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OPINION

By EAMON O’BYRNE 

At a time of  cata-
strophic wildfires, 
megadrought, spe-

cies extinction and climate 
change, we can no longer 
view nature as a mere “as-
set.” Nature is a resource 
critical to sustaining life, 
health and a functional 
society. Nature and ecosys-
tems need to be primary 
concerns in planning any 
development.

For our future’s sake, 
current planning models 
and processes cannot alle-
viate the housing crisis by 
abandoning protection of  
systems that provide clean 
water, clean air, less-fire-
prone forests and wildlife 
that keeps everything in 
balance.

For the past decade, 
Sonoma Land Trust has 
been instrumental in 
securing the transition 
of  the Sonoma Develop-
mental Center to public 
ownership while ensuring 
the protection of  crucial 
natural resources within 
it. We’ve been working 
with stakeholders to devel-
op a vision for the proper-
ty that could become an 
urgently needed model 
for growing our commu-
nities in an era of  climate 
change.

Regrettably, recently 
released proposed rede-
velopment alternatives for 
the SDC property starkly 
demonstrate how much 
public planning needs to 
change. Each alternative is 
based on how much devel-
opment can be shoehorned 
in — under rules often 
built on outdated concepts 
and information — rather 
than beginning with the 
values this site should 
embody for our commu-
nity’s future. None of  the  
proposed alternatives de-
scribes in any detail how 
the wildlife corridor will 
be protected. At stake is 
ground zero for one of  the 
region’s most important 
wildlife corridors.

The Sonoma Valley 
Wildlife Corridor is part 
of  the longer Marin Coast 
to Blue Ridge Critical 
Linkage, which has been 

identified in the Bay Area 
Critical Linkages Project 
and Conservation Lands 
Network as a continen-
tally important wildlife 
linkage. This corridor 
narrows down to a critical 
pinchpoint in the Sonoma 
Valley, between the Mayac-
amas and Sonoma Moun-
tain. The narrowest part 
of  that pinchpoint is pre-
cisely located at SDC. The 
most important ecological 
benefit of  the property is 
to provide habitat connec-
tivity across the wildlife 
corridor, which has 
already been impacted by 
habitat loss and fragmen-
tation due to an increase 
in vineyard planting and 
exurban development.

It is critically important 
that any development 
proposal for the proper-
ty protects the wildlife 
corridor located there. The 
good news is that carefully 
planned redevelopment 
of  the property, including 
both protecting the wild-
life corridor and provid-
ing a!ordable housing, 
is possible. The key is to 
keep development of  any 
kind (e.g., buildings, roads, 
parking lots, playgrounds, 
lighting, etc.) away from 
the northern portion of  
the property along Sono-
ma Creek.

Now is the time to re-
think how we build for the 
future and create vibrant, 
equitable communities 
that embrace the stew-
ardship of  the essential 
natural systems needed 
to ensure the health and 
well-being of  all Sonoma 
Valley communities.

We urge our commu-
nity to attend the public 
meetings on Saturday 
and Wednesday to share 
your perspectives on the 
future of  the Sonoma 
Developmental Center and 
the wildlife corridor. You 
can register to attend and 
find out more by visiting 
sdcspecificplan.com/meet-
ings. You can also com-
ment at sdcspecificplan.
com/contact. 

Eamon O’Byrne is the 
executive director of  
Sonoma Land Trust.
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SDC plan must 
protect wildlife

Republicans are in a trium-
phalist mood. Last week’s 
red wave election has many 

in the GOP counting on a crim-
son tsunami come next year’s 
midterms and fueled even more 
confidence that Joe Biden will be a 
one-term president. Some skep-
ticism is in order, though a little 
triumphalism is warranted as well.

Democrats can obsess all they 
want about alleged racist dog 
whistles in Virginia to explain how 
Glenn Youngkin, the Republican 
candidate for governor — and Win-
some Sears, the Black Republican 
candidate for lieutenant governor 
— won so handily, flipping Demo-
cratic counties red, outperforming 
former President Donald Trump’s 
2020 margins everywhere and eras-
ing Biden’s huge margins in 2020. 
Even if  you believe that the GOP 
bought the Virginia victory on the 
race card, it doesn’t explain why 
New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy won 
by a very slim margin against his 
Republican challenger when Biden 
had a 16-point margin of  victory in 
New Jersey against Trump in 2020.

How the midterms will go de-
pends largely on events outside of  
Republican control, partly for the 
obvious reason that Republicans 
don’t control anything in Washing-
ton. If  the congressional elections 
were last week, it’s not unrea-
sonable to think the Democrats 
might have lost 40 or 50 seats in 
the House and several seats in the 
Senate. But a year from now the 
supply chain problems could be 
worked out, the delta variant and 
inflation a distant memory, and the 
overall economy heading back to 
the post-COVID boom we thought 
was coming early last summer. If  
schools have a return to normal-
cy too, perhaps the parent revolt 
in Virginia and New Jersey will 
dissipate. Also, the bipartisan 
infrastructure package Biden se-
cured last week may turn out to be 
popular enough to make everyone 
forget the ugliness of  the process 
that delivered it.

The biggest X factor, however, is 

Trump. Some Republicans believe 
that Youngkin’s hyper-disciplined 
campaign shows the path out of  
the Trump captivity: Take his 
endorsement, praise him enough 
not to make him or his support-
ers mad, but not so much that 
you alienate independents and 
anti-Trump Republicans. This nee-
dle-threading ruined former Dem-
ocratic Gov. Terry McAuli!e’s plan 
to repeat California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom’s recent recall strategy of  
running against Trump.

Here’s the problem: This strat-
egy depended not just on Youn-
gkin’s discipline but on Trump’s 
as well. Trump wisely didn’t get in 
Youngkin’s way, despite desperate 
taunting from McAuli!e with even 
Biden joining in. Youngkin proved 
that if  Trump is a team player 
and doesn’t tell his voters to stay 
home (as he essentially did in the 
Georgia January Senate runo!s, 
costing two seats) they’ll come 
out. Any formula that hinges on 
Trump’s being a team player is 
going to run into trouble. ABC’s 
Jonathan Karl reports in his new 
book that last January, Trump 
wanted to leave the GOP and start 
his own party.

Besides, in the wake of  Virgin-
ia’s election, a strategy premised 
on the idea that the secret to 
success is keeping Trump at arm’s 
length is particularly fraught. 
Even if  Trump isn’t planning to 

run for president in 2024, he will 
not tolerate the idea that he’s not 
the leader of  the Republican Party. 
Unsurprisingly, Trump has al-
ready said he’ll be “very involved” 
in the midterms, which means the 
Youngkin strategy is already some-
thing of  a nonstarter.

Fortunately for Republicans, 
there’s considerable room for 
Trump to meddle in the midterms 
— and exact more vengeance on 
those who supported impeachment 
— without hampering the party’s 
ability to take back the majority 
in the House. However, the Senate, 
which requires candidates to run 
statewide with more diverse elec-
torates, could be a di!erent story.

The real question is 2024. One of  
the lessons of  last week’s elec-
tions is that Republicans can win 
back suburban and independent 
voters by talking about real issues, 
exploiting Biden’s weaknesses 
and highlighting the Democrats’ 
excesses. If  Trump is in the race, 
he has made it clear what he’ll talk 
about. “If  we don’t solve the Pres-
idential Election Fraud of  2020,” 
Trump said last month, “Repub-
licans will not be voting in ’22 or 
’24. It’s the single most important 
thing for Republicans to do.”

Youngkin could avoid talking 
about Trump’s false claims about 
a stolen election while running for 
governor without antagonizing 
Trump or his superfans. It’s a lot 
harder to sidestep Trump when 
he’s actually onstage with you in a 
presidential debate.

Jonah Goldberg is editor-in-chief  
of  the Dispatch. From Tribune 
News Service.

Can GOP 
keep on 
surfing the 
red wave?
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3090 Je!erson St.
Napa

707-255-3509

SNOWBOARD & SKI SWAP & SALE!
WHEN:

SWAP: Sunday, Nov. 14, 2021
11am-5:30pm

Registration: 9-11am

by Snowdrift Ski Shopdrift S

SALE: NOVEMBER 12 - 14, 2021
20-50%OFF Store-wide!

VETS
Thank you for your service.

If you did not get one,
A BIG WELCOME HOME

• Corner 13th & Stewart • 542-4782
FAMILY & VETERAN OWNED SINCE 1896King’s Nursery

Online andmobile
banking is always open.

Personal or Business.

• View balances, recent transactions
and statements

• Deposit checks with your smartphone
or tablet

• Pay a friend in near real-time with
your EB debit card

• Securely pay all of your bills
in one place

• Initiate stop payments and
reorder checks

Learn more at exchangebank.com

Download or update our app on the
iTunes App Store or Google Play.

707.329.0477707.375.3200 | 415.494.8394

0% financing for up to 72 months

We offer 0% financing for up to
72 months on equipment installs,
replacements, and upgrades.
Install today, and pay later!

St Lic #215233

0% financing for up to 72 months2 months

Now OfferingElectrical!


