LOCAL NEWS

Two arrested following Sonoma
Developmental Center copper
thefts, officials say

An out-of-service fire hydrant sits amongst overgrown vegetation at the former Sonoma
Developmental Center campus in Eldridge Tuesday, April 21, 2026. (Beth Schlanker /
The Press Democrat)
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Two Sonoma residents were arrested twice in March on suspicion of stealing

copper wiring from the former Sonoma Developmental Center campus in

Eldridge, according to the Sonoma County Sheriff's Office.

The investigation began in February after patrol deputies documented three
incidents involving stolen copper, including a large spool and power lines that
had been cut and stripped from the property.

Detectives identified the suspects as John Ramey, 58, and James Doyle, 63,

“Sheriff's deputies continue to patrol the area of SDC as part of their daily
patrol activities. We are aware of the issues facing the area and are
addressing them as they come up,” Deputy Nicholas Miller said Tuesday, April
28. He encouraged people who live near the center to report any suspicious
activity to the Sheriff's Office.
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On March 13, detectives conducting surveillance at the developmental center
spotted Ramey and Doyle, who they said were seen cutting and stripping
copper from abandoned buildings on the campus.

Both men were arrested without incident, officials said, adding that
investigators later found stashes of pre-cut and stripped copper wiring
hidden along nearby walking trails, which they believe were placed there by
the suspects.

Following their arrests, Ramey and Doyle were booked into the Sonoma
County jail in Santa Rosa on suspicion of burglary, theft of copper, possession
of stolen property, conspiracy and possession of burglary tools. They were
later released.

On March 26, deputies spotted a truck registered to Doyle near the site,
according to the Sheriff's Office. Deputies later conducted a traffic stop of the
vehicle and both men were inside. Deputies reported seeing cut copper wire
and tools in plain view in the truck, the office added.

Both were arrested again. Deputies returning to the Sonoma Developmental
Center campus discovered a building that had been freshly burglarized, with
copper removed, officials said.

The two men were again jailed on suspicion of violating additional theft and
possession offenses and later released, according to the Sheriffs Office.

As of an April 19 update, the Sheriff's Office suspects about 1,500 pounds of
copper wiring was removed from the developmental center site by the two
suspects. Authorities could not say how much that amount of copper is worth
financially or provide a scope for how much damage was done to the

property.

Word of these arrests comes as residents raise concerns about security and
the overall upkeep of the former developmental center campus, which is the
site of dozens of abandoned buildings.

Opened in 1891, the developmental center provided medical care to more
than 45.000 developmentally disabled people in California before it was
officially closed in 2018.



Besides this part of the site, authorities have transferred about 750 acres of
the 945-acre property to the State Parks as open space.

Earlier this month, nearby residents, fearing increased fire risk, sounded the
alarm about potential neglect due to overgrown vegetation, damaged
buildings and inoperable fire hydrants on the property that authorities said
were the result of a broken water main.

Work to prune the overgrown vegetation began April 20. The status of the fire
hydrants remains unclear, but the Sonoma Valley Fire District does have a plan
to transport water to the site in the event of fire on the property, an official

said.

You can reach Staff Writer Ruchi Shahagadkar at
rshahagadkar@sonomanews.com or 707-521-4247.
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This Sleep Apnea Pillow is Taking Over American Bedrooms -
We Tested It

Smarter Living

Always Wrap Your Car Keys in Aluminum Foil, Here's Why

LifeHack Guru
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Boat Missing for 20 Years Reappears:

What Fishermen Found Inside!
Buzzday

Greta Thunberg's House Shocks The
Whole World, The Proof in pics

Stars Are Made

Flip Your Peanut Butter Jar Before
Storing It - It's Genius

WellnessPeek
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A Man Picked Up a Kitten on The Street, but This is What
Grew Up!

Buzzday

No More Joint Pain: Experts Swear by This Surprising

Solution
Healthier Living Tips


https://smeagol.revcontent.com/cv/v3/OZbsPMYv0Lg9MsTB8JhTz40CvqXSrqQrJsUYXKluAI3ZzYfXi3YH0_QrmDNnFpGk9Rw-XES1YweJe2RYRBtrCGKlvP9Wdc0iUbsnlNWnU1SwHfYdZnw-LxXmoStQ1DC0-M5pU1AyUMrRqW2RjD6Y9nEw4L2ATfP8OiI3j4Zcx99S8gZ89Cx8hANdwQvQ1oBp6RudNV28xOskITprAHDqR1vK8SSkDYVeGdj46YjSYBzL0OHlXDM05dufyhOwI-dmWssJoIlGe-Y9yPREIgJUtkqEhm1odrehA9hRe_ZxCmDvQ8-ZzuzZyWvhLITKnJ27AmJU-5FwlihU289ZRPgRTarX72EeKorDBJKhsSj8aBTsf5W39AtFvbL8pPkHBPqxNM1j1N_sLcVVmfvB_a082mSxRNAtdNLmhA3WjtR6-bBeHFpOls35siptx7loGVFyvsjmCt89dnnCfVHFOoVF04YFk4Z9LNbo88UTvKjTKpjUwJfxTULwTCHx02V9qq-SvnNaVeM5FgX615_exZzOyeRGo62ERrY4cf0EpgOtTY7WnycfU0SkqD3e87pkpleNPTx765d2QZytdzDVYCYjSTg0R0ulH5JIivyUxPjcDUyka_4Vlf7zLo0eWa55HUU_OwanUCmt8kcO?p=GgFDMMv9lNAGOiQ5YjhkN2IxYy0wN2RlLTQxODYtOTdhOC0wOGI1NmFiYjY4MTBCJGY0ZjIzNmEyLWY4NzgtNGJmMy05NTgwLWJhMzlmOTYxYjZiMUoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWJPIEWIRcHJlc3NkZW1vY3JhdC5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQARDYAbKO8AGRAilcj8L1KOw_qgIMOTguNDIuNTUuMTM16gIRCghncmF5X2ltcBIFZmFsc2XqAhIKCXRlc3RfbW9kZRIFZmFsc2XqAhcKDnVwc2NhbGVkX2ltYWdlEgVmYWxzZQ
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/cv/v3/EZpKzZHNtAsaghPfoPmRN5cNpNxSreIytJ0wF83OLscs8BVRrygJYCDovUGCPVwY1WZt5j2JDeO2Wi31u30PJvyGe5SmjfqoUN_xuIRagg2XlrqqHirtLYI0w3_u7ted7108fT14fsxBxuvT3qDhBXxrRTN8P_jT2Ohgr1Cm_ImPJbbJmhvWTgzY5zB5rTFzUi21b0X9h7rRvzp2Nqsy7IDvjuCLDAxQpMHok97dNHszzlRwlShjTnEQ6jduNZRifqJ9kHjixugiptr-qU2fcDoiEOvPPm_UHhNEjRSpARldy8PLsR0anPytDmHYJB-T5QG4zbIYb5nR6Lu6-7iFNTL-2LKSPPSVXUIRs7zu0X1rkCi7EX43GaYvjuLXgTu5Eso7oSKgcPBZANk5yKzT86rEnKOP-7MgXXshmpq46GH5IuA7jbB0Mn5xhSRn6Fw3EPEKBL9Rt6TFbhg7Qb3wLknTNz5RNcIQ_BeKLMjUroZc5CTnpGi9AZ6SRNiNF5n1UD-ybt6HhKd-wqtvzPoAQ6K8giI8rJB9l8L0fv2Y_QXvHTgdQi9a0OiA1gfIF5xoWfLEXErl94zJEdfPzyLdrlj1uo4r7Mm9cZLMAvwVd3T2MgSsYN_22pgfnuRerQxorud2sOvq7PFCj2CqDaZdPSmUQOq3tAaXr_UMqNu6FZjMqmaEyBFj_QwQU5xTYipdnWg3UB2xWIk-wUoG1Sy6eWj6qQRNjTjgShRxkY0gEmt4epGVz7Mm0zjdofMsd4WjJf66rolFtY4zBldHsNLAu0UQq_M4g0_p9YDv0ddKFVSJudNhbpoLdOcKrt_egzVqXHAlbw?p=GgFDMMv9lNAGOiQ5YjhkN2IxYy0wN2RlLTQxODYtOTdhOC0wOGI1NmFiYjY4MTBCJGY0ZjIzNmEyLWY4NzgtNGJmMy05NTgwLWJhMzlmOTYxYjZiMUoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWJPIEWIRcHJlc3NkZW1vY3JhdC5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQARHYAbKO8AGRAilcj8L1KOw_qgIMOTguNDIuNTUuMTM16gIRCghncmF5X2ltcBIFZmFsc2XqAhIKCXRlc3RfbW9kZRIFZmFsc2XqAhcKDnVwc2NhbGVkX2ltYWdlEgVmYWxzZQ

Tom Cruise's Daughter Was a Beautiful
Child, Look at her now

Your Health Agent

What Does It Mean When Someone Puts

a Plastic Bottle on Your Tire
Buzzday

Uncover The Shocking Truth They
Missed

Buzzday
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Men Enter Abandoned Cruise Ship: When They Uncover
What'’s Inside Call The Police

Buzzday

Man Hears Elephant's Cry! Then Sees What No One Expected

Buzzday


https://smeagol.revcontent.com/cv/v3/RIC-hsUVBVIu4fpIB7vvjmw5xyIhjszWSRvax4HjYT-FKtETEXltWyNkdnub7dsz-wELYKjaVo-f0-keNO_WDgqjQYbaRXRFnM0iW0D2nTBqXPGDTfD6pFWXeHVhiVYH0H9eeU5bIpZzqHxhX5t6drPFBC4Ci8MDh6J7OEJzU8lw-vAmjvx81ekSuHrODw7ir9Pa5eJTL6Pb-CgDCdMoLATA8phKPIkUPRKBKG6dinmrcfycG9Hun0nrFnFQQHMIOHASBHcDnIaC_UlcVjKI2meQYVw2C2Nr2M0MR_V5idVp8rjnaFhe16uU0-JaN6CL9nYNSCko6eVWLyOiZED_OAMGBkTbxw0Quecb029Q2ck0rGkHRuaV5Unlfa9gnxPHTRzPRL6PBr3V2sly4YY5ZD1-LNseQE5Qh61RkPenHS1r6oBqAL9KkK--8le73MFHrt18rdW63-Ef6LFU72QkjkhSQcOTz9ue3ULbxs6mVzf0XaJ-_Gfk39k2gMKu_nKHBGr3b8IpPrs_oDNHAyUn4E6cIKEVKEe2T8rULX8BW5BiT8c7ZohiFxthtXqQgl4_8kKnD3VrykmcCQSdxSJqpcfVsfm8b6vaYl7Q7izmZ4sdBE9xr4_KQkbgzvWW4YrcjqaG3uKjAQqcQaX4Qr3keOX5izaAR8mxkuLfdnLitomGxrNvBObea9Gv_FoQ?p=GgFDMMv9lNAGOiQ5YjhkN2IxYy0wN2RlLTQxODYtOTdhOC0wOGI1NmFiYjY4MTBCJGY0ZjIzNmEyLWY4NzgtNGJmMy05NTgwLWJhMzlmOTYxYjZiMUoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWJPIEWIRcHJlc3NkZW1vY3JhdC5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQARXYAbKO8AGRAilcj8L1KOw_qgIMOTguNDIuNTUuMTM16gIXCg51cHNjYWxlZF9pbWFnZRIFZmFsc2XqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZeoCEgoJdGVzdF9tb2RlEgVmYWxzZQ
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/cv/v3/imXSM1rH-UVJkeu3Y6E1TtZ6q2TAjRf9u2YmVjBSUxFMj6apWBQm5dB4MbD9mNx4Mz2vHhTySWlPWLuhi2rz1VDvMFdHIPIbsYtsbwEDHPJ2fPxn9rkWsVJXeYu7XyojBSaLniZnAMhdf9fIIuwvp-9IdMMhoI2Q0UYwMYQNjSqZEVAR836MlCNr8XSCRCp06-skEbevZiT_S7E1aAQ2F43e_J_jpLmiD3YiqJA5hbM29ySMlPjG3qVfNrhMPGtVPUNJottdxxHOf_SlMO_V8rXlyFGTkNZOq3TKx9DI0Kjww5x6kH4X-R8S7xfqdLKS67Xe1AzC_na7MJ1nnkyfUd3Lyo_ECRVOWTL2362vk7Cc18nJRP3b_9x5DdwjzufW1kJqBcpI2syJ4CDc44iy8T3dj9mSpcyqzGLmefG3hb6qqPZJJkUvDFfEzsdPv1kEAEIw7WfA5yw-mpn8_mQn6Yaea1tLhIzyKB_NwryP9TUWzK7H8j7oGCvxI6FXm2h1sAlYOUMCObYQowspaN89l9ijG3GlBuCty9k3_3c5T9nBxZsoui2nVcpVQgW8k7uE2tuhknMQrjWoCUzYcXbgcNUCXbVRIinn7PvlRD8V5NXCj_JO5vJhZrEJPLUKRm-ocPvFe0GgJ0D7fs-lHT3RJg?p=GgFDMMv9lNAGOiQ5YjhkN2IxYy0wN2RlLTQxODYtOTdhOC0wOGI1NmFiYjY4MTBCJGY0ZjIzNmEyLWY4NzgtNGJmMy05NTgwLWJhMzlmOTYxYjZiMUoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWJPIEWIRcHJlc3NkZW1vY3JhdC5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQARbYAbKO8AGRAilcj8L1KOw_qgIMOTguNDIuNTUuMTM16gIRCghncmF5X2ltcBIFZmFsc2XqAhIKCXRlc3RfbW9kZRIFZmFsc2XqAhcKDnVwc2NhbGVkX2ltYWdlEgVmYWxzZQ

Taylor Swift's Mansion Shocks The
Whole World, The Proof in Pics

healthtrition

Wrap Foil Around Your Doorknob When
Alone, Here's Why

WellnessGaze News

Sleep Apnea is Linked to This Household
Item (Stop Using It)

Wellness Wire Daily
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Luxury Interior
Designer for Timeless
Modern Homes

By Robin Heard Design

Robin Heard - Owner & Principal Designer With Robin at the helm, Robin Heard
Design creates luxury interiors rooted...
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