IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH

934 Highway #8 Stoney Creek, ON L8E 5H7
Ph: 905-643-1637/ihmchurch@cogeco.net/www.ihmchurch.ca
Our Parish’s Vision Statement:
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish is a welcoming place of joyful worship
where one finds grace, refuge, serenity, strength and compassion.
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, with the love of the Father, the parish offers outreach,
understanding and hope to a diverse community in a meaningful way.
Prayerfully, openly, and lovingly, the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish provides
a faithful witness to our Lord Jesus Christ.

FR. WILLIAM TRUSZ
SEMINARIAN INTERN: Peter Robinson

HEALING VIGILS:
3rd Friday of Each Month from 7-9p.m. (Sept to Dec)

PASTORAL ASSISTANT: Ilaria Paletta
YOUTH MINISTER: Billie Filice

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION:
Tuesday evenings 8pm in the church (Sept-June)

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday to Thursday 9:30a.m. to 4:30p.m,
Friday 9:30-12:30p.m.
Closed: Monday, Saturday & Sunday
WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 5:00p.m;
Sunday 9:00a.m; 11:00a.m; 4:00p.m
CONFESSIONS:
Tuesday 6-7p.m; Saturday 3:45-4:45p.m
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Monday & Tuesday: 10a.m. - Midnight;
Wednesday: 10a.m. to Saturday 9a.m.
BAPTISMS: Please call the Parish office to book.
Prep 1st Sunday of month (Sept-June)
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) Speak with Fr. Bill
CHILDREN'S LITURGY: 11A.M. Mass – JK to Grade 2 only. (Sept to June)
HOSPITAL VISITS/SHUT-INS: Please call the Parish Office
VOCATIONS: Rev. M. King 905-528-7988 ext. 2246
visit: www.hamiltonvocations.com
SCHOOLS: Immaculate Heart of Mary 905-523-2332;
St. Gabriel’s 905-523-2468
SPECIAL NEEDS: Families with children that have special
needs are always welcome in our parish.
Please contact us to show us how we can help you.

ROSARY PRAYER GROUP:
Tuesday evenings 6:30p.m. followed by Mass
CHOIRS:
Music Ministry Director: Teresa DiFalco
Ken Bates (Sunday 9a.m & Tuesday 7p.m);
Marisa Ciarmoli (11a.m. Youth Gr 3-)
Teresa DiFalco(5p.m); Luigi Visocchi (11a.m. All Ages)
ELECTRONIC BULLETIN: Email: ihmchurch@cogeco.net
SOCIAL MEDIA:

ihmyouth_

Immaculate-Heart-of-Mary-Parish
@IHMYouth

KEEP THIS PRAYER & RECITE EACH DAY: Come Holy
Spirit, Come by the means of the powerful intercession of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Your well beloved spouse upon
the Parishioners of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish.
NEW PARISHIONERS:
We welcome you and your family to our Parish,
please introduce yourself to Fr. Bill.
To register with our Parish; kindly complete the following
and place it in the collection basket.

—————————————————————
NAME_______________________________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE:_______________________________________________________
Please check one: Envelopes _________Pre-authorized giving______
EMAIL:__________________________________________E-Bulletin yes/no
(form will be emailed to you)

Envelopes are available from January to June only
and will be in the sacristy the weekend after your registration
is received by the parish office. Thank you

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2018

MONDAY

9:00A.M

TUESDAY

7:00P.M

MASS INTENTIONS ~ DECEMBER 16-22, 2018
~Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish~
STEFANIA NOWAK –Mitch & Alice Szrajber
OLGA KROKUS —Jadwiga
IVICA BORAS —Family
LIVIO & GIUSEPPINA VENTRESCA & DECEASED
ALBERICO & ANGELA CIRIELLO & DECEASED
SPECIAL INTENTION FOR FR. GRAYSON HOPE—Jadwiga

WEDNESDAY

9:00A.M

GIUSEPPE MAIOLO—Family

THURSDAY

9:00A.M

FRIDAY

9:00A.M

SPECIAL INTENTION FOR DAVID ZYCHOWICZ—Babcia
SPECIAL INTENTION FOR THERESIA CANDY
ASSUNTA BELINATO—John & Adele vanTroost
MIKE VALLORANI—Family

SATURDAY

5:00P.M

Diocesan Vocation
Prayer Intention
Rev. Sam Restivo

Rev. Tim Uniac
Missionaries
Rev. Stephen Murrin
Rev. Timothy Higgins

SOULS IN PURGATORY
 BORIS DRENSKI - Family
EMIDIO ALFONSI—Romeo & Cindy Alfonsi
 TERESA BOWEN—Noel & Pauline Ennis
NELLA, VITTORIO & ANGELO TONUS—Dalla Pasqua
DECEASED OF FROSINA & PESSOT FAMILIES—Sam & Luci Frosina
NADA BRACHIKA & SPECIAL INTENTION FOR MARY BOICH

Dear Fellow Parishioners, The First Sunday
of Advent, the beginning of the Church Year, is upon
us the weekend of December 1/2. With the new
year comes a Year-long focus on a different Gospel
during our Sunday masses. For the year ahead we
will be hearing from the lovely Gospel of Luke. As is the case with all four
gospels, Luke has a unique perspective on the mystery of Jesus Christ. It is
Luke’s special “take” on God’s providential plan as it is revealed in Jesus that
has given me the theme for this Advent’s Sunday homily series. The title of
the series is: “A Lukan Advent.” During the 4 Sundays of Advent and
based on the Sunday Gospel readings, we will explore the mystery of
the “Lukan” Jesus under these four headings; 1st Sunday: A Year of the
Holy Spirit; 2nd Sunday: Speaking Truth to Power; 3rd Sunday: The
Way of Justice; 4th Sunday: Women Prophets.
************
BAMBINELLI SUNDAY—For the past several decades, the
Pope has blessed the Baby Jesus figurines from Nativity
Scenes that belong to families, and the families themselves,
in St. Peter’s Square in Rome. The blessing takes place on
Gaudete Sunday, the third Sunday of Advent, and is known
as Bambinelli Sunday. The blessing of the ‘Bambinelli’ – as
they are known in Rome – reminds us that the Nativity
scene is a school of life where we can learn the secrets of
true joy. Everyone is invited to bring their Baby Jesus figurines from your
homes to Mass on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 AT THE 4P.M MASS to be
blessed as we too celebrate our own Bambinelli Sunday. After the blessing
you are encouraged to take your ‘Bambinello’ home and place it in a gift box,
wrap the box and save it for Christmas. Let this be the first gift you open on
Christmas day - as you lay Jesus in the Manger, allow this moment to be a
reminder of the great blessings we receive at Christmas.
*************
A Christmas Movie With A Message! At this time of year
when the Little Town of Bethlehem is on our minds,
Development & Peace – Caritas Canada invites you to attend
a screening of the critically acclaimed documentary, ‘Open
Bethlehem’. Come and discover modern-day Bethlehem,
and how the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has disturbed the
Peace of the world’s most famous small town. This is a ‘pay
what you can’ event, and all proceeds will go towards
Development & Peace’s International Development
projects, including those in the Holy Land.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19; 7-9PM; THE COTTON FACTORY
(270 Sherman Ave N, Hamilton). For more info, contact D&P’s
Southwestern Ontario Animator, Rebecca Rathbone, at 905-521-5632 or
rrathbone@devp.org .

Rev. Romelito Guillen

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #14421 CORNER:
www.kofc14421.com
**************

THANK YOU to all the volunteers who helped with the LUNCH
WITH SANTA last Sunday. Want to especially thank Sara for the face
painting, Janet for the crafts, Marcel for the Chocolate Bar Bingo, Giacomo
& Massimo for the video games and of course SANTA CLAUS and his
ELF. The party was great because of all the children who came out, so
thank you for coming and thank you to the parents or grandparents who
brought them.
***************
CHRISTMAS FOOD DRIVE starts this weekend and runs though
the following weekend. Drop off your non perishable food items
in the boxes on the benches in the narthex. These will be given
to FOOD SHARE to help those in our community.
*************

Please visit our website above to keep updated on the various
KOFC activities over the next 3 months.
************
CHARITY - UNITY - FRATERNITY - PATRIOTISM JOIN THE KNIGHTS and make a difference.

***************************************

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE:
ALL DAY CONFESSIONS:
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20
10A.M.-9P.M. IN THE CHURCH
***********
CHRISTMAS MASSES:
CHRISTMAS EVE- 5P.M. & MIDNIGHT
CHRISTMAS DAY - 9A.M. & 11A.M.
NEW YEARS EVE - 9A.M. & 5P.M.; NEW YEARS DAY – 10A.M.
***************
PLEASE NOTE
OUR EUCHARISTIC ADORATION CHAPEL
WILL BE CLOSED FROM DECEMBER 22 AT 9A.M. TO JANUARY 7.
WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE,
MONDAY, JANUARY 7 AT 10A.M.
THERE WILL BE NO MASSES ON DECEMBER 26 & 27
*******
THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
FROM DECEMBER 21 TO JANUARY 8.
****************************************************************

DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE?
Well we have just the right thing! Why not come to our
FAMILY NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY!
Fun for the whole family!
Tickets are $70 Adults; $35 Children 5-14yrs
For tickets call MARTA VISOCCHI 905-643-1396

SOCIAL ACTION/OUTREACH/ST. PATRICK'S PROJECT: Last
Wednesday our dedicated volunteers prepared a
scrumptious meal of Meatloaf with gravy, roasted
vegetables & potatoes, green salad with mandarins, raisins
and almonds plus fruit cups and Hot Chocolate. Along with
that they also baked (at home) Christmas cookies, tarts etc for each of the
guests who call at the DeMazenod Door. Thursday morning these folks
were very excited when the menu was posted on the window of
DeMazenod Door; there were a lot of GOD BLESS YOU & YOUR PARISH.
Your monthly donations to The BLUE BOX enable IHM parish to continue
to provide these wonderful meals to those who need a helping hand.
THANK YOU. The BLUE BOX is in the narthex this weekend to accept
your donations so we can continue this ministry.
This Wednesday our second group of parish volunteers will be preparing
and cooking another delicious meal for the folks who come to the
DeMazenod Door. They will also be baking Christmas goodies so those we
are helping through your generosity will be reciting many more GOD
BLESS YOU.

THE CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE
OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER WILL BE
HELD WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19.
Important Reminder that this is the LAST
weekend to buy tickets for the CWL Christmas Dinner.
The caterer has asked for firm numbers no later than
Monday, December 17. Please ensure that you purchase your tickets
this weekend. This is a lovely evening of sharing good food and laughter
with your friends and family. It is also the final event of the year before
we all break for Christmas. We will have a toonie (or whatever you want
to donate) collection for Willow's Place. Mission Services daytime drop-in
program for women on Wentworth St., N. It runs from 9-4. It's meant to
fill the gap before shelters re-open in the morning. Not only will you be
sharing food and conversation, you will also share in a couple of the 7
principles of Catholic social teaching: life and dignity of the human person
(by your donation); call to family, community, and participation, (by
breaking bread together with your Church community). Also, we will be
handing out the Service Anniversary Pins for our 2018 recipients. Thank
you. Charlene Brule-Lemmen

THE DIOCESE OF HAMILTON is conducting the One
If you are looking for some reflections, bible readings and
Heart, One Soul Campaign to raise money for every
meditations for Advent, the CWL Ontario Provincial Council
parish in the Diocese and for shared ministries. Answers
has a resource on-line. Please visit: http://www.cwl.on.ca/
to a set of Frequently Asked Questions appear in parish
sites/default/files/prayer/1792.pdf
bulletins regularly. A compilation of all questions that
**************
have been published are available throughout the campaign at oneheartonesoul.ca.
PLEASE NOTE: If you know of any League members who are ill please
What is the state of diocesan finances? Is this a desperate situation that
requires a campaign? The diocesan financial picture is strong – the amount of
contact me at either cblemmen@korver.ca
assets has grown in recent years and investments are doing well. Meanwhile, the or 905-643-5087 as we would like pray for them and send them a card.
Diocese is generous with grants and loans to parishes and Catholic organizations
Thank you. Charlene Brule-Lemmen, President
within the Diocese. Parish assessments have been stable in recent years but have
**********************************
not kept up with increases in diocesan operating costs. Property sales have been
ARE
YOU FEELING A CALL TO PRAY FOR THE DYING?
used more frequently to keep the Diocese’s operating budget balanced and strong,
Please join our prayer group, Apostolate for the Dying, in
and many assets (such as the Care and Maintenance Fund for Cemeteries) are
our prayers “Holy Hour: A Devotion for the Dying”, EVERY
restricted and not at the Diocese’s disposal. This is not an emergency situation. The
WEDNESDAY AT 3P.M IN THE CHURCH. We look
Diocese is looking ahead and acting before any kind of emergency could develop.
Overall, the campaign is a way to ensure that more parishes will be able to be selfforward to seeing you there. Please note: we will break for
sufficient over the long term, building up themselves and the Diocese at the same Christmas (December 26 to January 2) and will resume on January 9.
time. I’ve heard the Diocese has a lot of assets. Can’t those be used? At the end
of 2017, the Diocese reported assets of $322 million. However, the majority of the
ARE YOU STRUGGLING, SICK OR EXPERIENCING DIVISION
assets are restricted assets, such as the Care and Maintenance Fund for
IN
THE FAMILY.....? Join us any Thursday Evening from 7Cemeteries, money legally reserved for the maintenance of cemetery operations
9p.m. In the Parish Hall (Teaching/Talk, Meditation,
and funds held for pre-arranged funeral services and burials. Unrestricted assets
Intercessory Prayer) No Registration Required. We will
are less than a third of the total capital. Of these unrestricted assets, more than 90
break for the Christmas Holidays from December 6 to January 17.
percent is used to generate investment income that – when combined with parish
assessments – pays for annual diocesan operations (68 percent) and make funds
available for grants and loans to help parishes and organizations within and
LOOKING TO DEEPEN YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH:
outside the Diocese (32 percent). Is there any chance that funds would be used
You are invited to drop into our meeting room after Tuesday
to settle potential claims of abuse of children by clergy? The tragic stories
evening Mass to learn more about our Catholic Faith.
recently in the news, thankfully, do not reflect the circumstances and history of our
diocese. However, it should still be noted that funds raised during the campaign
JOIN THE YOUTH GROUP! Calling all children grades 3 to 6.
will be held in a segregated account, in trust for the parishes and ministries for
which they were raised. Both civil and canon law require the diocese to use the
Session Dates: January 25, February 22, April 26, May 24
gifts we receive for the stated purposes for which they were given – an obligation
from 7-8:30p.m. We will meet once a month for some fun rooted
to which we are fully committed. Regarding how the Diocese handles abuse
in Christ. Email: ihmyouth@cogeco.net.
allegations, Bishop Crosby said in an August 2018 letter to all in the Diocese: “All
Don’t forget to Bring Your Friends!
allegations of sexual misconduct have been and will continue to be taken seriously
and addressed immediately in accordance with our diocesan policy.” For a link to
WEDDING BANNS:
the full letter, see our diocesan website, hamiltondiocese.com. What kind of
There is a Promise of Marriage between
financial transparency can we expect during the campaign and beyond?
MARK SFERAZZA & TARA KORE
Transparency is a top priority for the Diocese. Summaries of diocesan financial
reports from 2012 through 2017 are on the diocesan website, and copies of the full
reports are available from the Diocese’s financial office. Regular updates of
SCRIPTURE READINGS: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
campaign goals, projects and fundraising will be communicated during the
1st Reading: Micah 5:2-5
campaign through a number of avenues – the website, emails, social media, to
2nd Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10
name a few.

********************************************
POWER AND PURPOSE ADULT CONFERENCE,
Franciscan University, Steubenville, Ohio June 7 – 9, 2019
“Glorious Inheritance” “May the eyes of your hearts be
enlightened, that you may know…..what are the riches of
glory in His inheritance” Ephesians 1:18 $322U.S. funds/
person – includes; $145 - registration; $105 - shared A/C room; $72 – 6
meals; Plus $80 CDN for coach bus transportation there & back (nonrefundable) to register contact; Billie Filice ihmyouth@cogeco.net Or
Nadia Gigliotti at 905-643-4460 precisecarservice@bellnet.ca

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45

STEWARDSHIP—DECEMBER 9, $3204.00
The foundation of stewardship is a generous heart.
Please note on the 15th & 30th of each month the
pre-authorized figures are included.
Thank you for your continued generosity.

