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Kennett Community Land Trust Members Policy

1 	Purpose
This policy sets out the eligibility, application process, rights, and responsibilities of members of Kennett Community Land Trust (KCLT) It ensures that membership is managed fairly, transparently, and in accordance with our governing documents and charitable objectives.
2	 Scope
This policy applies to all individuals seeking or holding membership of the Trust, including residents, community representatives, and other stakeholders as defined in Kennett Community Land Trust Rules 2023 document.

3. 	Eligibility for Membership
To be eligible for membership, an individual must:
· Be aged 18 or over
· Support the aims and values of the Trust
· Not be disqualified under the Companies Act 2006 or Charities Act 2011 (if applicable)
· Meet any additional criteria set out in the Trust’s governing documents
There shall be two types of members: 
· Full Members - Full Membership is open to those who live and/or work and/or educate their children and/or own property and/or run a business in the parish of Kennett 
· Associate Members - Associate Membership is open to individuals and businesses not located in the parish of Kennett but who intend to relocate to or work in the parish of Kennett in the future.  Associate Members shall carry no voting rights.
4	Application Process
· KCLT accepts membership applications by application to the Secretary at Kennett KCLT’s Registered Address. The application form to be used is at Page 6.
· Those who wish to become members must be 18 years or over and are asked to provide their names and addresses, complete the application form and to pay their membership fee of £1. If the application is not approved, the fee will be returned in full.
· Applicants for membership who are not resident in Kennett are asked to explain whether they work or own property or run a business in the parish or whether they have children who attend Kennett Primary School.
· When a membership application is received, the Secretary checks whether their address lies within the parish of Kennett or whether they have given any additional information provided as described in point 3 and determines on behalf of the board whether they are eligible to be Full Members or Associate Members.
· If the Secretary believes any applicant is not eligible due to the provisions set out in KCLT Rules 2023 Section C9, the Secretary shall explain this to the applicant.
· The Board will consider applications at the next scheduled meeting or within 60 days. Applicants will be notified of the outcome in writing.

· When considering applications for membership, the Board will consider each application on its merits having regard to the Rules of KCLT, its policies and objectives.
· Full members each have one vote at general meetings regardless of how many £1 (one pound) shares they hold.
· Shares will never be worth more than are paid for them, could even reduce in value, and there will be no dividend payable to subscribers.
· This is not a savings scheme, and money will not be returned should it ever be asked for in the future.
· The shares are not backed by any compensation scheme or ombudsman
· If the application is approved by the Board of Trustees, the Secretary shall record the applicant's details in the register of members, including whether they are a Full or Associate Member, and issue them with a certificate recording their membership share of £1 and their type of membership.
· Details will be shared with the Chair to include on the database of members’ email addresses.
5	 Rejection of Membership
The board has the power in its absolute discretion to accept or reject the application. If the application is approved, the name of the applicant and the other necessary particulars shall be entered in the register of members and certificate(s) shall be issued to the applicant
Applications may be rejected if:
· The applicant does not meet the eligibility criteria
· The application is incomplete or misleading
· The applicant has previously been removed from membership for misconduct
· The Board reasonably believes that acceptance would be detrimental to the Trust’s interests or reputation
Procedure to reject:
· Rejections must be confirmed by Board of Trustee resolution
· The applicant will receive written notice with a brief explanation
· There is no automatic right of appeal, but the Board may reconsider at its discretion




6	Rights of Members
Members have the right to:
· Attend and vote at general meetings
· Receive annual reports and updates
· Propose resolutions in accordance with the governing documents
· Be consulted on significant changes to the Trust’s structure or mission
7 	Responsibilities of Members
Members are expected to:
· Act at all times in the best interests of the Trust
· Uphold its values, policies, and charitable objectives
· Maintain confidentiality where appropriate
· Declare any conflicts of interest

8 	Transfer of Membership Upon Death
Membership is not transferable except as permitted by the Trust’s governing documents.
In the event of a member’s death:
· Membership will cease automatically
· If allowed, the Board may approve a transfer to a nominated individual (e.g. next of kin or legal representative)
· Requests for transfer must be made in writing and supported by appropriate documentation
9 	Cessation of Membership
A member will cease to be a member if:
· They resign by written notice to the Trust
· They are removed by Board resolution for conduct contrary to the Trust’s values or governance
· They no longer meet the eligibility criteria
· They die
Notification Procedure:
· The Trust will confirm cessation in writing within 30 days
· The member (or their representative) may request a statement of reasons
· The Register of Members will be updated accordingly



10 	Removal of Members
The Board may remove a member if:
· They act in a way that brings the Trust into disrepute
· They breach the Trust’s Code of Conduct or governing documents
· They fail to engage with the Trust over a prolonged period (e.g. non-attendance at meetings without reason)
Process:
· The member will be given written notice and an opportunity to respond
· A final decision will be made by Board resolution
· The outcome will be confirmed in writing
11 	Data Protection
[bookmark: _Toc7682]All personal data collected during the membership process will be processed in accordance with the Trust’s Privacy Policy and the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR).

12	Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
KCLT is committed to promoting equality, diversity, and inclusion in all aspects of its work. We believe that embracing diversity strengthens our community, enhances our services, and reflects our core values of respect, fairness, and integrity.
We aim to create an environment where everyone feels valued, respected, an empowered—regardless of their background, identity, or circumstances. 

We will apply this policy consistently and fairly and will not discriminate against anyone based on any protected characteristics, including those set out in the Equality Act 2010 

13	Review and Monitoring
· All successful membership applications will be recorded on the Membership Register.  
· All activity or changes related to the membership list will be dealt with by the Board of Trustees in accordance with this policy and recorded by the Secretary.
· This policy will be reviewed every two years or following changes in legislation, governance, or best practice.

14	Related Policies and Documents.  
· KCLT Rules 2023
· Privacy Policy
· Conflict of Interest Policy
· Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy
· Customer Feedback and Complaints Policy


15	Policy Review Record
	Version Number
	Status
	Revision Date
	Summary of Changes

	Version 02
	Approved
	November 2025
	Policy review:
Addition of sections 5 to 10






Kennett Community Land Trust

Members Application Form
I wish to become a member of the Community Land Trust in Kennett Parish. 
Whilst a member I will act in the interests of the CLT and for the benefit of the community, as a guardian of the objectives of the Community Land Trust.
Eligibility to become a Full Member of the Kennett Community Land Trust are: “Those that live, work, educate their children, own property or do business in the parish of Kennett”
Associate Membership is extended to all other applicants who do not meet these criteria.
I have paid a Membership Fee of £1, by BACS transfer to: Kennett Community Land Trust, Sort- Code: 30-99-08, Account Number: 23357568. Use your surname as the Payment Reference. OR
in cash enclosed with this form (please tape coins to the reverse of this form. Not loose in the envelope) 
Applications will be processed only  once payment of the membership fee is confirmed
Completed forms should be returned to: The Secretary, Kennett Community Land Trust, 66 Station Road, Kennett. CB8 7QF
or electronically (if using BACS) to hello@kennettclt.org
	Full Name
	Postal Address
	E-mail Address
	Connection to Parish (if you do not live in Kennett)

	






	
	
	


Notes: One form per member
I am over 18 years of age and understand that the Trustee Board has the power in its absolute discretion to accept or reject this application.
Signature: 								Date:	

Please use the reverse of this form to add any information you may feel may support your application.


Issue No 2: November 2025	Review: 2027	Page 1 of 2


image1.jpeg
/// 7




