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SONOMA DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER SPECIFIC PLAN

A vision is an aspirational description of what the community would like to be  
in the future. It is a summary of the shared goals to be achieved by the Sonoma  
'HYHORSPHQWDO�&HQWHU�6SHFLȴF�3ODQ��3XEOLF�LQYROYHPHQW�KHOSV�GHȴQH�WKH�FRPPXQLW\ȇV� 
YLVLRQ�RI�IXWXUH�JURZWK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW��WKH�9LVLRQ�6WDWHPHQW�DQG�*XLGLQJ�3ULQFLSOHV� 
are based on input from past community engagement, a community survey and  
ZRUNVKRS��3ODQQLQJ�$GYLVRU\�7HDP�PHHWLQJV��DQG�WHFKQLFDO�DQDO\VLV� 
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DRAFT VISION STATEMENT 
7KH�IRUPHU�6RQRPD�'HYHORSPHQWDO�&HQWHU�LV�UHLQYLJRUDWHG�DV�D�YLEUDQW�DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH 
community in the heart of Sonoma Valley. A mixed-use, pedestrian-oriented core provides 
a diverse array of housing choices, and serves as a magnet of innovation, research, 
HGXFDWLRQ� DQG YLVLWDWLRQ� 7KH VXUURXQGLQJ RSHQ VSDFHV ȵRXULVK DV QDWXUDO KDELWDWV DQG 
as agricultural and recreational land linked to regional parks and open space systems. 
'HYHORSPHQW� EXLOGV� RQ� WKH� VLWHȇV� ULFK� KLVWRULF� OHJDF\� ZKLOH� PHHWLQJ� FRQWHPSRUDU\ 
needs,  emphasizing resiliency and sustainable building practices. Civic uses, community 
gathering places, and events attract visitors from Glen Ellen, Eldridge, and the broader 
Sonoma region, making the center a hub of community life in Sonoma Valley. 

The former Sonoma Developmental Center (SDC) site, in the heart of Sonoma Valley, has emerged 
as a culturally and ecologically vibrant and resilient community. A core 180-acre developed area 
is surrounded by a vast protected open space of oak woodlands, native grasslands, wetlands, 
forests, creeks, and lakes that provide habitats and wildlife movement corridors; agricultural 
land; and recreational open space integrated with the surrounding park systems. 

The developed core area comprises a complementary mix of housing, commercial, and institutional 
XVHV� 7KH 6'& VLWH LV ȴQDQFLDOO\ LQGHSHQGHQW DQG VXSSRUWLQJ LQIUDVWUXFWXUH LV XS WR GDWH DQG ZHOO 
PDLQWDLQHG� $ YDULHW\ RI KRXVLQJȃLQFOXGLQJ DRUGDEOH� ZRUNIRUFH� PLG�LQFRPH� DQG PDUNHW�UDWH 
housing; senior housing; housing for people with developmental disabilities; and in new and 
adaptively re-used buildings—will foster a diverse and inclusive community. New development 
complements the adjacent communities of Glen Ellen and Eldridge. Residents enjoy pedestrian 
access to essential services and parks, and seamless connections to surrounding open spaces. 
(PSOR\PHQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�UHȵHFW�WKH�VLWHȇV�OHJDF\�RI�FDUH�DQG�HPSKDVL]H�LQQRYDWLRQ��UHVHDUFK� 
education, environment, and ecology, together with supporting commercial and visitor-serving 
XVHV��6RQRPD�9DOOH\ȇV�IRUPHU�ODUJHVW�HPSOR\PHQW�KXE�LV�UHLQYLJRUDWHG�DV�D�UHJLRQDO�PRGHO�IRU 
sustainable development. 
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7KH� UHLQYLJRUDWHG� FRPPXQLW\� EXLOGV� XSRQ� WKH� VLWHȇV� ULFK� KLVWRULF� OHJDF\� ZKLOH� HPEUDFLQJ� WKH 
future. Key historic resources—including the Sonoma House and the Main Building—have been 
repurposed for contemporary uses, and elements of the historic landscape preserved. Site 
design patterns—streets layout, building/street relationship, streetscape character—maintain 
east-west views to the Sonoma and Mayacamas mountains and foster a harmonious sense of 
place.  Contemporary buildings are intermixed with repurposed historic structures, creating a 
rich and visually cohesive development fabric. 

A comprehensive network of pedestrian and bicycle paths connects residents to local and 
regional destinations, and to transit. Well-designed bus stops, crosswalks, and protected bike 
lanes create an inviting sense of safety for those of all ages and abilities and provide better 
walking and biking access to Glen Ellen and Eldridge, and to the regional bicycle network. 

1HZ�ODQG�XVHV�FRQWULEXWH�SRVLWLYHO\�WR�WKH�VLWHȇV�ȴQDQFLDO�IHDVLELOLW\��HQDEOLQJ�HɝFLHQW�DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH 
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�QHFHVVDU\�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��:DWHU�LV�FRQVHUYHG�DQG�UHXVHG��DQG�VDIHW\�DQG�ȴUH�SURWHFWLRQ 
EXLOW� LQWR� WKH� ODQGVFDSH�� ZLWK� GHIHQVLEOH� GHVLJQ�� QHZ� ȴUH�UHVLVWDQW� EXLOGLQJV�� DQG� ZHOO�SODQQHG 
evacuation routes. Reuse of historic buildings has saved resources needed for new construction, and 
EXLOGLQJ GHVLJQV UHȵHFW VXVWDLQDEOH SUDFWLFHV DQG ZLOGȴUH UHVLOLHQF\� 7KH VXUURXQGLQJ RSHQ VSDFHV� 
SUHVHUYHG�LQ�SHUSHWXLW\��DUH�KRPH�WR�FRXQWOHVV�ORFDO�VSHFLHV�WKDW�XVH�6'&ȇV�KDELWDW�FRUULGRUV��6LJKWLQJV 
of wildlife throughout the site and along Sonoma Creek enrich life for residents. 

The SDC site has become a multilingual gathering place for the Sonoma Valley, with public spaces 
IRU�OLQJHULQJ�DQG�HQMR\LQJ�D�FXS�RI�FRHH�RU�D�PHDO��FRPPXQLW\�DPHQLWLHV��FXOWXUDO�VSDFHV��DQG 
HYHQWV��SOD\ȴHOGV�DQG�UHFUHDWLRQDO�VSDFHV� IRU�VRFFHU�JDPHV�RU�D�JDPH�RI� IHWFK��DQG�VHDPOHVV 
connections to the extensive trail networks of the SDC property, Jack London State Park, Sonoma 
Valley Regional Park, and the surrounding mountains. 
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DRAFT GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
7KHVH�*XLGLQJ�3ULQFLSOHV�VXSSRUW�WKH�RYHUDOO�YLVLRQ�IRU�WKH�6'&�DQG�ZLOO�EH�UHȵHFWHG�LQ�WKH�JRDOV�� 
SROLFLHV��DQG�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�PHDVXUHV�RI�WKH�6SHFLȴF�3ODQ� 

�� � 3URPRWH� D� 9LEUDQW�� 0L[HG�8VH� &RPPXQLW\�  Promote a diverse and integrated mix of  
UHVLGHQWLDO� GHYHORSPHQW� DQG� HPSOR\PHQW� XVHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� UHVHDUFK�� HGXFDWLRQ�� RɝFH�� UHWDLO�� 
DQG�VPDOO�EXVLQHVVHV��WR�SURPRWH�RSWLPDO�GHYHORSPHQW�SDWWHUQV�DQG�VLWH�UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ��DQG� 
provide economic opportunities for Sonoma Valley communities.  

��� (PSKDVL]H�D�&RKHVLYH�6HQVH�RI�3ODFH�DQG�:DONDELOLW\��Establish  a  cohesive  visual  landscape  
with consistent streetscapes and improved sidewalks within the district. Locate land uses and  
enhance the existing street network to encourage development of a walkable and pedestrian-
friendly environment with gathering spaces, diverse activities, and connections within  
and to surrounding communities and regional trail systems. Ensure that new development  
complements the adjacent communities of Glen Ellen and Eldridge. 

3.  Integrate Development with Open Space Conservation. Promote a sustainable, climate-
resilient community surrounded by preserved open space and parkland that protects natural  
resources,  fosters  environmental  stewardship,  and  maintains  and  enhances  the  permeability  
of the Sonoma Valley Wildlife Corridor for safe wildlife movement throughout the site. Support  
the responsible use of open space as a recreation resource for the community. 

��� %DODQFH� 5HGHYHORSPHQW� ZLWK� ([LVWLQJ� /DQG� 8VHV�  8VH� UHFRJQL]HG� SULQFLSOHV� RI� ODQG� 
use planning and sustainability to gauge how well proposed land uses protect public trust  
UHVRXUFHV�DQG�ȴW�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�YDOXHV�RI�WKH�VLWH�DQG�VXUURXQGLQJ�DUHD��DV�ZHOO�DV�EHQHȴW� 
ORFDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�UHVLGHQWV�b 
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��� 3URPRWH� 6XVWDLQDELOLW\� DQG� 5HVLOLHQF\�  Promote sustainable development practices in  
EXLOGLQJ� DQG� ODQGVFDSH� GHVLJQ�� 3ODQ� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� HɝFLHQWO\� DQG� VXVWDLQDEO\�� FRQVHUYLQJ� 
water and creating opportunities for water reuse and recharge. Proactively plan for community  
safety in natural disasters, especially ensuring that emergency plans and egress routes are in  
SODFH�ZLWK�DGHTXDWH�FDSDFLW\��DQG�ODQGVFDSHV�DQG�EXLOGLQJV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�ZLWK�ȴUH�GHIHQVHV�� 

�� � 6XSSRUW�+RXVLQJ�'HYHORSPHQW�DQG�3URYLGH�D�9DULHW\�RI�+RXVLQJ�7\SHV�  Promote housing to  
DGGUHVV�6RQRPD�&RXQW\ȇV�SUHVVLQJ�KRXVLQJ�QHHGV�DQG�WKH�6WDWHȇV�NH\�GHYHORSPHQW�REMHFWLYHV� 
IRU�WKH�VLWH��6XSSRUW�D�UDQJH�RI�KRXVLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�DRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ��ZRUNIRUFH� 
housing, mid-income housing, housing for individuals with developmental disabilities, senior  
housing, and market rate housing.  

7.  Balance  Development  with  Historic  Resource  Conservation.  Preserve and adaptively  
UHXVH�WKH�0DLQ�%XLOGLQJ�DQG�WKH�6RQRPD�+RXVH��FRQVHUYH�NH\�HOHPHQWV�RI�WKH�VLWHȇV�KLVWRULF� 
landscape, and strive to maintain the integrity of the historic district to the west of Arnold Drive  
by adaptive reuse of contributing buildings where feasible. Support a cohesive community feel  
and character, while allowing a diversity of architectural styles. 

��� 3URPRWH� 0XOWL�0RGDO� 0RELOLW\�  Promote car-free circulation within the site and promote  
transportation connections between the SDC site and the larger Sonoma Valley and Bay  
Area, including through transit access, safe sidewalks and crossings, and regional bicycle  
URXWHV��(QVXUH�WKDW�QHZ�GHYHORSPHQW�WDNHV� LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�UHVXOWDQW�WUDɝF�DQG� OHYHOV�RI� 
transportation activity from when SDC was operational. 

��� (QVXUH� /RQJ�7HUP� )LVFDO� 6XVWDLQDELOLW\�  (QVXUH�WKDW�WKH�SURSRVHG�SODQ�LV�ȴQDQFLDOO\�IHDVLEOH� 
DQG� VXVWDLQDEOH�� DV� ȴQDQFLDO� IHDVLELOLW\� LV� HVVHQWLDO� WR� WKH� ORQJ�WHUP� VXFFHVV� RI� WKH� SURMHFW�� 
Ensure  that  the  proposed  plan  supports  funding  for  necessary  infrastructure  improvements  
DQG� KLVWRULF� SUHVHUYDWLRQ� ZKLOH� VXSSRUWLQJ� WKH� 6RQRPD� 9DOOH\� FRPPXQLW\ȇV� QHHGV� DQG� 
JDOYDQL]LQJ�UHJLRQDO�HFRQRPLF�JURZWK� 

10.  Embrace Diversity.  Accommodate the needs of people of diverse backgrounds, interests, and  
LQFRPH� OHYHOV��FUHDWLQJ�DQ� LQFOXVLYH��DFFHVVLEOH�� LQYLWLQJ��DQG�VDIH�SODFH�WKDW�SUHVHUYHV�6'&ȇV� 
OHJDF\�RI�FDUH�DQG�FUHDWHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�PDUJLQDOL]HG�FRPPXQLWLHV� 

7R�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�WKH�SURMHFW��YLVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH�DW�ZZZ�VGFVSHFLȴFSODQ�FRP��RU�  
6 \RX�FDQ�FRQWDFW�XV�DW�HQJDJH#VGFVSHFLȴFSODQ�FRP�RU���������������� 
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