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ELDRIDGE  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION

THE glEn  EllEn Historical sociEty envisions the permanent protection, 
preservation and management of selected buildings and structures, the 

historic cemetery, and related landscapes that sit within the boundaries of the 
Historic District of the Sonoma Developmental Center at Eldridge.  
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sonoma dEvEloPmEntal cEntEr            
 15000 arnold drivE 

EldridgE, california 95431

In 1891,�WKH�ÀUVW�UHVLGHQWV�PRYHG�LQWR�WKH�6RQRPD�6WDWH�+RPH�IRU�WKH�&DUH�DQG�7UDLQLQJ�RI�WKH�)HHEOH�0LQGHG�
Children, an institution located in the oak savannah hills of rural Glen Ellen, California. Now known as Sonoma 

'HYHORSPHQWDO�&HQWHU��6'&���WKLV�IDFLOLW\�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�RI�LWV�NLQG�LQ�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��)RU�RYHU�����\HDUV�
SDC was recognized as the premier facility in California to treat people with developmental disabilities and the 
largest employer in Sonoma Valley.

7KH�ÀUVW�KDOI�RI�WKH�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�VDZ�PHGLFDO�DGYDQFHPHQWV�DQG�VKLIWLQJ�EHOLHIV�UHJDUGLQJ�WUHDWPHQW�RI�SHRSOH�
with intellectual disabilities. New construction displayed gradual transitions, combining the prevailing architectural 
trends with modernized designs and the evolution toward providing for ‘long term care’. Eventually the romantic 
Arts and Crafts style cottages became the norm for those residing at SDC. 

7KH�FDPSXV�DQG�VXUURXQGLQJ�DUHDV�KDYH�EHHQ�LGHQWLÀHG�DV�DQ�+LVWRULF�'LVWULFW��DQG�LV�OLVWHG�RQ�ÀOH�DW�WKH�
Northwest Information Center of the California Historical Information System.  The SDC property is also eligible 
for listing on the California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR) and the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP).  Consisting of at least 40 contributing resources, this Historic District’s designed landscape and Colony 
3ODQ�UHSUHVHQW�VLJQLÀFDQW�VKLIWV�LQ�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�KLVWRU\��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ·V�UROH�LQ�WKH�KLVWRULF�WUDQVLWLRQ�RI�
medicine.

7KLV�QDUUDWLYH�ZDV�DGDSWHG�IURP�%ULDQ�0DWXN·V������7HUPLQDO�3URMHFW�IRU�WKH�IXOÀOOPHQW�RI�D�0DVWHU�RI�6FLHQFH�GHJUHH�LQ�+LVWRULF�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�
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vision

As stewards of this proposal, the Glen Ellen Historical Society encourages the participation of the local community 
to explore, research and discover its long standing and intertwined relationship to Sonoma Developmental Center 
and celebrate together in their shared history.

The GEHS vision for Eldridge includes the following priorities:
��3UHVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�RI�KLVWRULFDOO\�VLJQLÀFDQW�EXLOGLQJV��VWUXFWXUHV��ODQGVFDSHV�DQG�KLVWRULF�FHPHWHU\�
• Preservation of the SDC Library and other sources of written knowledge.
• Preservation of historic artifacts and digital archives currently stored on campus.
• Preservation of the knowledge possessed by individuals associated with SDC, Eldridge and Glen Ellen.
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our goals

 •To designate and establish an Historic Preservation Area which will include the historic cemetery— 
under county, state and federal government directives.
� �7R�HVWDEOLVK�D�PXVHXP�GHGLFDWHG�WR�SUHVHUYDWLRQ��GRFXPHQWDWLRQ��DQG�RͿHULQJ�IRU�GLVSOD\�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�
SDC and it’s undeniable relationship to Glen Ellen, Eldridge and other local communities.  
� �7R�HVWDEOLVK�D�OLEUDU\�GHGLFDWHG�WR�UHVHDUFKLQJ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�6'&·V�����\HDUV�DV�D�FDUH�IDFLOLW\��LWV�PHGLFDO�
advances and achievements, and its long standing relationship with the local community.
 •To preserve the knowledge of individuals closely associated with the inner working of this care facility 
and the surrounding  communities that were directly involved.
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Historic Buildings & otHEr fEaturEs to BE PrEsErvEd

california and nrHP status codEs

7KH�&DOLIRUQLD�6WDWH�2΀FH�RI�+LVWRULF�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�VWDWXV�FRGHV�DUH�R΀FLDO�OLVWLQJ�GHVLJQDWRUV�WKDW�DUH�XVHG�DV�D�
JXLGH�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�SDUWLFXODU�DQG�RU�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�FXOWXUDO�DQG�KLVWRULF�UHVRXUFHV��7KH�FRGHV�
OLVWHG�LQ�WKH�&DO��6WDWXV�&RGH�FROXPQV�DUH�WKRVH�R΀FLDOO\�OLVWHG�E\�WKH�6WDWH�RI�&DOLIRUQLD���+RZHYHU��WKH�3URIHVVLRQDO�
(GXFDWLRQ�%XLOGLQJ�LV�FXUUHQWO\�OLVWHG�RQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�5HJLVWU\�RI�+LVWRULF�3ODFHV��7KHVH�GHÀQLWLRQV�DUH�IRU�WKH�VWDWXV�
codes listed on the following pages. Additional information and a complete listing of status codes can be found at 
WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�2΀FH�RI�+LVWRULF�3ODFHV�ZHEVLWH��

��6��,QGLYLGXDOO\�OLVWHG�LQ�WKH�15�E\�WKH�.HHSHU��/LVWHG�LQ�WKH�&5���
��'��$SSHDUV�HOLJLEOH�IRU�15�DV�D�FRQWULEXWRU�WR�D�15�HOLJLEOH�PXOWL�FRPSRQHQW�UHVRXUFH�WKURXJK�VXUYH\�HYDOXDWLRQ�
•3S: Appears eligible for NR individually through survey evaluation.
��=��)RXQG�LQHOLJLEOH�IRU�15��&5�RU�ORFDO�GHVLJQDWLRQ�WKURXJK�VXUYH\�HYDOXDWLRQ�

1RWH³�,WHPV�OLVWHG�DV��=�LQ�WKH�FROXPQ��ZKLOH�QRW�FRQVLGHUHG�VLJQLÀFDQW�E\�WKH�6WDWH�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��DUH�WKRVH�WKDW�WKH�*(+6�KDV�
GHWHUPLQHG�WR�KDYH�VLJQLÀFDQFH�WR�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�
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Original Hospital circa 1915



EstaBlisHing an Historic arEa
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Historic boundary of Eldridge Map of SDC buildings at Eldridge



Historic district nomination & listing

*(+6�ZLOO�VXEPLW�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�WR�LQFOXGH�WKH�6'&�SURSHUW\�DW�(OGULGJH��DQG�RU�SDUWLFXODUO\�VLJQLÀFDQW�
components of the property, on one or more of the following listings as a recognized Historic District:
 • Sonoma County Landmarks
 • California Historical Landmarks
 • California Points of Historical Interest
 • California Register of Historical Resources
 • National Register of Historic Places

7KHVH�R΀FLDO�UHJLVWHUV
�FDQ�SURYLGH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�EHQHÀWV�
 • Provide limited protection and preservation
� ��3URSHUW\�7D[�5HGXFWLRQ�XQGHU�WKH�0LOOV�$FW
 • Property will be listed under the State Historic Building Code which is intended to facilitate the 
  rehabilitation or change of occupancy through a process that encourages preservation 
 • Support for county and state recognized historic plaques and markers

Eldridge has already been assessed to meet the eligibility requirements of the California Historical     
/DQGPDUNV�SURJUDP��&+/��DV�WKH�ÀUVW�DQG�PRVW�VLJQLÀFDQW�LQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�LWV�NLQG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VWDWH���7KH�
Department of General Services, on behalf of the Department of Developmental Services, determined that 
���LQGLYLGXDO�UHVRXUFHV�ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�6'&�SURSHUW\�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�D�SRWHQWLDO�+LVWRULF�
District. 


�0D\�UHTXLUH�DGGLWLRQDO�HQYLURQPHQWDO�UHYLHZ�XQGHU�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�(QYLURQPHQWDO�4XDOLW\�$FW
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tHE musEum

idEntifying a Building

THE idEa of a musEum�SUHGDWHV�WKH�+LVWRULFDO�6RFLHW\·V�LQYROYHPHQW��,WV�RULJLQV�GDWH�EDFN�WR������ZKHQ�WKH�6WDWH�
of California proposed their plan for a museum on campus and to be housed in the old Superintendent’s 

UHVLGHQFH��D�4XHHQ�$QQH�VW\OH�9LFWRULDQ�EXLOW��������,Q�1RYHPEHU������D�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�WR�
oversee and manage its implementation. The process moved ahead and the museum was formally dedicated in 
$XJXVW������ZLWK�D�JUDQG�RSHQLQJ�VFKHGXOHG�IRU�2FWREHU��VW���6DGO\��WKH�PXVHXP�IHOO�EHKLQG�VFKHGXOH�DQG�ZDV�
ultimately shelved.

7KH�*(+6�LV�HQFRXUDJHG�E\�WKH�&RXQW\·V�WKUHH�\HDU�6SHFLÀF�3ODQ�SURFHVV�DQG�WKHLU�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�DFFHSW�VXJJHVWHG�
ideas from the community for the future use of the SDC campus and its beautiful grounds and surrounding 
property. Our vision for a museum has never waned over the years, and now with the facility closed we feel it’s 
PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�HYHU�WR�ÀQDOO\�EULQJ�WKLV�PXVHXP�WR�IUXLWLRQ��

7KH�*(+6�KDV�EHHQ�OHDGLQJ�WKLV�PRYHPHQW�IRU�D�PXVHXP�DQG�OLEUDU\�IRU�RYHU�WZHOYH�\HDUV��2XU�HͿRUWV��WKRXJK�
challenging at times, have remained focused and steadfast to our goal. Initially our vision was to follow with the 
original plans of the State and have the Superintendent’s residence remain as the chosen venue for the museum site. 
8QIRUWXQDWHO\�WKH�EXLOGLQJ·V�FXUUHQW�SK\VLFDO�FRQGLWLRQ�DQG�RWKHU�FRQWULEXWLQJ�IDFWRUV�KDYH�IRUFHG�XV�WR�H[SORUH�
GLͿHUHQW�EXLOGLQJ�RSWLRQV��

+RZHYHU��ZLWK�VX΀FLHQW�IXQGLQJ�IRU�UHQRYDWLRQ�ZH·UH�FRQÀGHQW�WKDW�WKH�6XSHULQWHQGHQW·V�UHVLGHQFH��ZKLFK�LV�RQ�
the County’s Historic Registry, can, and should be the proper home for the museum and library. With that said, 
ZH�KDYH�LGHQWLÀHG�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�EXLOGLQJV�WKDW�ZH�IHHO�FRXOG�EH�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�VLWH�IRU�WKH�0XVHXP��.LQJ�&RWWDJH��
%DQH�7KRPSVRQ�DQG�0F'RXJDOO�DOO�KDYH�DWWULEXWHV�PDNLQJ�WKHP�H[FHOOHQW�FKRLFHV�
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PrEsErving individual Historic 
rEsourcEs

An extensive collection of artifacts are waiting to be curated, 
documented, and placed into a permanent museum and 
library for public exhibit and study.  The artifacts include but 
are not limited to:

��2΀FH�DQG�KRXVHKROG�IXUQLWXUH�IURP�WKH�ODWH�����·V
• Vintage medical equipment and storage cabinets
��0HGLFDO�VXSSRUW�LWHPV�VXFK�DV�YLQWDJH�RDN�ZKHHOFKDLUV���
 custom made adaptive equipment, and seating systems
• Photographs, maps, and other images
• Religious items
��$Q�HQWLUH�PHGLFDO�OLEUDU\�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������� � �
 volumes, and reproductions of original documents.
• An extensive collection of digitized documents and images  
 from the original archives 
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local significancE
oral HistoriEs & narrativEs

7KH�*(+6�LV�GRFXPHQWLQJ�OLYLQJ�KLVWRULHV�IURP�VWDͿ�DQG�ORFDO�UHVLGHQWV��PDQ\�ZKRVH�IDPLOLHV�KDYH�ZRUNHG�DV�FDUH�
givers at Eldridge spanning several generations. These stories of local community engagement in the service to 
others is quite prevalent and worthy of sharing.
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organizations:
 Audubon Canyon Ranch Bouverie Preserve
 Baseline Consulting of Glen Ellen
 Cultural Resources Practitioners LLC of Santa Rosa  
� *OHQ�(OOHQ�)LUH�'HSDUWPHQW
� *OHQ�(OOHQ�)RUXP�
� *OHQ�(OOHQ�9LOODJH�0DUNHW
 Jack London Lodge
 Jack London Park Partners   
� .HQZRRG�'HSRW�
� .HQZRRG�3UHVV
� 0DULQH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�,QVLWXWH�
� 2DN�+LOO�)DUPV
 Page & Turnbull
 Sonoma County Heritage Network
 Sonoma County Historical Society 
 Sonoma Ecology Center
 Sonoma Land Trust 
� 6RQRPD�0RXQWDLQ�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�
 Sonoma Valley Historical Society
� 9DOOH\�RI�WKH�0RRQ�:LQHU\
 

individuals:  
 Patricia Cullinan, president, Sonoma Valley   
  Historical Society  
� $UWKXU�'DZVRQ��$XWKRU�+LVWRULDQ
 Robert Demler, City of Sonoma Historian  
� -D\�*DPHO��IRXQGHU��.HQZRRG�3UHVV
 Susan Gorin, Sonoma County Supervisor,   
� � 'LVWULFW���
 Sandra Hansen, former Director of Sonoma’s   
� � KLVWRULF�'HSRW�3DUN�0XVHXP
 Susan Brandt Hawley, Preservationist Attorney
 Dr. Alice Horowitz 
 Gaye LeBaron, Historian, Santa Rosa Press   
  Democrat
�� 'DQLHO�0DUNZ\Q��668�SURIHVVRU�RI�KLVWRU\�� �
  emeritus, Sonoma County Historical   
  Records Commissioner emeritus
� .DWKOHHQ�0LOOHU��3UHVLGHQW��3DUHQW�+RVSLWDO�� �
  Association of SDC
� 'U��/DQFH�0RUJDQ��%RGHJD�0DULQH�/DERUDWRU\
� .DWKHULQH�5LQHKDUW��+LVWRU\�	�*HQHDORJ\�
� � /LEUDU\�0DQDJHU�RI�WKH�6RQRPD�&RXQW\���
  Library and President of the Sonoma   
  County Heritage Network
  Tracy Salcedo, Author Laughing Press Inc.
 Jim Shere, Executive Director emeritus GEHS 
 Eric Stanley, Curator of History, Sonoma 
� � &RXQW\�0XVHXP�

Potential Collaborators & Funding streams
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futurE funding critEria

for usE & managEmEnt

THErE is a nEw intErEst LQ�UHYLWDOL]LQJ�KLVWRULF�GLVWULFWV���'XH�WR�FXUUHQW�HQWKXVLDVP�IRU�ÁH[LEOH��FXOWXUDOO\�
VLJQLÀFDQW�DQG�FKDUDFWHU�ULFK�VSDFH�DV�ZHOO�DV�VRFLDO�DQG�GHPRJUDSKLF�IRUFHV�WKDW�IDYRU�WKHVH�GLVWULFWV��WKH�*OHQ�

(OOHQ�+LVWRULFDO�6RFLHW\�LV�FRQÀGHQW�WKDW�WKH�(OGULGJH�&HQWHU�IRU�+LVWRULF�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�EHFRPH�D�UHDOLW\�
EXW�ZLOO�JUHDWO\�EHQHÀW�WKH�FRPPXQLW\���

5HVHDUFK�IURP�WKH�1DWLRQDO�7UXVW�IRU�+LVWRULF�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�VKRZV�WKDW�RYHU�����RI�0LOOHQQLDOV�H[SUHVV�VXSSRUW�IRU�
KLVWRULF�SUHVHUYDWLRQ���:LWK�WKLV�LQ�PLQG�*(+6�LV�PRYLQJ�IRUZDUG�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�WKLV�FXOWXUDOO\�VLJQLÀFDQW�DQG�KLVWRULF�
space.

*(+6�KDV�DOUHDG\�UHFHLYHG�JUDQWV�DQG�IXQGLQJ�WR�VXSSRUW�DQ�+LVWRULF�0XVHXP�RQ�WKH�SURSHUW\���7KH�WRZQVSHRSOH�
overwhelmingly support the creation of this district.

The Board of Directors of GEHS and the general membership include experienced legal, development, and 
JUDQW�ZULWLQJ�DQG�FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�SURIHVVLRQDOV���*(+6�LV�FRQÀGHQW�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�VHFXUH�WKH�VXSSRUW�DQG�
backing needed.

7KHUH�LV�D�SODQ�WR�HVWDEOLVK�´)ULHQGV�RI�WKH�*OHQ�(OOHQ�+LVWRULFDO�6RFLHW\�0XVHXP�DQG�+LVWRULF�'LVWULFWµ�WR�IXUWKHU�
the activities of the museum and district and provide support in the achievement of the museum’s goals. The 
)ULHQGV�ZLOO�EH�LQVWUXPHQWDO�LQ�RUJDQL]LQJ�IXQGUDLVHUV�DQG�RWKHU�HYHQWV�WKDW�ZLOO�SURYLGH�ÀQDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�IRU�
PXVHXP�XSNHHS��VWD΀QJ��SXUFKDVHV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�HYHQWV��



There are many avenues to fund historical and cultural resource preservation and these are some of the programs 
that GEHS is beginning to investigate.
� ��6WDWH�+LVWRULF�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�2΀FH
 • National Park Service Historic Preservation Grant Division
 • National Trust for Historic Preservation
� ��2WKHU�)HGHUDOO\�)XQGHG�5HVRXUFHV
� ��3ULYDWHO\�)XQGHG�*UDQWV��6FKRODUVKLSV�	�)HOORZVKLSV
� ��*HQHUDO�5HVRXUFHV�IRU�*UDQW�	�)XQGUDLVLQJ�6HHNHUV

In creating an historic district, GEHS is making sure that we are protecting and revitalizing the character of the 
community and ensuring that some of the most iconic, precious and  diverse collection of architectural buildings, 
sites and objects are preserved for future generations.

It is well documented that well preserved and revitalized historic districts give an older area an economic boost.   
,W�LV�FOHDU�IURP�PDQ\�VRXUFHV�WKDW�KLVWRULFDO�GHVLJQDWLRQV�DͿHFW�SURSHUW\�YDOXHV�LQ�D�SRVLWLYH�ZD\�DQG�DUH�D�ERRQ�WR�
the community. 

We envision the future site of this preservation area to be a vibrant, social and economic center for the town.  The 
museum and accompanying district will be regarded as an historical destination.

Preservation… Education… Inspiration...
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A Tale of Two Communities

THE History of glEn EllEn�LV�DQ�HVSHFLDOO\�XQLTXH�RQH���,W�WHOOV�D�VWRU\�RI�WZR�YHU\�GLͿHUHQW�LQGLYLGXDO�
FRPPXQLWLHV�WKDW�KDYH�JURZQ�XS�WRJHWKHU�RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�����\HDUV��6LWXDWHG�ZLWKLQ�D�KDOI�PLOH�RI�HDFK�

other, the Sonoma Developmental Center at Eldridge and the village of Glen Ellen have shared many of the same 
growing pains and outcomes. Their intertwined relationship, like siblings, is inseparable. 

$V�VWHZDUGV�RI�ORFDO�KLVWRU\��*(+6�IHHOV�GXW\�ERXQG�WR�VKDUH�ZKDW�KDV�EHHQ�OHDUQHG�WKURXJK�UHVHDUFK�DQG�
discovery. To know the history of Glen Ellen you must also know the history of Eldridge, for their individual 
histories cannot be fully understood without examining them together. 

As historians and leaders in the community, GEHS recognizes the need for preserving the story and legacy of 
&DOLIRUQLD·V�ÀUVW�KRPH�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�GHYHORSPHQWDO�GLVDELOLWLHV��7KLV�LV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WZR�FRPPXQLWLHV�WKDW�KDYH�
coexisted for over a century, shaping society’s understanding of care for the state’s most vulnerable population. 

,W�LV�YLWDOO\�LPSRUWDQW��QRW�RQO\�IRU�&DOLIRUQLD�EXW�IRU�VRFLHW\�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQV�PDGH�E\�WKLV�FXWWLQJ�
edge Developmental Center with the establishment of an historic preservation area and museum.
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3KRWRJUDSKV�RI�+LVWRULF�6LJQLÀFDQFH

Main buildings, approximately 1900

!e Dairy, approximately 1910

Madrona, 1894

!e Gymnasium, approximately 1925
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$GGLWLRQDO�3KRWRJUDSKV�RI�+LVWRULF�6LJQLÀFDQFH

Laurel Cottage, 1907

Original Assembly Hall

Madrona, approximately 1950

Original Carousel, 1922
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7KLV�SURSRVDO�ZDV�FRPSLOHG���������E\�&KDUOHV�0LNXOLN��*UHJJ�0RQWJRPHU\��7HUHVD�0XUSK\��
$QJHOD�1DUGR�0RUJDQ��DQG�-LP�6KHUH��PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV�RI�WKH�*OHQ�(OOHQ�+LVWRULFDO�6RFLHW\�


