
Homily Summary - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Main Themes: 

• The divine calling of marriage as a covenant of love and unity. 
• Every vocation, whether marriage, priesthood, or religious life, is a path to holiness and a reflection of 

God’s love. 
Key Scripture Passages: 

• Mark 10:9: "What God has joined together, no human being must separate." 
o Marriage is not merely a social contract but a sacred covenant established by God. 

• Genesis 2:18: "It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a suitable partner." 
o Marriage reflects the unity and partnership designed by God, where spouses stand beside each 

other as “battle partners” in life’s journey. 
Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

• CCC 1601: “The matrimonial covenant, by which a man and a woman establish between themselves a 
partnership of the whole of life, is by its nature ordered toward the good of the spouses and the 
procreation and education of offspring.” 

o Marriage is a sacred union that calls spouses to lifelong love, faithfulness, and the formation of 
a family. 

• CCC 1625: The free exchange of consent between spouses is essential for a valid marriage. Marriage 
requires a mutual commitment to love and honor each other for life. 

Vocations and Holiness: 
• Every vocation (marriage, priesthood, religious life) calls for commitment, love, and sacrifice. Each 

vocation is a path to holiness, leading us closer to God and shaping us in His image. 
• October is the Month of Vocations in Hamilton Diocese: a reminder to pray for more priests and 

religious to serve the Church. 
Practical Reflection: 

• Why does marriage matter? 
o Marriage reflects God's love for His Church (Eph 5:25). 
o Strong, faithful marriages bring peace and stability to families and communities. 
o Marriage is a path to holiness where spouses help each other grow closer to God. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
• For those who have experienced broken relationships, Jesus offers healing and peace through 

Reconciliation. God’s mercy is available to all, bringing restoration and hope. 
Reflection Questions: 

• How can I live out my vocation more fully today? 
• In what ways can I invite God’s grace into my relationships and family life? 

Mary’s Example: 
• Mary’s “yes” to God’s plan serves as a model for all vocations. She trusted God completely, showing us 

how to live in humble service to His will. 
Rap Summary: God’s love in marriage, in family, too, 
A call to be holy in all that we do. 
Pray and forgive, live with God’s grace, 
And see His love shine in every face. 
Through joy and struggle, God’s peace will remain, 
With His love, we can weather every pain. 
Together with Christ, hand in hand, we’ll stand, 
Building our lives on His love’s firm command. 
Takeaway: God’s love calls each of us to a life of holiness in our vocation. Whether in marriage or any other 
calling, we are invited to reflect His love, peace, and joy in our lives, leading us and others closer to Heaven. 



 

 

Reasons to come to Mass each weekend 

 

Hebrews 10:24-25 - "And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good 

deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 

another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching." 

Exodus 20:8 - "Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy." 

Luke 22:19 - "Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.’" 

Acts 2:42 - "They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers." 

John 6:53-54 - "So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of 

the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and 

drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day.'" 

Psalm 122:1 - "I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’" 

Matthew 18:20 - "For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 

them." 

Colossians 3:16 - "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one 

another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs to God." 

 

Additional resources to learn more about God and the Catholic faith 

• Check out the resource list available on www.frmerkley.com 

• Catholic Answers: https://www.catholic.com/ 

• Word on Fire: https://www.wordonfire.org/ 

• Formed: https://formed.org/ 

• The Coming Home Network: https://chnetwork.org/ 

• Catholic Exchange: https://catholicexchange.com/ 

• Dynamic Catholic: https://dynamiccatholic.com/ 

• The Augustine Institute: https://augustineinstitute.org/ 

• Ascension Press: https://ascensionpress.com/ 

• EWTN: https://www.ewtn.com/ 

• The Catholic Company: https://www.catholiccompany.com/ 

• Busted Halo: https://bustedhalo.com/ 

• CatholicCulture.org: https://www.catholicculture.org/ 

• The Thomistic Institute: https://thomisticinstitute.org/ 

• Ignatius Press: https://www.ignatius.com/ 

• Catholic Education Resource Center (CERC): https://www.catholiceducation.org/ 
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