Homily Summary - 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Main Themes:
e True Greatness in God’s Kingdom: Greatness comes not from power or status, but from serving others,
following Christ’s example (Mark 10:43).
e The Suffering Servant: Jesus, as the Suffering Servant, gave His life for our salvation, fulfilling Isaiah’s
prophecy (Isaiah 53:11). His path was one of self-sacrifice and love.
e Vocations: Each person is called by God to a specific vocation—whether marriage, priesthood, diaconate,
religious life, or single life (CCC 1604, 1578). Every vocation is a call to serve God and others.
Key Scripture Passages:
e Isaiah 53:10-11: The Suffering Servant gives His life as an offering for sin, justifying many through His
afflictions.
e Mark 10:43-45: "Whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant; whoever wishes to be first
among you must be the slave of all."
e Hebrews 4:15: Jesus is our high priest, tested in every way, who sympathizes with our weaknesses and
offers us grace.
Catechism of the Catholic Church:
e CCC1604: God created man and woman out of love and calls them to love, reflecting God’s own love and
the mystery of His covenant with the Church.
e CCC1578: No one has a right to receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders, but those who feel called must
humbly submit to God’s will and seek discernment from the Church.
Theology of Vocation: Every vocation is a response to God’s call to live out our love and service to others. Whether
through marriage, priesthood, religious life, or the single life, we are all called to holiness and service. Discernment
of vocation begins with prayer, paying attention to how God is speaking to us through our desires and talents, and
being open to His will (CCC 873).
Halloween and All Saints’ Day: Halloween, or All Hallows' Eve, has Catholic origins as the vigil of All Saints' Day. It
can be celebrated in a way that honors God by remembering the saints and striving for holiness, or it can
desensitize us to evil. Seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit in how you observe it.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Confession is a powerful sacrament where we receive God's mercy and grace to
overcome our weaknesses and start anew. Jesus walks with us, offering forgiveness and strength to live out our
vocation (CCC 1422).
Mary’s Example: Mary said "yes" to God's call, accepting her vocation to be the Mother of God with humility and
trust. She is the perfect model of living out one's vocation with faith and service (Luke 1:38).
Practical Reflection:
e How is God calling you to serve others this week?
e What steps can you take to deepen your vocation and follow God's plan for your life?

Rap Summary:

Greatness isn’t power, it’s found in love,

Serving others here below, earns rewards above.
Jesus gave His life, for you and for me,

Now He calls us all to love one another selflessly.
So let’s serve our brothers, our sisters, our friends,
With Jesus by our side, for His grace never ends.

In every vocation, God’s love is our guide,

Like Mary’s “yes,” let’s walk with Christ by our side.

Takeaway: God’s love is the foundation of our lives, and He has a beautiful plan for each one of us. Through prayer,
service, and seeking God’s will, we discover our vocation and live out our call to love and serve others. Let’s be
open to His grace and follow Christ’s example of humility and service.



Reasons to come to Mass each weekend

Hebrews 10:24-25 - "And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good
deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching."

Exodus 20:8 - "Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy."

Luke 22:19 - "Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”"

Acts 2:42 - "They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers."

John 6:53-54 - "So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of
the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and
drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day."

Psalm 122:1 - "I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’"
Matthew 18:20 - "For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among
them."

Colossians 3:16 - "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs to God."

Additional resources to learn more about God and the Catholic faith
Check out the resource list available on www.frmerkley.com
Catholic Answers: https://www.catholic.com/
Word on Fire: https://www.wordonfire.org/
Formed: https://formed.org/
The Coming Home Network: https://chnetwork.org/
Catholic Exchange: https://catholicexchange.com/
Dynamic Catholic: https://dynamiccatholic.com/
The Augustine Institute: https://augustineinstitute.org/
Ascension Press: https://ascensionpress.com/
EWTN: https:/www.ewtn.com/
The Catholic Company: https://www.catholiccompany.com/
Busted Halo: https://bustedhalo.com/
CatholicCulture.org: https://www.catholicculture.org/
The Thomistic Institute: https://thomisticinstitute.org/
Ignatius Press: https://www.ignatius.com/
Catholic Education Resource Center (CERC): https://www.catholiceducation.org/
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