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Lime Down is a massive 3,000 acre Solar Industrial Development
that will blight this area of the Cotswolds for the next 60 years.

It is proposed by Island Green Power, a Bermuda-registered
company 100% owned by Australian venture capital group
Macquarie. You may know this organisation as the ‘investors’
that ran Thames Water into serious debt.

The planned site links five separate zones of 4.5m high

solar panels, outsize battery storage facilities and electrical
substations, and a 13 mile/20km cable route to the grid
connection in Melksham, tunnelling under the M4 and the railway
line. The negative impact will be everlasting.

Stop Lime Down is a campaign to stop this industrialisation of
the countryside. We support renewable energy — but generated
responsibly, fairly and effectively. Lime Down is the wrong
development, in the wrong place.

It can and must be stopped.
This booklet explains how you can help do so.
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Typical change to landscape if proposed solar project proceeds
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YOUR VOICE REALLY WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE

The Planning Inspectorate is currently examining the application made by the
developer. During this process they will take into consideration comments
put forward by the public before deciding whether or not the proposal

should go ahead.

Your opinion is critical - PLEASE REGISTER TODAY
You have just a few weeks in which to register your objection to Lime Down.
NOW is the time when everyone must play their part.

How to make your voice heard.

It’s as easy as 1-2-3. It takes 5 minutes. It preserves our countryside

for the next 60 years.

1 Go to the Lime Down project on the Planning Inspectorate
website using the QR or via the link on stoplimedown.com.

2 Complete the series of standard questions

— name, address, etc.

3 You will then be asked
to comment on the proposal
in your own words.

Assuming you are opposing the
development, it will help to begin
with the phrase ‘I object’.

There is no limit to the number of
reasons you include, but please
separate each reason with a
number or bullet point.

What do you want to tell us about
this proposed project?

You must include comments with your registration. Your comments must
be about what you consider to be the main issues and impacts. You should

include as much detail as possible and cover anything that may affect your
day-to-day life.

This information will be:

« seen by the examining authority
« published on our website

You will be able to submit further comments during the examination of the
application once you have registered

Registration comments

Finally, you will be asked to check your entry and

You will have your own thoughts and opinions on the development. But to
help we've put together over the next few pages some of the factors you

may wish to consider.
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-132kv substation -400kv substation : BESS (see below)

BESS - battery energy storage system

BESS fires release a combination of toxic chemicals that
require total evacuation of people, pets, horses and livestock
over a wide radius. The fire at Moss Landing, California, in
January 2025 required evacuation over a 4-mile radius.
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Above: Height of panels

Below: Typical effect on landscape




GrOUHd condition & Contamlnatlon
Footpaths & Bridlewa)§s0 \ears
Human healfi (ymulative effecty’ Glinta glare

4 5m solar panels

Tourism & recreatin NarrOW country 1anes

LandSCape & ViSUa| Impact
Major accidents & disasters ¢yCing

FlOQq rigk The FOSS,G Way

Loss Of hedgerows gnd trees

AiquaIityQuFOOd before proflt

wongQuality of Life

The local €Conomy Mental We||being

proximity {0 the njne VillagesInVertg s

industriglisation

Aternative sitesto Lime Down 'Sted BU"dings

Road Safetycultura| he;itage

7m Transformers

Noise[_;i-re- rISk & pOisonOUS gaSes
vibration ROad Congestlon

The CO’[SWQIdS Batterieg

NoiSse Pilind 0km 1ong cable '
Heavy lorries & abnormal loaagubstalons



REASONS TO OBJECT

There are as many valid reasons to oppose this proposal as there are people
who live, work, and spend time in our countryside.

When submitting your objection, make it personal and specific to how this
scheme will affect you and the area you know best. General statements such
as “solar panels should be on roofs” will carry little weight with the Planning
Inspectorate. What matters are the direct impacts this development will have
on you. Tell the Inspectorate clearly and in your own words.

Individual testimony is powerful — and thousands of personal voices together
make a case that cannot be ignored.

Harm to the protected landscape The proposal is contrary to national
planning policy which affords the highest level of protection to AONBs/
National Landscapes.

Loss of high quality agricultural land The permanent loss of nearly 2,000
acres of food-producing land to an industrial use.

Environmental and ecological impact Harm to protected species,
biodiversity, trees, woodlands, and soil health. Increased pollution and
greenhouse gases from construction. Loss of carbon sequestration ability.

Significant, unavoidable harm The developers themselves admit the
project will have “significant effects on the environment,” with lasting
“‘residual” damage to landscapes, wildlife, soils, and heritage, even after
attempted mitigation.

Flood risk increased No mitigation or alleviation plans have been
proposed, bringing an unacceptable risk to our local environment, water
sources, flood safety, and with potentially serious insurance implications.

Impact on heritage assets Visual and physical impact on listed buildings,
archaeological sites, and historic landscapes. With knock-on effect on
tourism and leisure.

Loss of amenity Many miles of public rights of way face temporary
closures and diversions during construction. Footpaths may be changed for
ever. (See front cover photo.)



Construction traffic The inadequacy of narrow local roads for the
anticipated volume of construction traffic and daily workers. Current
estimates are for 104 HGV trips, 24 bus trips, and 334 car trips PER DAY
during construction, with up to 622 workers on site.

Community impact The destruction of the character and nature of the area
— why so many of us cherish where we live — will inevitably have a negative
effect not only on local businesses and institutions, but on the mental well-
being of residents.

Loss of influence The developer could own the land and could have the
right to use it however they see fit at the end of the 60-year solar facility. Do
we really believe a large-scale industrial site will revert to agricultural use?

It is far more likely it will be used for new housing or similar development.

No guarantees Ciritical plans to manage construction traffic, noise, and
environmental damage won'’t be finalised until after proposal is approved.
We’re being asked to sign a blank cheque.

Then what? No provision has been made by the developer for
decommissioning. Most of us won’t be around in 60 years time, but our
children and grandchildren will be. We owe it to them not to leave such a
grim legacy.



Formed in March 2024, Stop Lime Down is an unpald group of North
Wiltshire residents, with paid expert professionals to scrutinise the
documentation on your behalf.

Thanks to the generous financial support of hundreds of local residents,
we have engaged a nationally recognised legal and professional team

— including a leading barrister, specialist planning solicitors, and
experts in landscape, heritage, ecology, and traffic. They will present the
strongest possible case on behalf of the Cotswolds during the Planning
Inspectorate Examination.

We are determined to stop this inappropriate industrial development.
Using every available resource, we will protect our countryside, our
heritage and our communities — for us, and for future generations.

Our website provides full details of our team and the significant progress
we have already made.

While our current priority is maximising registrations with the Planning
Inspectorate, our campaign is entirely funded by donations. Any support
you can give will directly strengthen the expert defence of the Cotswolds.

Go to stoplimedown.com/maps
for the proposed site and cable route.

Some of the images used in this booklet have been created for illustrative purposes.
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DON’T WAIT. ACT NOW.
REGISTER BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE.
It takes 5 minutes.
It preserves our countryside for the next 60 years.

By following the advice in this booklet,
you will be making a powerful statement.
That the Cotswolds are worth protecting,

and that their history, landscape,
and way of life are worth fighting for.

This is a defining moment
for the future of our countryside.
With your help we WILL win.

stoplimedown.com



