
The Chronicle Volume 76 No. 2� 55

for the design and construction of the first six naval frigates 
of the U.S. Navy. While Passmore’s records do not list what 
“sundry” tin goods were supplied to the two frigates, we 
do have a record of the complement of tin items on board 
the frigate United States, which survives in the records 
of the U.S. War Department. These tin goods included 
twenty-four sailor’s pots, twenty-four riveted pint cups, 
four camp kettles, four tin tea pots, two tin cannisters, 
four sconces, seven speaking trumpets, twenty-four tin 
lanterns, two basins, two pudding pans, seven funnels, 
two flour boxes, two pepper boxes, one cheese toaster, two 
soup ladles, one colander, two gallon measures, two half-
gallon measures, two quart measures, two pint measures, 
two half-pint measures, and two gill measures.51

Selling Tinware to the Hinterland

With his first newspaper advertisement, Passmore 
declared that “orders from any part of the United 

States duly attended to and goods packed up with punctuality 

and dispatch and executed as if the parties were present.”52 

True to his word, Passmore sold larger quantities of tinware 
to several buyers in outlying areas, some of which would have 
been considered remote for the time. His first long-distance 
customer was a John B. Pollock, who lived in Milford, Sussex 
County, Delaware, in the central part of the state. In late April 
1793, Pollock ordered a range of household tinware, totaling 
more than £5 in value.53 In June 1793, Passmore received an 
order for tinware totaling nearly £24 from a John Sparhawk, 
then living in Alexandria, Virginia. This was likely a com-
mercial order, as it included large quantities of single items; 
for example, Sparhawk ordered four dozen pepper boxes.54

Passmore also sent several orders to commercial 
customers on the Kentucky and Tennessee frontier (see 
Figure 11). Kentucky became a state the year Passmore 
opened his business in Philadelphia (1792), and Tennessee 
became a state only in 1796. Sparsely populated and poorly 
connected to the coastal states, shipping tinware to these 
areas was challenging.55 In the mid-1790s, an order sent to 

Figure 11. Map of Passmore’s America, the United States in 1794. Robert Wilkinson, “A Map of the United States of America, with Part of the 
Adjoining provinces from the latest Authorities,” https://www.raremaps.com/gallery/detail/80397, Courtesy of the Author.
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Danville, Kentucky, or Knoxville, in the Western Territory (later 
Tennessee), for example, involved shipping the tinware overland 
by wagon (in hogshead casks filled with straw) from Philadelphia 
down into Virginia along the Great Valley Road, connecting with 
the Wilderness Road in southeastern Virginia, and taking the 
latter route though the Cumberland Gap, into central Kentucky, or 
down into what became Tennessee. Even after the improvements 
to the Wilderness Road announced in newspapers in 1796, the 
route was still arduous and time-consuming.56

The Journeymen and the “Factory”

One of the other things that made Thomas Passmore dif-
ferent from many other tinsmiths was his relatively quick 

reliance on journeymen after starting his business. In 1795, 

between April 21 and 
May 15, Passmore, 
seeking to expand his 
tinsmithing business 
dramatically, placed 
thrice-weekly adver-
tisements in one of 
the local Philadelphia 
newspapers, announc-
ing that he was seek-
ing a dozen journey-
men tinplate workers 
and promising that 
“Good wages will be 
given to those who 
are proficient in their 
business, either by the 
month or piece-work.” 
He also sought some 
apprentices to work in 
his tin business.57 The 
advertised workplace 
was still his original 
tin manufactory lo-
cation at 228 Market 
Street. Unfortunately, 
none of Passmore’s 
surviving records 
show if he hired that 
journeymen in the 
spring of 1795.

On September 3, 
1796, Passmore placed 
another series of ad-
vertisements, twice 
weekly, this time 
calling for twenty 
journeymen tinplate 
workers, to begin 

their work in three weeks at his “new manufactory on north 
Seventh street, between Market and Arch streets.” The ad-
vertisement ran twenty-three times between September 3 and 
December 6 and helps us understand the changes taking place 
in his business. His original location, at 228 Market Street, 
was clearly too small for his growing operation, so he ex-
panded into another building just one-half block to the north. 
Passmore’s manufactory on North Seventh Street, described 
as “new” in 1804, was a three-story brick building measuring 
32 feet wide by 20 feet deep.58 With more than 1,900 square 
feet of floor space overall (640 square feet on each of the three 
floors), it enabled him to produce even more tinware and ex-
pand the range of items he offered for sale (Figure 12).59 

Eager to make the work more appealing, Passmore 

Figure 12. Part of a stereograph from circa 1865. The building that housed Thomas Passmore’s second tin 
manufactory ( from 1796 to 1804) is the brick building at right, No. 13 N. Seventh Street, Philadelphia. The 
building no longer exists. Library Company of Philadelphia. 
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tried a different approach in his new advertisements– 
he offered journeymen a chance to earn a higher rate of 
pay if they committed to a full year in his employ. Those 
who did so could expect twelve shillings per day. For less 

than a full-year commitment, 
Passmore offered eleven 
shillings, three pence per day. 
In either case, the journeymen 
could choose to do piece-work 
where Passmore paid them by 
the number of tinware items 
completed versus a fixed 
daily rate of pay.60 While 
piece-work rates of pay were 
often associated with the 
newest workers, more skilled 
journeymen might have found 
the piece-work rate more 
advantageous as the more 
items they could produce in 
a fixed period of time, the 
more they could earn. For 
example, Thomas Louden, 
one of the most productive 
of Passmore’s journeymen, 
made two dozen tin oil pots 
in a single day on July 13, 
1797, for which he was paid 
seventeen shillings, five more 
shillings for a day’s work 
than he would have made had 
he been paid at the normal 
maximum daily rate of pay 
(twelve shillings).61 While 
they may seem generous 
compared to what other 
workers were making at the 
time, these higher rates of 
pay for journeymen tinsmiths 
were partly a product of labor 
unrest in the capital city over 
a period of years. In the mid-
1790s, journeymen in other 
vocations in Philadelphia, like 
printing and cabinetmaking, 
had begun to organize and 
press their masters for higher 
and set rates of pay for piece-
work, so the publication of a 
book of tinware prices and 
journeymen’s wages for piece-
work that was established by 
agreement among ten master 

tinsmiths in Philadelphia in April 1796 should be seen in 
that context (Figures 13A and 13B).62

The surviving records do not elucidate what specific 
work or contractual arrangements Passmore made with 

Figure 13a. Front cover of the 1796 Book of Prices, of Journeymen’s Wages for Making Tin-
Ware. The terms of payment for piece-work delineated in the book were agreed to by the 10 master 
tinsmiths in Philadelphia, who listed their names on the back cover. Winterthur Library: Printed Book and 

Periodical Collection.
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any of his journeymen, but they do show that by the end 
of January 1797, he had ten journeymen in his employ, 
as their names all appear in Volume 21 of the Passmore 
business records, along with details of the tin items they 
produced. The ten men were (in the order in which they 
first appear in Vol. 21): Samuel Biggs, John (no surname 

listed), Jeffrey (no surname listed), John Man, Thomas 
Louden, Thomas Cecil, Joshua Smith, William Casaday, 
Adam Peck, and John Stiff. 

As evidenced by the 1797-1799 daybook and 1800-
1802 journal, Passmore paid his men promptly after 
they completed a batch of work. In the earlier period, he 

Figure 13b. Back cover of 
the 1796 Book of Prices, of 
Journeymen’s Wages for 
Making Tin-Ware. Winterthur 
Library: Printed Book and Periodical 
Collection.
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typically paid them the same day or the very next day, 
while in the later period, he paid them once a week. As 
noted in Vol. 21, for example, journeyman Adam Peck 
completed two dozen large sugar scoops on Oct. 4, 1797, 
and was paid £1-2-6 cash for that work the same day.63 
Evidently some of the journeymen wanted payment in 
dollars as opposed to pounds, as some of the notes about 
production mention the pay priced in dollars.

Most of the notations in the records are straight-
forward, indicating which journeyman made something 
and what it was. Sometimes, however, there are additional 
comments, such as this one from May 13, 1797:64

	 Timothy Miller
	 By Making 61 pint funels [sic]
	 Badley made [sic]

Or this one from May 26, 1797:
	 William Casady
	 By Making 3 Portable Kitchens
	 3 dollars to be deducted for not finishing 

them Compleate [sic]

The records are unclear about what the division of labor 
was between the named journeymen and the factory, which 
produced large quantities of tinware. Factory production 
was itemized separately in the 1797-1799 daybook, but 
no specific journeymen were associated with that work. 
The notation simply says “Factory” and then the items 

produced appear just below. Looking at the broad sweep 
of the factory’s production, however, we can see that most 
of the emphasis there was on producing larger and often, 
more expensive items, like portable kitchens (which varied 
in cost from $35-$50 each), roasters (or ‘tin kitchens’), 
and bulky items like rain gutter and downspout work 
(known as ‘house pipe’ at the time).65 Several unanswered 
questions remain. Did the named journeymen also work 
in the factory or did others work there? If the journeymen 
also worked in the factory, why was their labor and pay 
noted in detail in the records, but factory production was 
noted in an anonymous aggregate? Was a division of labor 
imposed on the workers in the manufactory—each one 
making separate parts of a whole—or were they tasked 
with making a single product from beginning to end? 
According to a list of documents created by Passmore’s 
lawyer, there were at one time two more specific volumes 
related to the manufactory—a “manufactory book” and 
a “manufactory daybook”—these volumes might have 
shed more light on the inner workings of Passmore’s 
manufactory but unfortunately, they are now apparently 
lost to history.66

Many of Passmore’s journeymen stayed working for 
him for several years. Seven of the original ten men who 
started as journeymen in January 1797 were still working 
for him in late 1801, when the business records recording 
journeymen pay stop. Most of his journeymen worked 
continuously during that time, but some show gaps in 

Figure 14. 1802 Charles Varle map of Philadelphia, showing the location of Thomas Passmore’s country house, Mount Sidney. David Rumsey 

Map Collection, David Rumsey Map Center, Stanford Libraries.
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their employment. Adam Peck, for example, worked three 
days in January 1797 and then not again until August that 
year; however, he worked for Passmore continuously after 
that. Journeymen John Stiff had a similar experience. 
Interestingly, among the men Thomas Passmore 
employed was his younger brother, John, who began work 
in October 1797.67

Passmore’s Business Expands

By the end of 1797, Passmore’s tin business had become 
so large that he was essentially only the manager 

of his operation, with journeymen tinsmiths responsible 
for making all the tinware produced and sold. By the 
following year, he was also importing japanned tinware 
from Great Britain, as he was not yet capable of producing 
those items within his own business. Japanning, the 
coating of tinplate with asphaltum followed by a baked-
on, high-gloss varnish, was designed to mimic the 
lacquerware common in Japanese woodworking. Britain 
was a major center for japanned tinware, and Passmore 
cultivated business relationships with suppliers there to 
provide him with products he could sell in Philadelphia.68  

In 1800, Passmore recruited a London-based japanner to 
work for him. He was apparently “a very fine hand at the 
business” but died in early January 1801.69 Passmore then 
attempted to recruit two more English japanners through 
the good offices of Lees & Rundle, merchants and brokers 
in Liverpool. The letter in which Passmore solicits the 
two japanners is particularly interesting because he 
mentioned that he had recently gone to “great expense in 
putting up buildings for the purpose of carrying on the 
Japanning Business.”70 Whether Passmore was successful 
in recruiting two japanners is unclear from the surviving 
records, but he did continue to import japanned tinware 
from England.71

The Philadelphia directories give some indication of 
how his business was shifting focus over time. In 1796, he 
was still listed as a “tinman” in the directory. In 1797, he 
was listed as a “tin manufacturer.”72 Passmore’s newspaper 
advertisements also illustrate that shift. By 1799, 
Passmore had become the quintessential late eighteenth-
century “merchant-manufacturer,” someone who came 
from an artisanal background, but who became primarily 
a merchant of wares and thence to manufacturing 

Figure 15. Thomas Passmore’s country home, “Mount Sidney,” located to the west of Philadelphia (see 1802 Charles Varle map and inset in 
Figure 14). The engraving was done by William Birch. Library Company of Philadelphia.
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(directing the labor of others). In July that year, he shifted 
his business location a few doors to the east to 215 Market 
Street, presumably because the business had outgrown 
the original location at 228 Market Street. He had also by 
this time purchased a country home, called Mount Sidney,   
in the western hinterlands of Philadelphia, northwest of 
where the Philadelphia Museum of Art is today.73 The 
brick, two-story house, 45 by 27 feet in size, was later 
described as “furnished in the modern fashion and built of 
the best materials.” The property included a coach house 
with space for four horses, an icehouse, and “an elegant 
garden laid out in handsome stile [sic], and in high state 
of cultivation” (Figures 14 and 15).74

Another dramatic change in Passmore’s business 
occurred in late 1799, when he became co-owner of 
a merchant ship, the Amity, to facilitate his overseas 
transactions, primarily bringing goods from Bristol, 
England. He also offered space on the vessel for passengers 
who might wish to travel to England.75 By March 10, 
1800, he was the sole owner of the ship.76 

Bankruptcy

Passmore bought a second ship, the brig Minerva, 
in 1801. Everything appeared to be going well for 

Passmore at this point, until the Minerva, on its way 
to Bristol, England at the end of September that year, 
sprang a leak and began to take on water. The captain of 
the Minerva was able to get the ship as far as Shelburne, 
Nova Scotia, but it needed significant repairs, which were 
difficult to effect in so small a place. In the end, the ship 
was declared a total loss as it would have cost more to 
repair it than the ship itself was worth. The ship was 
insured, and Passmore moved quickly to collect from the 
insurers. Multiple insurers were involved, and all agreed 
to pay except one, Pettit & Bayard, who claimed the ship 
was already damaged before it left port, so the insurance 
claim was forfeit. Passmore sued Pettit & Bayard to get 
them to pay the claim and the court-appointed referees 
found in his favor. While the other insurers at that point 
paid Passmore, Andrew Bayard still refused to pay and 
tried to petition the court for an appeal. The window of 
time for an appeal had lapsed, however, but the effect of the 
delay in the nearly $500 payment from Bayard frustrated 
and angered Passmore and prompted him to post a notice 
in a local coffee house that accused Pettit & Bayard of 
being “quibbling underwriters” and of attempting to get 
the other underwriters to stop their payments to him. The 
notice went on to accuse Andrew Bayard of being “a liar, 
a rascal, and a coward.” The only person who apparently 
saw the notice was the coffee-housekeeper, who promptly 
took it down and delivered it to Bayard, who would 
not otherwise have known about the document and its 
contents.77 

Bayard promptly appealed to the court to find 
Passmore in contempt because of the libel. Even though 
the libel in question was not against the justices, but 
rather against Bayard himself, and should have been dealt 
with as a separate civil matter, the court subsequently 
ordered Passmore to apologize to Bayard, and when 
he refused, ordered the sheriff to arrest him on a count 
of contempt of court. On December 28, 1802, he was 
arrested, fined $50, and jailed in the debtor’s apartment of 
the local jailhouse for thirty days. The effect of his jailing 
wreaked havoc on his business. Because he was unable to 
take care of the detailed day-to-day work from his cell, 
much of which dealt with finance, his business collapsed. 
Rather than wait for him to sort out a possible solution, 
some of his creditors filed a petition in federal court to 
start bankruptcy proceedings against Passmore. A judge 
appointed a commission to begin those proceedings. At 
the time, bankruptcies involving merchants and traders 
were covered by the federal Bankruptcy Act of 1800. 
Under the act, creditors initiated bankruptcies, not the 
debtor, so Passmore had no control over the situation.78

What followed was a nearly two-year personal 
struggle for Passmore as the sheriff took everything 
Passmore owned and auctioned it off to pay his creditors. 
He lost his country home, Mount Sidney, and all of its 
contents, including personal possessions, all of the tinware 
stock he had on his personal property, his phaeton (a type 
of horse-drawn carriage) and eventually, the building 
housing the tin manufactory on North Seventh Street.79  

The federal bankruptcy law allowed the bankruptee to 
keep some of his property, which was ostensibly the tools 
of his trade, as they were not mentioned as auction items 
in any of the documents.

If there was anything good to come from Passmore’s 
bankruptcy, it was that he was compelled to turn over 
business records to his attorney. From the list his 
attorney compiled at the time, we know that he turned 
over many more documents than survived, so whether 
he later retrieved some of them is unknown, but the 
fact remains that some of the documents survived 226 
years indirectly because of Passmore’s bankruptcy and 
the Cadwalader family’s presence of mind to retain them 
until they were donated to the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania starting in 1947.80 

Later Incarnations

Passmore proved a resilient businessman. Although his 
bankruptcy destroyed the business he had built up over 

the past decade, once that ordeal was over, he moved to 
reestablish himself as a tin manufacturer in Philadelphia. 
By June 1804, he had moved into new premises at 172 
Market Street, which had been occupied until recently by 
Denniston & Wray, ironmongers, once again advertising 
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his tin manufactory, now under the name “Passmore & 
Co.”81 In November that year, he advertised that he had 
acquired “a patent right of Messrs. Whiting and Parson’s 
machine for manufacturing Tin Ware” and noted the 
new speed with which his manufactory could produce tin 
goods.82 With this advertisement, Passmore shows that he 
was an early adopter of the new machinery of tinsmithing. 
Invented by Calvin Whiting, of Dedham, Massachusetts, 
this new tin machinery was officially patented on April 
14, 1804. Unfortunately, the original patent documents 
were destroyed in a U.S. Patent Office fire in 1836, but we 
know that it took many years before these machines were 
widely adopted. Interestingly, Passmore not only adopted 
the machines for use in his own manufactory, but also 
helped distribute the machines to buyers in other states, 
except for Pennsylvania, perhaps to keep his competitors 
in the state from having that advantage.83 

We have few details about Passmore’s business in the 
post-1802 period, apart from newspaper advertisements, 
because his business records for that period have not 
survived. He likely continued to employ journeymen 
tinsmiths in his manufactory. City directories tell us 
that he continued in the tinware trade for the next seven 
years. At one point in 1808, he had a German indentured 
servant named Caspar Pickle, who ran away. Passmore 
took out an advertisement in the newspaper, offering a 
$30 reward for his return, noting that “he speaks English, 
but indifferently, and is a good Tin plate worker.”84 We do 
not know if he returned.

For reasons that are unclear, Thomas Passmore 
ceased being a tinsmith sometime in early 1809. On 
March 14th that year, he was appointed by the governor 
of Pennsylvania to be an auctioneer for the city of 
Philadelphia.85 By the end of that week, he had opened a 
new office on South Front Street and announced publicly 
that he was ready to assume his duties as an auctioneer.  
Passmore continued in that position until his death on 
May 2, 1824 at age 50.87

Acknowledgments

Historical research of this sort cannot be completed 
without the kind assistance of others. I’d like to 

acknowledge the following individuals who helped 
make this research possible: the late William McMillen, 
master tinsmith at Historic Eastfield Village in New 
York, for training me in historical tinsmithing, being a 
most excellent mentor and friend, and for his enthusiasm 
for this project, including writing a letter of reference; 
John Verrill, executive director of the Early American 
Industries Association (EAIA), for encouraging me to 
apply for an EAIA research grant; Heidi Campbell-
Shoaf and the EAIA grants committee for funding my 
project; Steve Smith, Director of Research Services at 

the Historical Society of Pennsylvania (HSP), Briana 
Giasullo, Access Services Librarian at HSP, and the many 
members of the HSP Reading Room staff that facilitated 
my research there. I also wish to thank the American 
Antiquarian Society, the Athenaeum of Philadelphia, 
and the Winterthur Museum, Library & Garden for 
providing four of the illustrations (and permissions to use 
them) for this article. I owe a special debt of gratitude 
to Professor Scott Gordon, Andrew W. Mellon Chair at 
Lehigh University, who generously diverted time from 
his own research to take some initial photographs of the 
Thomas Passmore records, so I’d have a better idea of 
what to expect when I arrived at the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania. Finally, I want to thank my family for their 
support and patience over the past year as I traveled and 
conducted the research for this project.

Notes
1.	 In the shorthand of the time, a “tin manufactory” in the 

United States was a place at which tin goods were made, 
not a place at which tin or tinplate was produced.

2.	 A Book of Prices of Journeymen’s Wages for Making Tin-ware: 
Agreed on by the Master Tinplate Workers, of the City of Phila-
delphia, at a meeting held the 18th of April, 1796 (Winterthur 
Museum, Garden & Library).

3.	 Donald D. Jackson, ed., Letters of the Lewis and Clark Ex-
pedition: With Related Documents, 1783-1854 (Urbana, Illi-
nois: University of Illinois Press, 1962), 79.

4.	 “Memorandum Books, 1799,” The Papers of Thomas 
Jefferson, Second Series, Jefferson’s Memorandum Books, 
vol. 2, ed. James A Bear, Jr. and Lucia C. Stanton, 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1997), 996–1012.

5.	 “Thomas Jefferson to Thomas Cooper, 2 April 1819,” 
The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, Retirement Series, vol. 
14, 1 February to 31 August 1819, ed. J. Jefferson Looney 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2017), 191–192.

6.	 Philadelphia and its Manufactures: A Hand-book Exhibiting 
the Development, Variety, and Statistics of the Manufacturing 
Industry of Philadelphia in 1857 (Philadelphia: Edward 
Young, 1859), 417.

7.	 Henry Kauffman, Metalworking Trades in Early America. 
(1966; repr. Mendham, NJ: Astragal Press, 1995), 142.

8.	 Margaret Coffin, The History and Folklore of American 
Country Tinware (New York: Galahad Books, 1968), 163.

9.	 Thomas Passmore, Volumes 19-25 and Folders 7-10, 
Cadwalader Family Papers, Collection 1454, Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.

10.	 The original patent document is in the Smithsonian 
Institution library and is available online at https://
library.si.edu/digital-library/author/passmore-thomas. 
This patent document was not available online until I 
requested the Smithsonian Institution to scan it.

11.	 Thomas Passmore, Receipt No. 2, Records of the Office of 



The Chronicle Volume 76 No. 2� 63

the Quartermaster General, 1774-1985, RG92, Box 560A, 
National Archives, Washington, D.C.

12.	 The needlework is mentioned as an acquisition of the 
Virginia Historical Society in their Annual Report 
for 1982. Andrew Talkov, senior curator of Curatorial 
Affairs at the Virginia Museum of History and Culture, 
was kind enough to provide me with photographs of the 
front and back of this framed piece of needlework. Email 
communication with author, dated March 9, 2020.

13.	  Philadelphia Inquirer, May 23, 1794, p. 3, col. 3.
14.	 See The Oracle of the Day (Portsmouth, New Ham), May 13, 

1794, p. 2, col. 3.
15.	 “New Hampshire, Marriage and Divorce Records, 1659–

1947.” Online index and digital images. New England 
Historical Genealogical Society. Citing New Hampshire 
Bureau of Vital Records, Concord, New Hampshire. 
Accessed on 1/17/2023 through Ancestry.com.

16.	 Fowle’s New-Hampshire Gazette and The General Advertiser, 
July 13, 1786, p. 4, col. 3.

17.	  First Census of the United States, 1790.; Census Place: 
Portsmouth, Rockingham, New Hampshire; Series: 
M637, Roll 5; p. 202. Accessed through Ancestry.com on 
1/17/2023.

18.	 Probate Records, 1771-1969. New Hampshire. Probate 
Court (Rockingham County). Rockingham, New 
Hampshire. Accessed through Ancestry.com on 1/17/2023.

19.	 Minutes of the January 4, 1799, meeting of the American 
Philosophical Society, published in Medical Repository of 
Original Essays and Intelligence Relative to Physic, Surgery, 
Chemistry, and Natural History, Vol. 2 (New York: Printed 
by T & J Swords, 1799), 336.

20.	 U.S. Census Bureau, Population of the 24 Urban Places, 1790, 
accessed 1/17/2023, https://www2.census.gov/library/
working-papers/1998/demo/pop-twps0027/tab02.txt.

21.	 For an older, but still excellent summary of Philadelphia as 
the temporary capital of the United States, see Edward M. 
Riley, “Philadelphia, the Nation’s Capital, 1790-1800,” in 
Pennsylvania History: A Journal of Mid-Atlantic Studies, Vol. 
20, No. 4 (October 1953), 357-379.

22.	 James Hardie, ed., The Philadelphia Directory and Register, 
1793 (Philadelphia: T. Dobson, Printers, 1793), 44, 59, 117, 
121, 134, 147, and 151.

23.	 The building must have been of relatively new construction 
as just two years earlier the location was referred to as 
one of a few lots owned by long-time Philadelphia resident 
Jacob Hiltzheimer. See entry for September 15, 1790, in 
Jacob Cox Parsons, ed. Extracts from the Diary of Jacob 
Hiltzheimer of Philadelphia (Philadelphia: William Fell, 
1893), 164.

24.	 Thomas Passmore Daybook, 1792-1796, Vol. 20, p. 1, 
Cadwalader Family Papers, Collection 1454, Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania [hereafter Thomas Passmore 
Daybook, Vol. 20, HSP].

25.	 Entry for July 13, 1792, Thomas Passmore Daybook, Vol. 
20, HSP. Fraunces once owned the famed Fraunces Tavern 
in New York, which was a gathering place of notables 
during the War for Independence, including George 
Washington.

26.	 I have been unable to identify this individual. He does not 
appear in any of the Philadelphia directories from the 1790s, 
nor has a newspaper search turned up an identification.

27.	 For an older, but still useful account of the yellow fever 
outbreak of 1793, see J. H. Powell, Bring Out Your Dead: 
The Great Plague of Yellow Fever in Philadelphia in 1793 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1949).

28.	 Data compiled from pages 4-26 of the Thomas Passmore 
Daybook, Vol. 20, HSP.

29.	 See Thomas Passmore Daybook, Vol. 20, HSP.
30.	 Henry Biddle, ed., Extracts from the Journal of Elizabeth 

Sandwich Drinker (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1889), 
190.

31.	 See J. H. Powell, Bring Out Your Dead, 45. A more recent, 
but briefer treatment can be seen in Eve Kornfeld, “Crisis 
in the Capital: The Cultural Significance of Philadelphia’s 
Great Yellow Fever Epidemic.” Pennsylvania History: A 
Journal of Mid-Atlantic Studies 51, no. 3 (1984): 189-205. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27772983.

32.	 Benjamin Rush, An Account of the Bilious Remitting Yellow 
Fever, as it Appeared in the City of Philadelphia, in the Year 
1793 (Philadelphia: Thomas Dobson, printer, 1794), 129-
130.

33.	 See map of the 1793 epidemic, accessed 2/11/2023, 
https://philadelphiaencyclopedia.org/wp-content/
uploads/2011/10/Yellow-Fever-1793-jpg.jpg.

34.	 “To George Washington from Samuel Fraunces, 23 October 
1793,” Founders Online, National Archives, https://founders.
archives.gov/documents/Washington/05-14-02-0187. 
Accessed 2/21/2023.

35.	 See entry for July 26, 1793, in Thomas Passmore Daybook, 
Vol. 20, HSP.

36.	 The Federal Gazette and Philadelphia Daily Advertiser, 
November 29, 1793, p. 3, column 4.

37.	 See Norie ad in Fowle’s New-Hampshire Gazette and The 
General Advertiser, July 13, 1786, p. 4, col. 3.

38.	 Data tabulated from Thomas Passmore Daybook, Vol. 20, 
HSP.

39.	 See Porcupine’s Gazette, October 28, 1797, p. 4, col. 3.
40.	 See Thomas Webster, An Encylopædia of Domestic Economy 

(New York: Harper & Brothers, 1845), 233.
41.	 See letter from Henry Knox, War Department, to Thomas 

Posey, April 10, 1793, in Papers of the War Department, 1784-
1800, accessed 1/31/2023, https://wardepartmentpapers.
org/s/home/media/99097.

42.	 See entry for May 23, 1793 in Thomas Passmore Daybook, 
Vol. 20, HSP.

43.	 See notation on Jan. 3, 1798 in Thomas Passmore Daybook, 



64 � The Chronicle June 2023

Vol. 21, HSP.
44.	 For a list of the businesses to whom Passmore extended 

credit, see the ‘Bills Receivable’ section of Thomas 
Passmore, Vol. 19, HSP.

45.	 Data tallied from indexing the Thomas Passmore 
Daybook, Vol. 20, HSP.

46.	 See entry for September 3, 1794, Thomas Passmore 
Daybook, Vol. 20, HSP.

47.	 See entry on April 22, 1797 in Thomas Passmore Daybook, 
Vol. 21, HSP. For a good overview of the Algerine frigate, 
see William J. Prom, “The Seventh Frigate,” Naval 
History Magazine, Vol. 34, No. 4 (August 2020), accessed 
1/26/2023, https://www.usni.org/magazines/naval-
history-magazine/2020/august/seventh-frigate.

48.	 See entry for March 10, 1797, in Thomas Passmore 
Daybook, Vol. 21, HSP.

49.	 See entry on Sept. 7, 1797, in Thomas Passmore Daybook, 
Vol. 21, HSP. 

50.	 See entry on November 8, 1797, in Thomas Passmore 
Daybook, Vol. 21, HSP.

51.	 The tinware used on board the frigate United States is 
listed in a 10-page document titled “Sundries for the 
Frigate United States,” accessed 1/31/2023, https://
wardepartmentpapers.org/s/home/item/63512.

52.	 See Passmore advertisement, The Federal Gazette and 
Philadelphia Daily Advertiser, November 29, 1793, p. 3, col. 
4.

53.	 See entry on April 24, 1793, in Thomas Passmore 
Daybook, Vol. 20, HSP.

54.	 See entry on June 20, 1793 in Thomas Passmore Daybook, 
Vol. 20, HSP.

55.	 See Abraham Bradley’s 1796 “Map of the United States 
exhibiting the post-roads, the situations, connections & 
distances of the post-offices, stage roads, counties, ports 
of entry and delivery for foreign vessels, and the principal 
rivers,” Library of Congress, accessed 2/21/2023, https://
www.loc.gov/item/2004633148/. Accessed 2/21/2023.

56.	  Kentucky Gazette Extra, October 15, 1796, 1.
57.	 Passmore’s first advertisement soliciting journeymen for 

his manufactory appears in the Philadelphia Gazette & 
Universal Daily Advertiser, April 21, 1795, p. 3, column 
1. There is one mention of apprentices in the Passmore 
documents, but no specifics such as names, pay rates, or 
apprenticeship arrangements.

58.	 See Aurora General Advertiser, September 22, 1804, p. 3, 
col. 4.

59.	 According to the Philadelphia directories, Passmore’s 
manufactory remained at this location until 1804.

60.	 See Passmore’s September 3, 1796, advertisement in the 
Philadelphia Gazette & Universal Daily Advertiser, p. 2, col. 
2.

61.	 See entry for July 17, 1797, in Thomas Passmore Daybook, 
Vol. 21, HSP.

62.	 For a discussion of the labor issues in Philadelphia in the 

1790s, see Sharon V. Salinger, “Artisans, Journeymen, 
and the Transformation of Labor in Late-Eighteenth 
Century Philadelphia,” William and Mary Quarterly, Vol. 
40, No. 1 (Jan. 1983), 62-84. See also A Book of Prices, of 
Journeyman’s Wages for Making Tin-Ware Agreed on by the 
Master Tinplate Workers, of the City of Philadelphia, at a 
meeting held the 18th of April, 1796, Winterthur.

63.	 See entries for Oct. 4, 1797, in Thomas Passmore Daybook, 
Vol. 21, HSP. 

64.	 Entry for May 13, 1797, Thomas Passmore Daybook, Vol. 
21, HSP. 

65.	 See Thomas Passmore Daybook, Vol. 21, HSP.
66.	 See list dated September 12, 1803, in Thomas Passmore 

Folder 9, Box 167, Cadwalader Family Papers, Collection 
1454, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

67.	 Information about journeymen gleaned from Thomas 
Passmore Daybook, Vol. 21, and from Thomas Passmore       
Journeymen’s Book, 1800-1802, Vol. 22, HSP. See also 
letter from Garth Roebuck to Thomas Passmore, March 
[n.d.] 1802, Thomas Passmore Bankruptcy Papers, 1798-
1805, Box 167, Folder 10, Cadwalader Family Papers, 
Collection 1454, HSP.

68.	 See Passmore’s advertisement of November 4, 1797, in 
Porcupine’s Gazette, a Philadelphia newspaper.

69.	 This was apparently a man named Richard Davison. He is 
the only journeyman listed in the Passmore Journeymen’s 
Book (Vol. 22) that shows any japanned work. His last 
date of pay was December 20, 1800, and he doesn’t appear 
in the book after that.

70.	 See letter dated January 10, 1801, in Thomas Passmore 
Letter Book, Vol. 24, HSP. 

71.	 See letter dated June 19, 1801, in Thomas Passmore Letter 
Book, Vol. 23, HSP. 

72.	 See Philadelphia directories for 1796 and 1797, accessed 
2/12/2023, http://www.archive.org.

73.	 See J. Thomas Scharf and Thompson Westcott, History 
of Philadelphia, Vol. III (Philadelphia: L. H. Everts & Co, 
1884), 1866.

74.	 See auction notice in Aurora, July 23, 1803, p. 1, col. 4. The 
house no longer exists.

75.	 See newspaper advertisement of September 30, 1800, 
in Gazette of the United States and Philadelphia Daily 
Advertiser, page 3, col. 5.

76.	 See letter dated March 10, 1800, in Thomas Passmore 
Letter Book, Vol. 24, HSP.

77.	 For details, see Report of the trial and acquittal of Edward 
Shippen, Esquire, Chief Justice, and Jasper Yeates and 
Thomas Smith, Esquires, Assistant Justices, of the Supreme 
court of Pennsylvania, on an impeachment, before the Senate 
of the Commonwealth, January 1805. (Lancaster, PA: 
1805), accessed 2/14/2023, http://www.archive.org. 
This court case later led to an impeachment trial of the 
three Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justices, who the 
Pennsylvania Senate felt had overstepped their bounds in 



The Chronicle Volume 76 No. 2� 65

jailing Thomas Passmore for contempt. The justices were 
later acquitted, but Passmore felt vindicated.

78.	 The entire contents of Thomas Passmore’s bankruptcy 
case file (199 pages) has survived and is housed at the 
National Archives in Kansas City, Missouri. See U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 
Bankruptcy Act of 1800 Case Files, No. 169.

79.	 The details of Passmore’s bankruptcy are contained 
in Thomas Passmore Folders 7-10 in Cadwalader 
Family Papers, Collection 1454, Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania, and in U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania, Bankruptcy Act of 1800 Case 
Files, No. 169. The auction of the tin manufactory on North 
Seventh Street is detailed in a newspaper advertisement. 
See Aurora General Advertiser, September 22, 1804, p. 3, 
col. 3.

80.	  Cadwalader Family Papers Finding Aid, accessed 
2/15/2023. Available online at Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania.

81.	 Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser, June 29, 1804, p. 1, col. 
4. 

82.	 See Aurora General Advertiser, November 22, 1806, p. 1, 
col. 4.

83.	 See list of machines in use “according to Parsons’ & 
Passmore’s calculation, 1806” in the Calvin Whiting 
papers, Dedham Historical Society.

84.	 See The Democratic Press, April 5, 1808, p. 3, col. 2.
85.	 See The Democratic Press, March 14, 1809, page 4, col. 1.
86.	 See The Aurora, March 19, 1809, p. 4, col. 3.
87.	 See The Aurora, May 3, 1824, p. 2, col. 3. Passmore’s 

wife, Elizabeth, predeceased him in 1823 at age 51. See 
Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser, April 24, 1823, p. 3, 
col. 2. After a brief illness, his brother, John, died in April 
1809, at age 34, just a few weeks after Thomas Passmore 
became an auctioneer. See The Democratic Press, May 2, 
1809, p. 3, col. 1. 

Author

EAIA member Karl J. Schmidt was a professor of 
history at South Dakota State University until his 

retirement in December 2019. He holds a PhD in history 
from Florida State University and taught college-level 
history for thirty-two years. Now in his second career 
as a historical tinsmith, Karl owns Dakota Tinworks, 
through which he makes and sells historical tinware and 
decorative tin items. He lives with his family in Estelline, 
South Dakota, where he continues to research and write 
about the history of tinsmithing. This is his third article 
on the history of tinsmithing published in The Chronicle.


