
Know Your Rights
STOPPED BY POLICE, IMMIGRATION

AGENTS, OR FBI? 
HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
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Questions About Your
Immigration Status

Overview

If Arrested or Taken
Into Custody

If Your Rights Are
Violated
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If You’re Stopped By Police

If You’re Stopped In Your Car

If Police or Immigration
Agents Come to Your Home



Stay calm. Don’t argue, resist, or run.
You have the right to remain silent. Say so out
loud.
Ask, "Am I free to leave?" If yes, calmly walk away.
Do NOT consent to a search of yourself or your
belongings.
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If You’re Stopped By
Police



 If You’re Stopped
In Your Car

Pull over safely. Keep hands visible.
Show your license, registration, and insurance when asked.
You can refuse a car search unless they believe there’s
evidence of a crime.
Both drivers and passengers can remain silent. Passengers
can ask to leave.
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Do not open the door unless they have a signed
warrant.

If Police or Immigration Agents
Come to Your Home

01
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02
If they enter with a warrant, you can remain silent or
step outside and close the door.03

 Ask to see the warrant.



Questions About Your
Immigration Status

You have the right to
remain silent. You do not
have to answer questions

about where you were
born, whether you’re a

U.S. citizen, or how you
entered the country. 

0101
If you are not a U.S.

citizen and have valid
immigration papers, you
should show them if an

immigration agent
requests it.

0202
Do not lie about your
citizenship status or

provide fake documents.  

0303
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Do not resist.
Say you wish to remain silet
and ask for a lawyer. The
government must provide one
if you cant afford one. 
You have rights to make a local
phone call. The police cannot
listen if you call a lawyer.
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If You’re Arrested By
Police

Do not talk about your
immigration status with anyone
but your lawyer. 
Do not answer or sign anything
without speaking to a lawyer. 
Read all papers fully. If you do
not understand or cannot read
the paper, say you need an
interpreter. 



You have the right to a lawyer,
but the government will not
provide one. If you need one
ask for a list of low-cost legal
services. 
You have the right to contact or
have police contact your
consulate to inform them of
your arrest. 

If You’re Taken Into 
ICE Custody PAGE 08

Do not sign anything without
talking to your lawyer. If you
sign something, you may be
giving up your opportunity to
try to stay in the U.S.
Know your immigration
number and give it to your
family. It will help them locate
you. 



Write down everything you remember: badge
numbers, patrol car numbers, and officer details.
Seek medical attention for injuries and take photos.
File a complaint with the agency’s internal affairs or
civilian complaint board.

If You Feel Your Rights
Have Been Violated PAGE 09



KNOWLEDGE ISKNOWLEDGE IS
POWER.POWER.  

LET’S STANDLET’S STAND
TOGETHER.TOGETHER.


