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First Baptist Church July 2019 Tentative Preaching Schedule   

 
July 7th 
First Reading—Psalm 30 
Gospel Lesson:  
Luke 10:1—11, 16—20  
Wolfpack   

Pastor Mark Rambo 

 

July 14th  
First Reading—Psalm 82 
Gospel Lesson: 
Luke 10:25—37 
Bandits, Prophets & Messiahs  
Pastor Mark Rambo 
 
 

 
  
 

 July 21st 
 Luke 10: 25–37  
 Amos 7:7–17  
 Neighbors Far and Near  
 Pastor Dave Roberts 

 

 July 28th 
 Amos 8:1–12 
 Psalm 52 
 Calling it 
 Pastor Dave Roberts 
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SAVE THE DATES! OFBC UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

MOVIE & ICE CREAM SOCIAL NIGHT 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10TH 

 

DEACON’S FUND RAISER - SATURDAY, AUGUST 17TH 
 

BASEBALL NIGHT,  
     TACOMA RAINIERS - TUESDAY, AUGUST 20TH 

 

   ALL CHURCH PICNIC - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22ND 
                                     TUMWATER HISTORICAL PARK 
 

       

 

 

 
 

 

 

Camp Bethel - Summer Youth/Children’s Camps 
It’s that time of year again to register your children and/or grandchildren, 

nieces/nephews, etc., for the camping ministry opportunities at Camp Bethel.   

The best way to register is by going online: 

www.campbethel.net 
 

If you need any help with the registration process, have any questions or need 

information about scholarship help, contact Pastor Mark Rambo, asap! 

Here’s a breakdown of each of the camps being offered this year, 

with the information we have so far: 
 

Senior High Camp - July 14th - July 20th! 

Cost: $300.  For high school age youth, grades 9 - 12! 

Directors: Tim Clemenson & Heather Taylor 

Speaker - Rev. Mark Rambo  
 

Junior High Camp - July 21st - July 27th! 

Cost: $300. For Junior High age youth entering grades 6-8! 

Directors: Emily Singleton & Katie Daroff 

Speaker - TBD 
 

Elementary Camp - July 28th - August 1st! 

Cost: $225. For children going into grades 3rd - 5th! 

Director(s): Kristina Wetterauer  

Campfire Storyteller - Rev. Mark Rambo  

http://www.campbethel.net


 

 
The Pastor Seeking Committee continues to meet on a regular basis.  Sometime we 

have interviews available, sometimes we discuss other issues  and we spend some 

time doing interpersonal sharing.  We believe meeting on a regular basis, helps 

keep momentum up.   The last interview we  conducted was in late April.   We draw 

candidates from American Baptist Professional Services (ABPS).  From their web 

site: "ABPS works in partnership with ABCUSA regions to assist local church 

search committees by retrieving profiles of ministry professionals with the skills 

and experiences needed by the church."   
 

ABPS has been going through a major software upgrade which has affected their 

ability to find candidates.  The new system is now up and running but it will take 

additional time to re-enter profile information into the new system.  We are work-

ing with Mission NW to ensure our listing is up and available on the new system.    
 

All ABCUSA regions use ABPS so  for the purposes of the pastor seeking commit-

tee, it doesn't make any difference which region we are affiliated with.  
 

Continued prayers for the PSC are appreciated as we work to call our next senior 

pastor.  
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   PASTORAL SEEKING COMMITTEE UPDATE - from Hans Stoker 

Dameon Ballard      6 

Wylie Nash      6 

Amanda Williams    8 

Marilyn Stormans  13 

Shirley Frost          13 

 

Jordan Nylander    17 

Bob Holcomb   18 

Sandy Grebbs    22 

Janice Holcomb    23 

Rob Johnson     24 

 

The Memorial service 

for Joe Alexanian 

will be held on  

July 13th at 11:00 am., 

in the Sanctuary 

at OFBC. 

A luncheon 

will follow. 

In Loving Memory 

JOSEPH ALEXANIAN 

 

      Photograph, 2019 
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Moderator Report - Jean Heidal 

I’m going to deviate at little from my regular report for something different… 

Join the Cake Ministry!  When Dale and I moved back to Olympia in 2007, and began attend-

ing First Baptist in 2008, we were anxious to get involved with the church again. I was hired in 

the church office and Dale brought together the hand bell choir. He moved on to redesigning the 

church website and being the web master for a number of years.  I became involved in Wom-

en’s Ministries. 

One afternoon, Madge Ellis, who does calling for the Cake Ministry, called to ask if I would 

bake 2 cakes for Table Grace on the next Sunday.  I wasn’t at home, but Dale volunteered to 

make the cakes.  Dale was talented in a lot of ways, he had a career as a computer programmer 

and directed church choirs for 40 years.  However, he was not a “cook” – his expertise was pea-

nut butter toast and banana bread (from a mix).  So the idea that he would volunteer to bake 2 

cakes was a great surprise to me! 

That day, before I got home, he went to a store and bought 2 – 9X13 pans for the cakes, even 

though I have at least 6 pans already. These pans were “for cakes only” and went in a separate 

drawer in the kitchen. He also bought 4 cake mixes and 4 frosting mixes, oil and eggs to be 

ready for the upcoming week and when Madge might ask him again. His Saturday cake baking 

was quite an event and there were lots of bowls, spoons, spatulas and measuring cups involved.  

He made the cakes and I frosted them.  Sometimes he would add seasonal candies to the frost-

ing like conversation hearts, pumpkins or Christmas bells.   

When he was no longer able to do the cakes I did them, but life has been busy in the past couple 

of years and I am no longer able to do cakes. The need, continues however, so I am making an 

offer:  the CAKE MINISTRY is in need of a new cake baker.  I will provide the 2 cake pans for 

the cakes.  I also have 4 cake mixes and 4 frostings to get you started (you are on your own for 

eggs, oil and water!).    Madge Ellis is still the contact person for cakes, but she too, is looking 

for someone to help in this area.  If you are interested, please let me know -  the cake pans, mix-

es and frostings are ready for you!   We are averaging 325 plates per week at Table Grace so the 

need is there!  Please help if you are able.   
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Pa st or  D a v e ’s  P o nd er in g s  
 

The Interim pastor’s Thoughts Along The 
WAY … 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your mind and heart and soul and strength; 
and your neighbor as yourself/“ 

We should always keep our eye on the 
Main Thing. And the Main Thing, it seems to 
me from the two Great Commandments, is 
having positive, loving relationships with 
God and people. 

Where do you find people keeping their 
eyes on the Main Thing these days? 

In the realm of politics? In my opinion 
many want to play a “winner take all” game, 
which may be fine in an athletic contest but 
not, I would argue, in real life between na-
tions. 

It doesn’t appear that eyes are on the Main 
Thing in what is happening with children 
and families on our southern border. 

If the Main Thing is the overriding policy 
in how we engage one another, then politics 
should be the exploration of various ways to 
best bring to fruition that policy. At its best, 
everyone is striving to embody and bring in-
to being the Main Thing, though they may 
see different ways of doing it. 

 
Following The WAY towards the  
Main Thing means not abusing, using, 
disrespecting or otherwise denying the 
image of God in each of us.  
 

 
We see this in the Bible. We have four 

Gospels telling the story of Jesus and his 
ministry with and among people like us. 
Each writer is pointing to the Main Thing, 
though each of them take on that task in dif-
ferent ways. And the Church has chosen to 
honor each of them for their contribution to 
seeing the hand of God working for the Main 
Thing. 

 
 

In Genesis we have two stories of crea-
tion, each very different from the other. The 
purpose of the stories is to point to the love 
of God for every creature. The first eleven 
chapters of Genesis are stories of how God 
hangs in there with humans despite all of the 
times their eyes leave the Main Thing. 

 

Today different people read the Bible in 
different ways. I’m guessing that we all have 
our own cannon within the larger cannon of 
the whole Bible—passages that speak to us 
more than other passages do, passages that 
we see addressing “the important things” 
while other passages may not be as im-
portant. 

 

Even if these things are true, as long as we 
all have our eyes on the Main Thing we 
should be able to find ways to live and work 
together, as we love our neighbor as our-
selves. 

 

Within the church this has not always been 
the case. We can point to the Spanish Inqui-
sition or the so-called Holy Wars in Europe 
or the whipping of a Baptist, Obadiah 
Holmes, in Massachusetts for serving com-
munion to a shut-in or church splits over 
matters of doctrine. 

 

Following the WAY towards the Main 
Thing means not abusing, using, disrespect-
ing or otherwise denying the image of God 
in each of us.  

 

Unfortunately, as individuals, in what we 
call “politics”, and even within the church, 
“power” often takes center stage as the prize 
to be won. 

 

All we do as individuals and as a church 
must be with the Main Thing in view, lest 
power come creeping in the room. 

 

See you in the meeting place where we 
help one another keep focused on the Main 
Thing. 
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M a rk ’s  M ea nderi ngs  

It’s hard to believe that half a year has already come and gone!  Who would imagine that time 
could go by so quickly?  Traditionally, summer is supposed to be a slower time of the year.  
Since summer is associated with warmer, more humid weather, our pace of life changes and 
we take our time to meander through it all.  That’s the theory, at least.  But I think that mind-
set, like a lot of traditional things, is a changing. I hear from a wide cross-section of ages, gen-
erations, etc., that struggle to get a handle on their pace of life.  It doesn’t seem to matter if 
they are in full-blown retirement mode or chasing toddlers, we all seem to be prisoners of the 
go-go-go culture.  How do we respond then to? 

 

Be Still and Know I am God 

(Psalm 46:10) 

 

July is one of the busiest months for me personally.  Between the 4th of July spent with the 

Emmaus House community and three weeks of being a part of the camping ministry at Camp 

Bethel, I am on the move.  My weekends are spent coming home to see Kathleen, do some 

laundry, spend Saturday night with the Emmaus House peeps and then being with you all on 

Sunday mornings, before heading back to Bethel.  So how can I take this scripture from the 

psalmist seriously?  After all, my busyness is all God-focused, right? (Insert the ironic eye-roll 

emoji here) 

But if I think about it, really think about it, I realize there are two or three ways that incorpo-

rate this “stillness before God,” in the midst of the hectic pace of life. 

#1—right before bed, the pups and I go outside into the backyard, so they can take care of 

business.  I sit quietly on the back deck and watch, encourage, marvel at their energy, stub-

bornness as well as what joy they bring to us.  In that moment, life slows down, my heart rate 

slows and I give thanks to God for another day of life and breath. 

#2—Camp Bethel is my dog Bess’ favorite place on earth, I think.  One of the perks of being 

Camp Pastor and/or speaker is that I don’t have to be with the campers 24/7.  I have a little 

more flex in my schedule.  When I have some “me” time, Bess and I head for one of two plac-

es.  The first, is the Green Cathedral, a homemade amphitheater that overlooks the lake.  Just 

sitting there, in the stillness of the day, with the handmade cross as part of the backdrop, one 

can’t help but give God thanks for the beauty of God’s creation; for the sacrifice, love and 

grace of God’s child, Jesus; and for the opportunity to build relationships and share the love of 

Jesus with the campers and adult leadership for that week.  Even Bess senses she’s on holy 

ground.  She stands at attention on one of the benches and stares off into the afternoon sun. 

#3—Bess’ favorite place at Bethel, however, is the river.  It’s a short drive over to the Ranch 

and then we’re off for a nice leisurely walk down to the river.  Bess loves to run ahead, often 

getting lost in the hay and grass.  Just when I think she’s run off, up pops her head and she 

comes running toward me to make sure I’m keeping up and then off she goes again.  Once 

we’re at the river, she’ll go for a quick swim but seems to prefer to just lay down flat in the  
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Meanderings cont…. 

shallows of the cool water.  I sit quietly on a log, feet in the water and let the sun warm my tired 
old bones.  It’s heaven, or what I imagine heaven could be like.  Again, it’s hard not be give God 
thanks, sitting there.  In times like that, I can take an inventory of the blessings I have experienced.  
And those blessings are almost always about people, relationships…inside the family we call the 
Church, and those outside that structure but still important people who complete me and who are 
also beloved children of God, whether they realize it or not. 

 

I guess this is my long-winded way of saying to take some time this month of July and find a space 
where you can be still and know God, experience God, God’s love and give thanks!  Give thanks 
for the relationships in your life.  Give thanks for the love and grace you’ve experienced through 
Jesus Christ.  Give thanks, with a grateful heart!  It will slow you down for a moment and allow 
you to breathe out the busyness and breathe in the grace and beauty of God. 

 

BE STILL AND KNOW… 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

The women enjoyed a wonderful afternoon at Carolyn Adams’ home for our salad potluck.  It was 

a perfect day and several enjoyed a long walk on the beach.  The salads were tasty!   Carolyn was 

the perfect hostess!  Thank you so much.  Gail Aita came from Kent to join us (she misses FBC) 

and Marilyn Stormans also came to be with us.   

Now, with the summer ahead, I will be making plans for fall.  We will also coordinate and serve at 

Dr. Joe Alexanian’s memorial on July 13th.  We will need lots of helpers and salads for that day.   

In September, along with our regular meeting, we will be having a garage sale on September 21st.  

On Friday, September 20th, from 6 – 8 pm the congregation will be able to come for first look at all 

the items available.  Of course, in order to make this sale profitable, we have to have lots to sell.  

So, if you are downsizing, cleaning out or just generally ‘lightening your load” of  belongings, 

please think of us!  Remember, we are looking for new, or gently used items.   I will be glad to 

make arrangements to come and pick up your items.  If you have questions please call.   

It’s been a busy year for Women’s Ministries and again, I am so grateful for the continued support 

of the women and all they do – many things, behind the scenes, and never acknowledged.  Thank 

you all!!!!  
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Women’s Ministries by Jean Heidal 


