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DRAKE’S COVE » Site where 
English explorer made 
landfall deemed historic. A3

COUGARS TRIUMPH » Rancho 
Cotate beats Windsor, 28-27, 
to capture league title. C1

GARDEN FAVORITES » It’s time 
to start ordering popular 
blooms for next year. D1

W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 1 8  P U L I T Z E R  P R I Z E

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

COVID-19 transmission in Sono-
ma County is once again on the rise, 
largely driven by an increase in new 
cases among unvaccinated residents, 
local health officials said Friday.

While so-called “breakthrough“ 
infections continue to occur among 

those who have been fully vaccinat-
ed, these rates have been stable for 
more than a month, hovering at be-
tween five and seven new daily cases 
per 100,000 residents, according to 
county data.

By comparison, the same rate 
among the unvaccinated increased 
steadily through the month of  Oc-
tober, from about 18 to 28 new daily 
cases per 100,000 people.

“It’s the unvaccinated who are 
driving the pandemic,” said Dr. John 
Swartzberg, a UC Berkeley infec-
tious disease expert. “They’re the 

ones who are getting infected and 
spreading the virus to the rest of  the 
community.” 

Swartzberg pointed out that Sono-
ma County has the largest trans-
mission rate increase in the Bay 
Area, according to The New York 
Times’ COVID-19 case counts. Sono-
ma County’s daily infection rate per 
100,000 residents increased by 75% in 
the past 14 days.

All nine Bay Area counties report-
ed transmission rate increases over 
the past two weeks, though nothing 
as large as Sonoma County. San Ma-

teo and Alameda counties reported 
the next largest increases, 36% and 
23%, respectively.

“Something is going on in Sonoma 
County,” said Swartzberg. “It looks 
like Sonoma is going in the wrong 
direction.”

Napa County has among the 
smallest case rate increases in the 
past two weeks, at 4%. Though Con-
tra Costa County has seen only a 2% 
increase in COVID-19 transmission 
during this period, that county has 

Virus cases again on the rise
SONOMA COUNTY » Region 
going in wrong direction as 
unvaccinated drive increase

INSIDE
■■Kids ages 5 to 

11 in county get-
ting first vaccines 
at Kaiser  / A2

■■ Low demand 
in state  for 
COVID-19 vaccine 
boosters raises 
new concerns 
about risks / B1

■■ Pfizer says 
antiviral pill 
promising / B3

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

North Coast educators are on 
the forefront of  a bid to persuade 
the powerful California Teach-
ers Association to pressure the 
statewide teachers’ pension 
fund to divest more than $6 bil-
lion in fossil fuel holdings.

They’re not alone in their 
support of  a campaign to align 
the state’s largest teachers 
union with a growing number 
of  domestic and international 
institutions that are pulling fi-
nancial stakes from oil and gas 
companies as climate change 
accelerates. Similar efforts are 
underway around California.

But the Sonoma County Ed-
ucators Council, which rep-
resents 34 local CTA chapters 
and about 3,200 members, last 
month became the first county-
wide leadership group to vote 
formally in favor of  fossil fuel di-
vestment. Ten days later, mem-
bers of  the Redwood Region 
Service Center Council, which 
represents teachers from the 
North Bay up the coast to Ore-

Teachers 
push for 
divesting 
pension
NORTH BAY » Union 
lobbied to pressure fund 
to drop oil, gas holdings

By ALAN FRAM
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The House 
approved a $1 trillion package 
of  road and other infrastructure 
projects late Friday after Dem-
ocrats resolved a months-long 
standoff between progressives 
and moderates, notching a vic-
tory that President Joe Biden 
and his party had become in-
creasingly anxious to claim.

The House passed the mea-
sure 228-206, prompting pro-
longed cheers from the relieved 
Democratic side of  the chamber. 
Thirteen Republicans, mostly 
moderates, supported the legis-
lation while six of  Democrats’ 
farthest left members — in-
cluding Reps. Alexandria Oca-
sio-Cortez of  New York and Cori 
Bush of  Missouri — opposed it.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Democrats 
end deadlock 
over $1T bill
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Dogsitter Tom Marion walks Molly at the Sonoma Developmental Center campus in Eldridge on Friday. The county is looking at three proposals 
for developing the 930-acre property, all with varying degrees of housing, recreation, business and preservation.

By PHIL BARBER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Just about everyone agrees the site of  
the former Sonoma Developmental 
Center, the imposing state institution 

	 that has been dormant for three years, 
is a unique piece of  property.

“Every time I’m here, I see something 
new,” said Glen Ellen resident Sue Brusa-
tori, who was strolling the grounds there 
Friday. “I like to walk to Fern Lake, and up 
to the orchard. There’s no place else like 
it.”

That might be the only point of  consen-
sus when it comes to re-imagining this 
slice of  paradise. As the county puts forth 
three alternate development plans, it’s 
clear the 930-acre property — a mesmer-
izing blend of  historic buildings, robust 
nature and Wine Country access, with 
enough available water to be self-sustain-
ing — means different things to different 
people.

To many, this land is foremost an oppor-
tunity to add much-needed housing to the 
North Bay. Others prioritize the former 
Sonoma State Home’s rich history (some 
of  it exemplary, some of  it shameful), or 
its potential to be a local tech hub, or its 
importance as a wildlife corridor. 

To some of  the neighbors who know the 
area most intimately, it’s just fine as it is. 
But freezing the site in place is the only 
approach that’s truly off the table. Big 
changes are ahead for this corner of  Glen 
Ellen. 

County officials are seeking public 
input on those changes, beginning with a 
workshop on Nov. 13. A Spanish-language 

session will follow Nov. 16 and a more 
formal community meeting on Nov. 17. 
Information on those gatherings can be 
found on the county website.

That the county is involved with the 
planning process at all is a unique ar-
rangement, said Bradley Dunn, policy 
manager for Permit Sonoma.

The state of  California owns the Devel-
opmental Center property, and it’s the 
state that will eventually reap the reve-
nue from its sale. In the past, California 

agencies have guided and ruled over the 
“visioning” process for similar sites. Dunn 
mentions as an example the former Ag-
news State Hospital in Santa Clara, which 
Oracle purchased for its Silicon Valley 
campus.

In this case, the state has ceded those 
duties to Sonoma County, providing offi-
cials and residents here with unprecedent-
ed input in deciding what the property will 

SONOMA DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER » County seeking public’s input on 
3 proposals with varying degrees of housing, business and preservation

Trish McVey, left, and Vickie Lingron take a walk Friday at the Sonoma Developmental Center 
campus.  McVey worked at the center for 18 years, and Lingron’s brother is a former resident.  

Big plans for property
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1632: King Gustavus Adolphus 
of Sweden was killed in battle. 
1860: Former Illinois congress-
man Abraham Lincoln of the 
Republican Party was elected 
President of the United States as 
he defeated John Breckinridge, 
John Bell and Stephen Douglas. 
1893: composer Peter Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky died in St. Peters-
burg, Russia, at age 53. 
1977: 39 people were killed 
when the Kelly Barnes Dam in 
Georgia burst, sending a wall of 
water into Toccoa Falls College.  

FOR THE RECORD

If you find an error on our news 
pages, please let us know; call 
707-526-8585 or email pdnews@
pressdemocrat.com.

LOTTERY GAMES

FRIDAY, NOV. 5, 2021, DRAW
Mega Millions	  Jackpot $36 million

	 Mega

NOV. 9, 2021, JACKPOT‌: $45 MILLION‌

10 15 20 66 68 18

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 3, 2021, DRAW
Powerball	  Jackpot $132 million

	 Mega

NOV. 6, 2021, JACKPOT‌: $146 MILLION‌

01 02 24 50 57 26

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 3, 2021, DRAW
Super Lotto Plus	  Jackpot $31 million

	 Mega

NOV. 6, 2021, JACKPOT‌: $32 MILLION

14 15 37 40 47 04

FRIDAY, NOV. 5, 2021, DRAWS
DAILY 3 (MIDDAY)	 1	 9	 7
DAILY 3 (EVENING)	 2	 9	 0
DAILY 4	 8	 9	 6	 4
FANTASY 5	 4	 6	 13	 30	 34
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look like in 20 years.
The three alternatives 

floated by the county last 
week all nod to the major 
goals of  the project. All of  
them, that is, contain some 
degree of  historical and 
ecological preservation, 
housing and business. But 
they prioritize the ele-
ments differently.

Alternative A, which 
the county refers to as 
Conserve and Enhance, 
calls for 990 housing units, 
including 240 designated 
as affordable; 610 jobs; 
339,000 square feet of  

historic building use; and 
28.3 acres of  open space, 
including a full 8 acres of  
recreational space.

Alternative B, or Core 
and Community, beefs up 
the housing units to 1,290, 
including 310 affordable 
units; lowers the job 
creation to 590 positions; 
offers 242,000 square feet 
of  repurposed building 
area; and increases the 
open space to 40.5 acres, 
though only 5.5 would be 
earmarked for recreation.

Alternative C, or Renew, 
finds middle ground on 
housing, with 1,190 total 
units and 280 affordable 
units; centers employment 
with 950 jobs created; and 
de-emphasizes historic 

preservation, with a more 
modest 148,000 square feet 
of  reused space. It includes 
41 acres of  open space, 
with 5 acres of  recreation-
al land.

Something to make ev-
eryone happy, or no one.

Sonoma County Super-
visor Susan Gorin, for one, 
would like to see more 
multiunit housing, rather 
than free-standing, sin-
gle-family homes divided 
by fences.

Caitlin Cornwall, direc-
tor of  Sonoma Valley Col-
laborative, isn’t focused on 
number of  housing units 
at all. She simply wants a 
space that is well con-
nected to the surrounding 
community and reason-
ably self-contained, with 
an elementary school, a 
health clinic, child care 
and a coffee house.

Sonoma Valley Collab-
orative — a broad coali-
tion of  local businesses, 
nonprofits, education and 
health officials, hous-
ing advocates and other 
valley stakeholders — is 
also focused on equity for 
the SDC land, hoping to 
avoid the sort of  de facto 
segregation that currently 
divides the working-class, 
Latino area of  the Springs 
from wealthier white 
enclaves in Glen Ellen and 
downtown Sonoma.

One point on which 
Cornwall is adamant, and 
on which Gorin concurs: A 
large, luxury hotel, one of  

the elements discussed for 
Alternative C, is inappro-
priate for this area. Glen 
Ellen doesn’t need that 
level of  tourist traffic, they 
say. Nor will it benefit 
from the low-wage jobs 
associated with the hospi-
tality trade.

If  something else has to 
give way to housing and 
open space, Cornwall said, 
it should be preservation 
of  the decades-old struc-
tures.

Not everyone shares 
that view, though. Some 
are keen to mark the 
history of  a facility that 
became the first California 
institution dedicated to the 
developmentally disabled 
when it opened in 1891 as 
the California Home for 
the Care and Training 
of  the Feeble Minded. It 
operated continuously for 
127 years. 

Many residents bene-
fited from the nurturing 
care they received there 
over the decades. Others 
were neglected, sterilized 
against their will and 
allegedly experimented 
upon.

“Whatever they do with 
this place, they should 
honor all those people that 
had all those things hap-
pen to them,” said Vickie 
Lingron of  Santa Rosa.

Lingron’s brother, who 
was deaf, lived at Sonoma 
State Home for most of  
his childhood and adoles-
cence. She was walking the 

campus Friday with her 
friend Trish McVey, who 
worked there as a program 
coordinator for 18 years. 
The Developmental Center 
continues to hold great 
meaning for both of  them. 
They like to walk up the 
steep road past the ceme-
tery to meditate next to the 
Old Grove Redwood.

“This place could use 
some healing,” Lingron 
said.

Protecting the natural 
resources of  the proper-
ty, which include tracts 
of  oak woodland, native 
grasslands, wetlands, 
forests and large riparian 
habitats along several 
creeks, is a nearly univer-
sal priority here. Gorin 
noted the wildlife corridor 
that connects the hills of  
Jack London State Park 
to the valley, and to the 
Mayacamas Mountains to 
the east. She worries that 
“monolithic blocks of  de-
velopment” could impede 
that flow.

But leaving footpaths 
for mountain lions and 
coyotes could prove hard 
to reconcile with the 
dire need for housing 
in Sonoma County. The 
county projects a market 
demand of  anywhere from 
2,000 to 2,800 housing units 
for the site in the next 20 
years, outpacing even the 
construction-heavy vision 
of  Alternative B.

Then there is the specter 
of  traffic congestion. It 

was already a problem in 
2017, when residents had 
to evacuate the area ahead 
of  the Nuns fire, which 
wound up destroying 
several buildings at the 
eastern edge of  the prop-
erty. That was a mess, said 
Brusatori, the Glen Ellen 
homeowner.

Permit Sonoma hopes to 
solidify a plan and bring 
it to the Sonoma County 
Board of  Supervisors for 
review in January. The 
timeline calls for a draft 
environmental impact 
report in June or July 
of  next year, and a final 
specific plan by next Sep-
tember.

There will be a lot of  
passionate debate before 
then. Gorin believes it will 
be worth the energy. In 
fact, she said, it’s one of  
the main reasons she ran 
for reelection.

“In my knowledge, 
there has never been 
an opportunity in the 
county to have this level 
of  citizen-driven process 
to decide how 200 acres 
would be reused,” Gorin 
said. “I would encourage 
folks, don’t despair. Your 
voices will be heard. And 
we’re all working together 
to devise a spectacular, 
specific plan. This is not 
just for us. This is the fu-
ture of  Sonoma Valley.”

You can reach Phil Barber 
at 707-521-5263 or phil.bar-
ber@pressdemocrat.com.

PLANS
CONTINUED FROM A1

among the second highest 
rates in the Bay Area, with 
a 7-day average of  114 new 
cases per 100,000 residents.

Kathryn Pack, health 
program manager for 
Sonoma County's epide-
miology team, said the 
recent uptick in cases mir-
rors the rise in cases seen 
at this time last year. She 
said contributing factors 
include increases in school 
cases and gatherings, par-
ticularly in entertainment 
venues and among friends 
and family, as well as Hal-
loween festivals.

Pack said there is grow-
ing concern about the pos-

sibility of  even more virus 
spread during the winter 
months, as more people 
gather and travel for the 
holidays and spend more 
time indoors. Pack said 
the recent increase in cas-
es comes after a period of  
decline and brief  stabiliza-
tion that followed the sum-
mer surge.

Dr. Sundari Mase, Sono-
ma County’s health officer, 
agreed that unvaccinated 
people are the principal 
driver of  rising cases. She 
said that although vacci-
nated residents do become 
infected, virus spread is 
more aggressive among 
the unvaccinated who con-
tract the virus.

“The reason we say this 
is a pandemic of  the unvac-
cinated is simply because 

you’re much more likely 
to get COVID if  you're un-
vaccinated,” Mase said. “If  
you're unvaccinated, you're 
probably five times more 
likely to get COVID ... than 
the vaccinated person.”

Mase said that when 
vaccinated individuals 
contract the virus, they’re 
far less likely to become 
severely ill. That means 
“they're less likely to trans-
mit the virus, so it breaks 
that chain of  transmis-
sion,” she said.

This week, health of-
ficials reported anoth-
er two deaths linked to 
COVID-19. For the past 
four weeks, county public 
health staff have reported 
two COVID-19 deaths each 
week. During the summer, 
officials were reporting vi-

rus-related deaths every 
few days.

The decrease in pandem-
ic deaths tracks with the 
decline in new COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations 
since the summer wave 
of  infections and deaths. 
Swartzberg, the UC Berke-
ley infectious disease ex-
pert, said he fears another 
winter surge of  infections, 
though not as severe or 
deadly as last year’s, is pos-
sible.

The latest two fatalities, 
which bring the total lo-
cal pandemic death toll to 
408, include a vaccinated 
woman between 80 and 90 
who died Oct. 26 and an 
unvaccinated woman 60 to 
70 who died Sept. 16. Both 
had underlying health con-
ditions. 

VIRUS
CONTINUED FROM A1

BREAKING DOWN SPREAD OF CORONAVIRUS  
For information on where to be tested for coronavirus, visit  
bit.ly/3lFGElm or call 707- 565-4667. To learn how to be 
vaccinated, visit bit.ly/3lEFlTv. Sonoma County’s list of daily and 
pop-up vaccination sites is at bit.ly/3s7cI2M. Sonoma County 
does not update all numbers daily. The data below is the most 
recent available.

VIRUS CASES IN COUNTY IN PAST WEEK 

70
New cases 
Friday

80
Thursday

1
Monday

28
Wednesday

N/A
Sunday

213
Tuesday

91
Saturday

VACCINATIONS IN COUNTY 

750,619
Total shots administered 
as of Thursday

73% 
Percentage of population 5+  
fully vaccinated as of Thursday

HOSPITALIZATION
Currently hospitalized: 24 confirmed cases, 0 suspected cases; 
as of Thursday

SINCE THE START OF THE PANDEMIC

41,604
Total cases 
as of Friday

1,273
Active cases 
as of Friday

408 
Deaths 
as of Friday

Sources: Sonoma County health department; state of California; 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
ONLINE: See more coronavirus-related data and charts at  
pressdemocrat.com/coronavirus-numbers

By ALANA MINKLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

“I got the vaccine!” said 
Leilah Lopez, an 8-year-old 
from Santa Rosa, as she 
pumped a fist in the air af-
ter receiving a shot of  the 
pediatric vaccine on Fri-
day.

Lopez was one of  the 
first kids in the 5-to-11 age 
group in Sonoma Coun-
ty to receive the pediatric 
vaccine on Friday at the 
Kaiser Permanente Medi-
cal Center in Santa Rosa.

Sonoma County expects 
to receive a first round of  
7,500 does of  the Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech COVID-19 vaccine 
for children, enough to 
vaccinate one-fifth of  the 
37,000 kids ages 5 to 11 in 
the county through school 
clinics, pediatricians and 
county vaccine drives.

Dozens of  kids accom-
panied by their parents 
lined up and rolled up their 
sleeves as they arrived to 

their appointment at the 
medical center.

Kaiser expected to ad-
minister 125 doses of  the 
pediatric vaccine on Fri-
day and hopes to admin-
ister 300 doses a day start-
ing Monday, said Jenn 
Whitright, regional oper-
ations manager for Santa 
Rosa Kaiser Pemanente 
Medical Center.

She said parents can ex-
pect to wait 15 to 30 min-
utes afterward, depending 
on allergies, to make sure 
there are no adverse re-
actions. They must bring 
their Kaiser member ID 
card and photo ID.

A study of  clinical trials 
of  Pfizer-BioNTech’s pe-
diatric vaccine, published 
Friday in the Journal of  
the American Medical 
Association, found that 
it had an efficacy rate of  
91% against symptomatic 
COVID-19. Clinical trials, 
according to the report, 
showed that of  the children 
who developed COVID-19, 
“symptoms were milder in 
vaccine recipients, under-
scoring the vaccine protec-
tion conferred.”

The study also examined 
adverse reactions during 
the trials, which were 
similar to those reported 
among older children and 
adults in terms of  frequen-
cy and severity. These in-
cluded at the injection site 
(71%), fatigue (39.4%), and 
headache (28%). The trials 
were not large enough to 
sufficiently assess rare side 
effects such as myocarditis 
and pericarditis.

Lopez was feeling “really 
good” she said in the wait-
ing room after receiving 
the vaccine, because she’ll 
soon be able to go roller 
skating and travel to Ha-
waii with her family.

“She’s been waiting a 
long time for this,” said her 
mother Dianna Lopez.

Leilah wasn’t the only 
kid on Friday eager to get 
the vaccine. 

Joyce Gianola-Norris, 
8, of  Cotati, said she was 
excited because once she’s 
fully vaccinated she’ll be 
able to attend a concert at 
Sonoma State University, 
where her dad plays and 
teaches the trumpet.

“It was great,” she said. 

“It still hurts a tiny bit. I 
was a bit nervous at first.” 

Two eager brothers, 
Grayson, 8, and Cameron 
Weaver, 10 got the vaccine 
together on Friday. 

“You did perfect,” said 
TJ Kaspar, a nurse at Kai-
ser Permanente, to Cam-
eron, after he gave him a 
dose of  the Pfizer pediatric 
COVID-19 vaccine.

“I know,” Cameron said.
Their aunt, Whitright, 

the vaccine operations 
manager, said they’d all 
been anxiously waiting for 
this day, after first-hand 
experiencing some of  the 
struggles of  the pandemic. 
She added that now they 
get to regain some of  the 
freedoms they had before 
the pandemic and protect 
themselves and others.

Parents wishing to vac-
cinate their children at 
Kaiser can schedule an 
appointment at mydoctor.
kaiserpermanente.org/
covid-19/covid-19-vaccine 
or call 707-393-4044. 

Staff Writer Martin Espi-
noza contributed to this 
article.

Kids get COVID-19 vaccine
SONOMA COUNTY » 
First of ages 5 to 11 
receive inoculation
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