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Throughout history many great men leaders are revered, but seldom are the
 great women remembered.
 All women are sacred and remembered as a whole for what they gave and
 sacrificed as the Œback bone¹ for the People.
 Wiyaka Sinte Win (Tail Feather Woman) is deserving of additional honor because
 she received a vision which still today blesses all the People. She deserves
 recognition and honor for the remarkable feat that she performed and the
 vision she was given by the Creator.  Historians called her Santee.  If she
 would not have received the vision and completed her commitment, our culture
 would be so different today, perhaps our existence.   Therefore it is
 important that we re-educate our People, as it seems that somewhere in
 history, her story has been forgotten and her memory has not been fully
 honored. 
 The vision was given during a time when  our People were running for their
 lives. It was told to her that the sound of the drum would not only unite the
 People, but especially during that time when the Calvary  was massacring our
 People, the creation of the Big Drum would stop the blood shed. The Big Drum
 ceremony came from Tail Feather Woman, the story as follows:
 Tail Feather Woman was by her camp gathering food sometime after Little
 Big Horn, when the Blue Coats invaded her traveling camp. There are some
 versions that say she told the Anishinabe that her four sons died in the
 invasion, some do not mention this, in any case, she ran for her life from the
 Blue Coats who were on horse back.
 She dove in the lake and thought quickly enough to grab a reed to breath
 through, hiding under the water for a long period of time (some say over
 night, some say for four days, in which case, it was very long for hours on
 end) While under the water, she prayed for her People to live because after
 Little Big Horn, the Calvary were retaliating against any traveling camps
 leaving from the area, targeting those that had participated in the Battle. 
 After much suffering and prayers, the Creator gifted the People by giving Tail
 Feather Woman a vision of the Big Drum. The pounding of the drum is to bring
 healing for the People and to bring them together in unity. It was also told
 that the drum would cause the white man to put down their weapons toward the
 people and stop the bloodshed. 
After the Blue Coats camped and waited for her to come up, Tail Feather Woman
 arose from the water by the calling of the spirit and wept of loosing her
 children, where upon she was able to walk through the camp of the blue coat
 soldiers, unseen. Tail Feather Woman was invisible to them and walked across
 the plains to find her other family members that got away. Exhausted and ill,
 she finally found them, they nursed her back to health and she told of her
 experience and vision.  As directed by the Creator she headed east with her
 family. She left to the area she was born and found the Anishinabe People in
 northern Minnesota.
 As directed, she passed on the vision, along with the songs and protocols for
 the ceremony. This ceremony still exists today with many Big Drum Societies.
 The Big Drum was not only was embraced by the Tribes mentioned and our own
 People, but it spread to many other tribes in the four directions, but
 only parts of her teachings seeped along with the knowledge of the Big Drum.
 Today popular version is the Pow-wow drum, but the knowledge of where it
derived from somehow got erased.
 There is a belief of a Tribe in the South, that we as humans should carry on
 our life in honor of our family and People, we should never suffer the 3rd
 death. The first is when our spirit leaves our body, the second is when our
 body goes in the ground, the third death (that one should never suffer); is to
 suffer the death in the memory of your family and relatives.
 So we remember Tail Feather Woman (aka Eagle Tail Woman), a unique name, as it
 is the part of the eagle that is used for any of our ceremonial rites, you
 need that eagle tail feather to participate in most of our seven sacred rites,
 a powerful name. She was one of our Nation¹s women that survived a tremendous
feat, through strength and endurance, earning a powerful vision of healing. We
 should not allow her memory to die with her own people or rather; this story
 should be reborn to her People that she lived in honor of our people.
 
 In 2008, Chris Leith, who is half Ojibway and half Dakota shared the knowledge
 from his Grandmother; she told him the story of Tail Feather Woman attending
 Little Big Horn Meeting, she also asked him to remember the place of her
 vision, Pickerel Lake ( better known as Hog¹an Tanka "Big Fish Lake" which is
 located in the west in South Dakota.  
 In the same year, we took a horse to the Mill Lac Big Drum Society and
 presented them with the gift and were met by emotional Elders. 
 The horse (whose name is Ox) carried gifts of Pendleton’s and star quilts
 brought by each band of the Lakota, Dakota, Nakota members who wanted to learn
 about her vision and the Anishinabe Big Drum Society. It was told later by the
 Elders why they were emotional, Tail Feather Woman left a prophecy of a time
 in the future when her People would come to their People and bring a gift of a
 horse, which would be a sign of great healing between the Nations.
 In 2008 we held an honoring ceremony at Pickerel Lake, inviting the Big Drum
 Societies. 
 We honored the memory of Tail Feather Woman with a Horse Dance and Puppy
 ceremony, two ceremonies the Anishinabe had lost.
 This summer we will begin a ceremonial Horse Ride from the site of Pickerel
 Lake where Tail Feather Woman¹s vision took place on the Sisseton Wahpeton
 Oyate Reservation.  The ride will begin on June 6th covering a 250-mile
 journey to Bdote (aka Fort Snelling area) arriving for an opening ceremony on
 June 18th to start World Peace and Prayer Day activities. The riders from the
 west will participate in a Horse Dance on June 19th.
 
                             The memory of Tail Feather Woman will be known

