                                                 Karen Wilson  

                                                                                                                                

                                                       Pastoral Relations Committee 

Class of 2023                                                                       Class of 2022                                                              C lass of 2021                                                     

Bob Holcomb                                                                            Karen Wilson                                                                  Bonnie  Lampers                                                                                       

                                                                                                       Mary Burgess                                                                           

                  

                                                                                         Nominating Committee 

 Class of 2023                                                                       Class of 2022                                                              Class of 2021         

Jan McCormick                                   Janice Holcomb                                                                   Pat De Neui                                                                                                                           

Freda Spaulding                                                                                                                                                                                              

    

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

              Submitted by 2021 Nominating Committee:  Pat De Neui, Julie Comstock, Janice Holcomb; Wayne Hallmeyer, Chair.                    



 

Below are some of the ministry opportunities you can plug into as we enter 2021. We are trying to 

provide options that can take advantage of the technology we have as well as that can translate to 

small, face-to-face connections when those are deemed safe and appropriate. 

*Read the Bible Chronologically in-a-Year – Look in this edition of the Windows for details! 

*Zoom Sunday School – Dan Bezanson is offering a Zoom Class on Sunday mornings from 8:50 to 

9:30 a.m. You can contact Dan at: bezdl57@gmail.com for more info and the invite link. 

*Men’s Breakfast – Saturday, January 2nd at 8:00 a.m., there will be a Zoom breakfast sponsored by 

Vern Blair and Gary Baits. If you have questions, contact Gary, (360) 775-5810. 

*Thursday Morning Bible Study – Starting January 14th, at 10:00 a.m., we will continue our study in 

the book of Exodus, on the Facebook Live, Oly First Baptist (Community) group page and on Zoom, 

for the more adventurous. 

*Book Club Re-Boot – Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Ter-

ritory We will begin a book club group for Canoeing the Mountains the first week of February. 

If you haven’t read the book, you have the month of January to do so. If you have already read it, you 

have January to refamiliarize yourself with it. Look for sign-up details when Pastor Mark is back 

from vacation, through Thoughts and Things as well as the church website! 

*Youth Ministry Re-Boot – Covid has put a serious challenge in our youth ministry plans. We are 

tentatively looking at the end of January to do some kind of Family Gathering & Activity on Zoom. 

The Christian Education Board and Pastor Mark have been putting a laity-led youth ministry team 

into place and are prayerfully looking forward to this next phase of ministry and relationships. 

*February Options – It’s never too late to know what is on the horizon. Besides the Book Club 

around Canoeing the Mountain, February will also be the beginning of the season of Lent.  There will 

be an Ash Wednesday Service – February 17th, on Facebook Live! Time yet TBD. 

*Season of Lent will be from February 17th – April 3rd! 

*Anti-Racism Workshop – Saturday, February 20th, Time yet TBD. 

Vernon Blair and Jodi Honeysett have been working with our Region partners at the Evergreen Bap-

tist Association, in providing opportunities for local congregations to learn and have spiritual con-

versations about racism. This will be a Zoom Workshop. Save the Date now and look for more details 

in the February Windows. 

*Book Club – Just Mercy, by Bryan Stevenson, the first week of March, in conjunction with the 

Anti-Racism Workshop and Dialogue.  

Ministry Opportunities 
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We are happy to introduce to you, our new Accompanist & Organist, Jonathan Spatola-Knoll! 

Jonathan will begin with us on Sunday, January 3rd, 2021. The Music Committee, Deacons, 

Darrell and Pastor Mark are excited about Jonathan being a part of the Staff here at Olympia 

First Baptist. Below is a short Bio on Jonathan. We hope you will welcome him and make him 

feel at home and part of our faith community.: 
 

 

Dr. Jonathan Spatola-Knoll is an award-winning conductor, musicologist, violist, and collabo-

rative pianist based in Olympia, WA. He has conducted collegiate and professional orchestras 

and choirs throughout the United States, and most recently served as music director of the Alma 

Symphony Orchestra and the Alma College Musical Theater Orchestra. The winner of the 2020 

Cascade Conducting Fellowship, his accomplishments have also earned him a residency at the 

Salzburg Festival as a winner of the Vienna Philharmonic’s Ansbacher Fellowship for Young 

Conductors. 

 

An advocate of historically underrepresented composers, Jonathan is North America’s leading 

expert on Swedish Romantic composer, organist, and feminist pioneer Elfrida Andrée (1841-

1929). His articles and scholarly editions of her music have appeared in nationally and interna-

tionally respected publications like Women & Music: A Journal of Gender and Culture. He is 

currently editing her First Symphony. Despite being the earliest known symphony by a Swedish 

woman, it has remained unpublished since its 1869 premiere. 

 

Jonathan holds advanced degrees in musicology and conducting from the University of Califor-
nia, Davis, where he acted as assistant conductor for the University Symphony Orchestra and 
University Chorus. As an instrumentalist, he has held positions as principal violist of the UC 
Davis Symphony and as a pianist and vocal coach at St. Martin’s University and the Sacramen-
to Opera. His academic appointments have included faculty positions at Alma College (Alma, 
MI) and Whitman College (Walla Walla, WA). 

 

 

Welcome, Dr. Jonathan Spatola-Knoll! 

mailto:bezdl57@gmail.com
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Sarah Matos  Global Servant - International Ministries 
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Prayer will continue to play a major role here at Olympia First Baptist. Prayer is how we stay grounded, 
tethered to God. Prayer provides us the space, the access, to be open, vulnerable, honest, with God. 
Prayer provides a channel of communication and relationship that is both intimately personal and nec-
essary for a community as diverse in thought and theology as ours, as we seek God’s guidance and di-
rection going forward. 
 

I hope you have taken seriously The Reality Check 

Prayer that we ask you to pray every day,  

for 5 minutes: 

                 We need a Reality Check… 

                    show us the way, God! 

            Help us to listen to you and others! 

             Where do you want us to go? 

              What do you want us to do? 

    Whose stories do we need to listen to? 

       Who do you want us to engage and 

                       become allies with? 

                 Create in us a clean heart! 

                        Lord, have mercy! 

                         Hear our prayer!  

 

 

When I get back from vacation, I am looking 
forward to discovering how God was interact-
ing with you during this praying experience. 
Until then, keep praying the prayer, or some 
variation of it. If you forgot or just were too 

busy, try it for the next ten days, January 1 to 
January 10th. Open yourself to a new experi-

ence and see if God is trying to say something 
to you through this. 

------------------------------  

Last thing, you will discover in this edition of 
the Windows a list of all the folks who serve in 
Church Leadership and on the various Boards 

and Committees of the church.(See page 7)  
Pray for these people. Pray for wisdom, for col-

laboration, for guidance, for spiritual growth 
and maturity, for patience and creative prob-

lem-solving, just to name a few ideas of what to 
pray for. Prayer keeps us connected, to God 

and to each other. Be intentional, be con-
sistent, be faithful, in praying for each other 

throughout the year! 

Prayer Connection 

The name of the Facebook Group page we have settled 
on is “Heart and Thoughts”. I will also be posting 
the verses weekly on the Group page.    

From Sandy Grebbs: The JANUARY SCRIPTURES FOR STUDY-
ING THE BIBLE CHRONOLOGICALLY 
IN A YEAR: 


