
OCCASION VISION

State of CA Legislation N/A 

Sonoma County Request for 
Proposals 

The overall goal of the Specific Plan effort is to guide future development to achieve an attractive and sustainable vision, which includes viable 
mixed uses and economic development, affordable housing opportunities, open space and resource conservation, cultural and historical 
preservation. The development articulated through the Specific Plan must be compatible in scale with the surrounding community, and 
consistent with State, County, and community goals.

Transform SDC 2015
Vision: Create a public-private partnership driven by community ideas and values that showcases the site’s history, maintains critical services for 
the developmentally disabled and preserves the natural resources and open space of the site.

2018 Dunbar Workshop - Glen Ellen 
Forum, Sonoma Land Trust, Sonoma 

Ecology Center,  
Glen Ellen Historical Society

Our vision is a place in relation to its surroundings, that preserves the unique character and extraordinary natural resources of the site, and that 
taps the high level of talent and opportunity in the region, to create a model array of facilities and programs that help solve our community’s 
challenges and create a high quality of life for everyone here.

Toby Rosenblatt 2019 - Presidio 
Trust’s first chairman of the Board, 
appointed to the Trust board 1997; 

retired 2005

The redevelopment of the SDC site to protect and enhance the natural, scenic and recreational resources and provide the opportunity for uses 
that support economic and environmental sustainability.

SDC Coalition 2019 (Hanna 
workshop)

Eldridge is a place where people of diverse backgrounds and interests live and work together, where natural resources are conserved and 
enhanced, concepts of sustainability and resiliency are put into practice, cultural legacies are honored, and compatibility with surrounding 
communities is preserved.

Permit Sonoma Alternatives Report 
2021 (abbreviated)

The former Sonoma Developmental Center is reinvigorated as a vibrant and sustainable community in the heart of Sonoma Valley. A mixed-use, 
pedestrian-oriented core provides a diverse array of housing choices, and serves as a magnet of innovation, research, education, and visitation. 
The surrounding open spaces flourish as natural habitats and as agricultural and recreational land linked to regional parks and open space 
systems. Development builds on the site’s rich historic legacy while meeting contemporary needs, emphasizing resiliency and sustainable 
building practices. Civic uses, community gathering places, and events attract visitors from Glen Ellen, Eldridge, and the broader Sonoma region, 
making the center a hub of community life in Sonoma Valley.
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State of CA Legislation X X X X
Sonoma County Request for 

Proposals X X X X X X X
Transform SDC 2015 X X X X

2018 Dunbar Workshop - Glen 
Ellen Forum, Sonoma Land Trust, 

Sonoma Ecology Center, Glen 
Ellen Historical Society

X X X X X X X X X

Toby Rosenblatt 2019 - Presidio 
Trust’s first chairman of the 

Board, appointed to the Trust 
board 1997; retired 2005

X X X X X X

SDC Coalition 2019 (Hanna 
workshop) X X X ~X  X X X

Permit Sonoma Alternatives 
Report 2021 X X X X X X X X



Open Space 
(7)

Affordable 
Housing  

Community 
Character 

(6)

Economic Feasibility 

Job Creation 

Community-Driven 

Historic Preservation 
(5)

Trust as 
Governance 

 
Adaptive Reuse 

(3) 

Open Space was included in visions/guiding principles in all seven instances;  
Affordable housing and community character in six.



Survey of the Community

• Opened midday on Saturday, Dec. 11 
• Closed Tuesday, Dec. 14 
• 672 total responses 
• 247 comments (some thank-yous) 
• Questions presented in Spanish and English side-by-side on the same 

survey



205 responses

345 responses

36 responses

52 responses

28 responses

All respondents



All respondents

Highest priority – 90.4 % Highest priority – 90.2 %



All respondents



All respondents

Highest priority – 55.2 %

24 %



All respondents

88%

93 % - Glen Ellen

83 % - Sonoma Valley, 
non-Glen Ellen

86 % - employed

91 % - retired



All respondents

76 %

70 % - Glen Ellen

79 % - Sonoma Valley, 
non-Glen Ellen

70% - full time employed

79 % - retired

82% - part time employed



All respondents



What types of housing would you like to see? 
(668 respondents)

• Co-housing = yes (41%) 
• Duplexes = yes (42%) 
• Fourplexes = yes (34%) 
• 3-story apartment buildings = no (68 %) / yes (13%)  
• Accessible housing = yes (63%) 
• Single family = yes (32%) 
• Estate homes = no (81 %) / yes (7%) 



All respondents

87%

93.6 % - Glen Ellen

81.7 % - Sonoma Valley, 
non-Glen Ellen

84 % - employed

90 % - retired



All respondents



All respondents



All respondents



All respondents



Highest priority – 54.6 %

All respondents



All respondents

16.5 % - Extremely important

21.8 % - Very important

29.4 % - Important

20.6% - Neutral

11.7 % - Not important



All respondents



All respondents



All respondents 88 % - Glen Ellen

79 % - Sonoma Valley, 
non-Glen Ellen

80 % - employed

81.5 % - retired

80.8 %

8.5 %


