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Central/Main Idea: The people of God receive blessings so that they will be a
blessing. (The election and blessing of the people of God, throughout time, is
for the expressed purpose that they/we will be a blessing.)
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Scripture Reading - Genesis 12:1-3 (ESV)

! Now the Lorp said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and
your father’s house to the land that | will show you. 2 And | will make of you a
great nation, and | will bless you and make your name great, so that you will
be a blessing. 2 | will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you
| will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
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l. Introduction

The people of God receive blessings so that they will be a blessing.

Il. Blessed For a Purpose

Abraham was blessed for a purpose, not simply for his own benefit.
Genesis 18:17-19 (ESV)

17 The LorbD said, “Shall | hide from Abraham what | am about to do, 8
seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all
the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? ° For | have chosen him,
that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the
way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may
bring to Abraham what he has promised him.”

>_

Genesis 22:17-18 (ESV)

171 will surely bless you, and | will surely multiply your offspring as the stars
of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall
possess the gate of his enemies, '8 and in your offspring shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

~—
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Genesis 26:2-5 (ESV)

2 And the LORD appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in
the land of which | shall tell you. ® Sojourn in this land, and | will be with you
and will bless you, for to you and to your offspring | will give all these lands,
— and | will establish the oath that | swore to Abraham your father. 4 | will
multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring
all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed, ®> because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my

commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”

—
Genesis 28:13-15 (ESV)

13 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “| am the LorD, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie | will
give to you and to your offspring. * Your offspring shall be like the dust of
— the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the
north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of
the earth be blessed. ** Behold, | am with you and will keep you wherever
you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until |

have done what | have promised you.”

=
Jeremiah 4:1-2 (ESV)

L “If you return, O Israel, declares the LORD, to me you should return. If you
——  remove your detestable things from my presence, and do not waver, 2 and if
you swear, ‘As the LORD lives,’ in truth, in justice, and in righteousness, then

nations shall [be blessed] in him, and in him shall they glory.”
x

[1l. Blessed Without Merit
Genesis 15:6 (ESV)

6 And he believed the LorD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
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Romans 4:2-3 (ESV)

2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about,
but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed
God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.”

~—

L

God chose Abraham and blessed him without merit or worthiness.

IV. Un-tapped Potential

The people of God consistently forgot the purpose of blessings they
received.

Genesis 18:17-19 (ESV)

17 The LorbD said, “Shall | hide from Abraham what | am about to do, 18
seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all
the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 1° For | have chosen him,
that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the
way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may
bring to Abraham what he has promised him.”

_—
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Genesis 26:2-5 (ESV)

2 And the LoRD appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in
the land of which I shall tell you. 3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you
and will bless you, for to you and to your offspring | will give all these lands,
and | will establish the oath that | swore to Abraham your father. # | will
multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring
all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed, ° because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my
commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”

~—

Jeremiah 4:1-2 (ESV)

1 “If you return, O Israel, declares the LorD, to me you should return. If you
remove your detestable things from my presence, and do not waver, 2 and if
you swear, ‘As the LORD lives,’ in truth, in justice, and in righteousness, then
nations shall [be blessed] in him, and in him shall they glory.”
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Exodus 19:3-6 (ESV)

3 while Moses went up to God. The Lorbp called to him out of the mountain,
saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of
Israel: 4 “You yourselves have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and how |
bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. > Now therefore, if you
will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured
possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; ® and you shall be to
me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are the words that you

shall speak to the people of Israel.”
>_

Luke 6:37—38 (ESV)

37 “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be
———condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 3 give, and it will be given to
you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be
put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to

”

you.
=
Matthew 25:21 (ESV)

——— 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your
master.’

Matthew 13:10-12 (ESV)

10 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in
parables?” 1 And he answered them, “To you it has been given to know the

secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 2 For to
the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but
from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.
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V. We Too

I
Acts 3:25-26 (ESV)

] 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with

your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families
of the earth be blessed.’ 26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to

you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.”
\
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Romans 9:6-8 (ESV)

6 ... For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not alll
——are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac
shall your offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is not the children of the
flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are
counted as offspring.

{Ve too are blessed exclusively for the purpose of being a blessing.

VI. Faithful With Every Blessing
" James 1:16-18 (ESV)

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every
—~  perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom
there is no variation or shadow due to change. '8 Of his own will he brought
us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his

creatures.
\

(Tools For Today)

God is the only source of blessing, therefore...
We should receive every blessing as a gift intended for his purpose.
2 Corinthians 4:7, 13-15 (ESV)

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power
belongs to God and not to us. ... 2 Since we have the same spirit of faith
— according to what has been written, “I believed, and so | spoke,” we also
believe, and so we also speak, 14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus
will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. *° For it
is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may

increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
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