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Still no plan for maintenance of SDC after DGS exit, 
but talks continue
By Tracy Salcedo

W ith just 30 days to go, 
questions of who will 
be responsible for 
providing and pay-

ing for ongoing maintenance and 
security on the former Sonoma De-
velopmental Center (SDC) campus 
in Glen Ellen remain unanswered.

California’s Department of 
General Services (DGS), which 
owns the 180-acre site, has declared 
that, come June 30, no State fund-
ing will be available to maintain 
the campus. “All state activities will 
shut down at that point,” Monica 
Hassan, a deputy director with 
DGS, told the Kenwood Press via 
email in late April.

DGS has kept the campus in 
“warm shutdown”— providing 
only essential services — since clo-
sure of the institution in December 
2018. Those services have included 
providing security; repairing bro-
ken infrastructure, such as busted 
pipes; landscaping, including re-

Photo by Paul Goguen
Funding for upkeep of the Sonoma Developmental Center campus, including security and building maintenance, like protect-
ing the roof of the historic Sonoma House, expires on June 30. The State of California’s Department of General Services, which 
owns the property, is currently talking with officials in Sonoma County about who will maintan the property after July 1.Continued on page 5

Kenwood School first to hit Read On, Sonoma! milestone
Out of  1400+ students countywide, Kenwood School hits 100% of reading goals with Guy Fieri Foundation Literacy Program
By Ashley Breinlinger

Kenwood School made history 
in May when its students in 
grades 2 through 6 became 
the first to meet 100% of 

their reading goals through Read 
On, Sonoma!, a literacy program 
founded by celebrity chef Guy Fieri 
and local entrepreneur Lawrence 
Amaturo.

Fieri, a Sonoma County resident, 
and Amaturo created Read On, So-
noma! (ROS) in 2022 to combat a 
literacy crisis and boost elementary 
reading proficiency. According to 
studies referenced by ROS, fourth 
graders who aren’t proficient read-
ers are 67% more likely to end up 

on welfare or in prison.
The program now serves 1,461 

students across seven Sonoma 
County elementary schools. The pro-
gram assigns students individualized 
reading goals, tracks comprehension 
through Accelerated Reader (AR), 
a tool used by 30 million students 
nationwide, and rewards them for 
hitting goals, including rewards 
such as school supplies, sports gear, 
Chromebooks, and scholarships for 
future studies.
Celebrating the milestone

On May 23, Kenwood School 
hosted an awards ceremony in its 
multipurpose room to honor the 

achievement. The event featured 
Amaturo, ROS Executive Director 
Michelle Leisen and other members 
of the Guy Fieri Foundation. Com-
munity supporters attended as well, 
including Foggy Radio (92.9FM) 
DJ Amber Bledsoe, whose voice the 
students were excited to hear “in 
real life.”

Amaturo’s remarks about the sig-
nificance of the 100% achievement, 
along with accolades and encourage-
ment, brought big smiles and tears 
of pride to the crowd.

Although last minute Fieri was 
unable to attend in-person, he ap-
peared in a video wearing his signa-

ture spiked 
hair and 
shades to 
address 
the group: 
“Kenwood 
Cougars, 
today we 
come to-
gether to 
celebrate 
an extraor-
dinary 
achieve-
ment that 
has made 
reading 

Photo by Molly Cruit 
Principal Myers kept his 
promise to dye his hair 
purple, as an incentive for 
students to reach their 
reading goals.

Continued on page 14
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Community Calendar
Ongoing

Mondays Redwood Empire Food Bank free food distributions, second and fourth Mondays of each 
month, 5 to 6 p.m.; St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 9000 Sonoma Hwy., Kenwood. Info:  
(707) 523-7903.

Tuesdays Al-Anon Family Group meeting, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. In-person meetings at Star of the 
Valley Church (Parish Center next to Church), 495 White Oak, Santa Rosa. Or via Zoom, 
meeting ID: 118-9024-86; Passcode: circle. 

Wednesdays Al-Anon meeting 6 to 7 p.m. AA meeting at 7:30 p.m. Both meetings held at 
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 9000 Sonoma Hwy., Kenwood.

Fridays Redwood Empire Food Bank free food distributions, first and third Fridays of each month, 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.; Jack London Village parking lot, 14301 Arnold Dr., Glen Ellen. Info:  
(707) 523-7903.

Saturdays Oakmont Farmers Market, 9 a.m. to noon; Wells Fargo Bank parking lot, 6585 Oakmont Dr., 
Santa Rosa.

Current

June 3 Kenwood Press on KSVY radio, 9:20–9:40 a.m. Listen at 91.3 FM or ksvy.org.

June 11 Springs Municipal Advisory Council (SMAC), 6:30 p.m. Zoom ID: (985) 4530-4964;  
Passcode: 40450.

June 15 Kenwood Fire Explorers Father's Day Pancake Breakfast, 8 a.m. to noon. Kenwood Fire Station, 
9045 Sonoma Hwy., Kenwood.

June 17 North Sonoma Valley MAC (NSVMAC), 5:30 p.m. at Mayflower Hall, 5311 O’Donnell Lane, 
Glen Ellen. Zoom info posted online with agenda at sonomacounty.ca.gov. 

June 25 Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission, 6:30 p.m. Zoom meeting ID: 957 4573 
3697; Passcode: 290077.

www.lespascalspatisserie.com
Outdoor Patio and Limited Indoor Seating

6 am - 4:30 pm Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri,  7am -4 pm Sat & Sun
Closed Wednesday

In the “Yellow Building” – 13758 Arnold Drive, Glen Ellen
(707) 934-8378

Les PascalsLes Pascals
Patisserie -Boulangerie - Café

Treat your Dad to the Treat your Dad to the delicious  delicious  
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Richard Neiss
Expert, Affordable Piano Tuning

Repair • Sales
www.richardneiss.com

Bringing Harmony to the World One Piano at a Time

Letters Policy
We welcome articles and letters from anyone 

with something to say about local issues and events. 
All letters must be signed and accompanied by the 
writer’s full name and address. Kenwood Press 
reserves the right to edit letters that are too long, 
are libelous, or contain objectionable or offensive 
material.

Although it is our intention to publish all let-
ters received, we are not always able to include all 
submissions.

Easily Book Online, Walk-ins Welcome

Stress • Anxiety • Trauma
Headaches • Sleep • Digestion

Beauty • Hormones • Auto Immune
Night Sweats • Allergies  • Women’s Health 

and so much more

Neck Pain • Back Pain • Sciatica
Dermatology • Sports Injuries

www.vom-ca.com   707.938.7317
Acupuncture and Chinese Herbs

Ask about our beauty treatments! Acupuncture Facelift !!!

moval of fallen trees; and building mainte-
nance, such as draping the roof of Sonoma 
House with plastic sheeting to protect it dur-
ing rainstorms.

As of May 15, the only sure thing was 
that Sonoma Valley Fire District would be 
responsible for fire and emergency medical 
response to the campus. The district is con-
tracted to staff the Eldridge fire station on 
weekends through the end of June, according 
to Chief Steve Akre. After that, emergency 
services will be dispatched from stations in 
Glen Ellen and Agua Caliente, a response 
Akre described as “not ideal.”

The Kenwood Press reached out to county 
and state officials in late May for an update. 
The Office of Assemblymember Damian 
Connolly responded, but did not provide 
comment by the press deadline. Neither 
Senator Chris Cabaldon’s Office nor Sena-
tor Mike McGuire’s Office replied to email 
queries.

Queries sent to First District Supervisor 
Rebecca Hermosillo and officials with Permit 
Sonoma were answered by Sonoma County’s 
Communications Manager Paul Gullixon.

Asked who would be responsible for 
providing security on the campus, Gullixon 
wrote, “The State of California, through the 
Department of General Services, remains the 
property owner of the campus. Decisions on 
campus operations are the responsibility of 
the State.”

If there’s an emergency or to report acts 
of vandalism, Gullixon advised local resi-

dents and other folks who visit the campus 
to “contact local law enforcement with any 
public safety concerns. The Sherriff ’s Office 
non-emergency number is (707) 565-2121. 
In an emergency, please dial 911.”

In response to questions about who will 
be responsible for landscaping and repair of 
infrastructure failures, as well as who will 
be fiscally responsible for campus upkeep, 
Gullixon provided the same response: “The 
State of California, through the Department 
of General Services, remains the property 
owner of the campus. Decisions on campus 
operations are the responsibility of the State.”

Gullixon provided more detail on the fire 
protection front. “The County’s Fire Preven-
tion Division continues to implement vegeta-
tion management programs and other fire 
prevention strategies to safeguard the SDC 
property and surrounding communities,” 
he stated.

Gullixon confirmed that the Eldridge 
Fire Station will no longer be staffed come 
July 1, but noted that Sonoma Valley Fire will 
“upstaff ” the Glen Ellen and Agua Caliente 
Stations “as needed based on conditions 
throughout fire season.”

Asked whether the State and County were 
still discussing the provision of maintenance, 
security, upkeep, and fire protection on the 
campus, Gullixon responded, “Yes.”

Stay tuned!
Tracy Salcedo is an award-winning writ-

er based in Glen Ellen and chair of Sonoma 
Mountain Preservation.

SDC Maintenance – continued from page 1
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