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HISTORY OF SALEI.I CIII.|RCH

The ehurch held their sarvices once a month on Saturday which was
always folloHed by conference at rhlch time the door Eo the church
Bas openBd to receive neN n€mbBrs, almost withouL exception new
members were added ev6ry time-

Th6 first daacons Ners chosan and ordained in July 1a25, they being:
Erethren James Fortson, Beverly Willingham and Larkin Poe.

In Novenb€r 1E}25 they reselved that a committae be appointed to
selacL a si.te for the purpose of building a meeting house for the
Churctr of Salem a,nd raport their p roccsdi nge the next cgnfersnce.
Brethren Abner Files, l.tanly Files, BBverly tfillingham, Eli.hru l.lalton,
Larkin Poe, Tillman Hor{eII and Oavid Lovetto r.as the committea
appointed-

January 1825 the comnittees report lras read and received.Hhich was
tha site c'c).ccted a.s, naa. r Eylcrs Road on Ieaac Cannon's land- The
meeting house to be ?2 x 26 feat- Tho logs Eo face lO inchss in the
middle, 6 inches thick. Thb body to be lO f6et from the floor to the
side plat€- One Girder extandino from on6 sida plate t'o thB ottrer-
The roof t,o b6 raftered and covarsd }lith boards 3 feet Iong to shc,w
I foot when on t,he plank of thB floor jointed and layed dolrn loose 1
side and 2 end doors. One window fac.ing the front do6r - The doors
and window Eo b6 faced and casad and shutters made in a workran Iike
manner and hung with iron hinges. The gable ends to be boai-ded up
t'r; Lh L/2 inch olank or sood oak boards.

F -a9e r

In confcrsncc Octobar 16, la21 at Sp.rks Maeting Hous€ appointsd
Jarnes Eaines moderator and Bro- Larkin Poa clsrk. Then agreed
unanimously to take into consideration the expediency of constituting
a church of the following memb6 rs present Nhose names are as follows:
Bro. Larkin Poe, Sister Rachel Poe, Bro. John cates, Sister Sealy
Cat6s, Bro. Parks Kin9, SisLer Sarah Prior, Sarah Rice and Lovie
Richards. AppoinLed Bro- Parks Ki,rg to ansrrre r as a mouth for the
members present to the Presbytery composed of the beloved brethen
Nathan Roberts and James Baines Hho after taking into consideration
th6 expedieney of constituting of the aforesaid brethen and sisters
into a church of Christ did constitute them as a Baptist Church
holding the faith and tllC, abst,ract of princlples and as to Lhe rules
of their practice the decorun n|ade and adopted by the Baptist
association in the year of our Lord 1824 who also with approbation of
th€ aforesaicl contitut6d ,n6iDars noDlnatecl the church sa16m.
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F6ru.ry lE26 r.solvad ElOr J.x3 B.inG .rd br.thr.n Bcrr.rly
willinghan and Sncr FtlG ba e oilLtt . to rccirlvc . tltl. I rorD
Joshua Halbcrt and fsaac Gannon for r parccl of ground for the
pu rpose of building a D.t tingl hou3. on and algo for a burying ground
ih th€ fol}owing menner: That is to say from them and their heirs so

^ 
t"=-i=,::"o' "%X',,i *r"F&r"JtP8lli3.*"ship o r bu rv i ns s rou nd -

9, H##J${96 it ra3 r6por t.c, by th6 co mitt66 that the work on the
naN F6tin9 housa laas coiplsted

"x
Con ce-t- q C'co n

Io In January LA?'f on lrotton lt was r6solv6d that tha next conferenca be
hcld at the ncx Flttng lpusa. ft ras rlso rEsol vad t.hat i. b€rs and
nc i ghbo rhood in gDnarrl mtt .t th. r-r mctingl housa on l'londay
boforc tha next con?arGncc to aakG saats and seal the hou36. Bro.
David St.ndlcy furnighcd th€ il.ils- AIso rcsolvGd tshat thcrc be a
tablc nado 3 Ll2 tctt x S fcct, thc loaf to bc tongued and grooved, a
drrx.r to ba rads rt l/2 i nch€s ctcap, l8 inchl5s hlide and Bxtand across' the tablB.

In JuIy 1827 notion in orclor tlr.t an a.ldition be madc to thc nort.h
siclc of the rG.tirtg horrss - Foo Colote d Sce $o 5

s.pta bcr 15, ,.432 Bro- EIiJah Barbsr} ra!3 ordalngd t,o th6 rinistry-
EIdGr Robcrt euthrie p rrrach('d tha ordin tion nessagc - Thcy hrd
rcvivrl frofi th.t srndey through Friday, 67 ieibars r.cra add.d. The
c(,rnorrt xas mqdq by Ecverly ttliilinghar, ctxlreh clerk ttra:E thl3 Has a
tiic of reJoicing to iany prccians sou}g thc last dayri corrftrcnce
closcd with sola n praisc aIld praycr to AlEiEhty God l{lrcn rany cr6e
fornard and raqucatad in an intarost ln th6 pray€rs of orrF nlch.
bolovcd .nd faithful brothor Robert euthrir saying "prry'for n xhen
you ar. gono fra this plecc for f ar r poor lost sinrlgr". The
congrcgation Hag rx.riiard.rs {rnd vGry rttcntiva to good ordor. old
difficulti.s fr rmv.d - Th. ptrtics crbracrd saeh o thor liko
brathrcn i nde.d. Gf a truth thc Lord t.!! aron€|St th.r paopl.r. A time
long to ba r.trenbc red by hundrcd3.

octobar 20, l8:t2 ?E iorc ncibcrs lcrs added rll by expGric.rc! of
graec.

July 20 lA:8, a rc(n ast by sevcral pc@la including eaoro. Richards,
Lucind. Rlchards. nartsin Richards, .ncy Rieh.rds, Elirabclh
Richards, J.ocs Pqttcrson, Elijeh Pattorson, Siiaon Crurp, Sara Crump
and Lov.y Richards p.tition d for lctt.rs of disrigsion to.constituge
r chrr rch et tho luugo of Jrc Richard3. This arn of thG ctrr rch ytas
to bo Locatod on tha c.st sidc of North.Rivar.
Fcbrurry 15, ra34 ths ctrrrch h.d a disagr8{$oant ovcr hoB to govGrn
thensalvas. A lnotion $r3 nrda and carricd that thc ctrr rch lay ill
writtrn crcads, .bstrrct3 of prlnciplGs and rulcs of dccorur asid6
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and taka thc old and n€r ta$tlarnt as thclr only clot ru3ol . Tho totion
carried by a larga rajority but r€s obj6ctcd to rith ir ch distrrss
and contuslon by tha alnorlty. ,hc oitpriby viccd thGl'sGlv{la aS
boing deprlved of th6ir eorl6tiuutional rights and liberties- A fehr
of the brethren of the minority got together in Lhe evening Lo
consider erhat r,{as best lo be done and cane to t.his conclusion: that
they Hotrld ma6t together on Saturclay before t'he sBcond Lord's day in
t'larch and unite themsBlves uogethar again on Lhe constj.LuLion and
abstract of principlas tlto clurch was constituted on- Also Lhat
they would hava the iGcting arl<l tfpir intcntions published on
tomorrow Bhieh rlas done and ras at tend€d }tith mueh confusion on the
part of th€ m.jority. Thc rirprit.ics griavance was Armenian doctrine
praachBd by tha preachanr aTrd racoi vsd by the maiority of the church-
The minority met on ltareh 8, l8Bi4. Opportunity was offered to those
who t{ishcd to unitc togcthGr on ttrc abatract of pr j.nciplss t-hey H6re
constitut€d on e(ruId nw havlt lhair natas snrollacl aE which tin€ 34
rnernbe rs unit€d" The folloring Saturday the najority m€t and votad
to inoorporat. thr{rsolves eli a church as the law allo*ed so the
church could hold real estetc. Thay alactad Abner FiLes, Joshua
Halbert, and Graen M. Richards as trustaas. Thay also resolvcd and
put on rccord that tha nar. and govgrrmnt of this church rrtrieh was
ba!}ld on th€ scriptures of tha old and n tsstaments a!3 thrir only
rula of faith be recordcd in thG clarks office of the county court of
Tuscaloosa county. Brethen David Andrcr.s and Elijah Barbea s€ra eo-
pastors of thc chursh qt ttr(, tihG of th. lplit, thoy bairrgl on the
sida of the majority. The majority fron thc aplit lster bcing
refsrrgd to as the AndrauB Partsy. It i,s, interesting to notg that in
IA41 (7 yc.rs latGr) ef i jafr BarbG. scnt a lBttcr to Saletr} Ct*rrch to
effect a rBconci I i tation, baing uhabb to do so h€r requestdd that the
ehurch grant hirn a Istt6r of disrniseion to join anothsr denomination -
Ttr€ chu rch arantcd his rsouast -' Uo ;' 7l ; l'' X' $&"*;.n;IiTi inj'"ea ; f n o t t h e n q l' o "' ftThr66 y6erB latei thay tri6d to rer:orpi Ir t.tr8li r differences (Oec-
1657) but c-ould not. At varicnrs tinmr iG*.r!3 rrho split frfl thG
church carDc back and rede icatitution .nd rrs accapted b.ck into
fellonghip r.ith the church. As far a6 I knou f hava found no
cvidancc ihor6 thGy cvGr caito baek togothGr -

In Jan. 1a3a they started talking of buildirrs a nel{ meeting house,
it rt s.irdcf initGly poatpo^od bGcsusG of ths scarcity of

v. iin in l85l they trird to btiild a rpH Dqrting hous.:. Tha
building eo.Dnittss seLcctod a sitg e short distence r{est of Nar,,
Laxington on th. Iands of r. John Sprrks. Th(' Fcrting hou3. to be
built providad it could bo dorE for 

'TOO 
end that th€ church pladg6

them3slves for tha t)alaree thrt is yet unsubscribqd- ThLs ra8postPoncd indGfinitGly aIBo-
,0i lo,. Slrvcls
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In Nov€mber 1853 a eolDrittoe ras aEain appointed to selact a site for
th8 bui.l€ling of a ner m€eting house- Tro sitss uare ctrosgn one bei.ng
on the northHest corn€rr of the field east of the grave yard the
property of the heirs of Samuel t{oodka rd deceased and the Boons. The
other a lot in New Lexington knonn as Lhe academy lot. The question
was then put to the church to make the location and lhe academy lot
Nas s€Iected.
The first service ras held at the neN mBeting house in New Lexington
September 9, 1854. On SopterDbe r l9th the association met at Salem.
The church continued a naetingt until the 24th of september during
which time they r€csived 45 msmbe rs into the church.

r\NOTES OF INTEREST:
July 186l received lett.er f rorD the congrBss of the Confederate States
of America r€questing prayBr for envoking the blessing of Almighty
God on our favorite army noH in the battlefield in defense of our
homes, our firesides and our sacred institutions-
March 1863 in accordance to the proclamation of the president
{Jetferson Davis) a day of fasting and prayer was observed.

February 13, 1e}69 ordered by the church that the preamble and
resolu tj-ons passed by Ner Lexington l.lasonic Lodge as regards the
life and death of Dr. $lillian BakBr be spraad on the minut€s of the
church. Resolved also that the church request the Fayett8 t{atchmanto pub].ish thase rasolutions and ttrat th€l Tuscaloosa Observar be
request€d to copy the same. $a"ied ia ot/ (g asfa 5y

As most of you know our building today was €)rected in t95S. llost ofyou hera this morning financed and helped in the buildingr The i-e is
no n6ed to go into the history from that point because we who are
here frelpecl make and Brit€ that history,

C h,. n oL d. i sc )7l.i,te- -' I /.r,.c h: t' f eof/e - h rt'L t^ irls',^t i /\ A, l/.
fnr^ o *hp,.. Clrqnel.s - d;s Fanb s[;p/,, b oJ lang<"X ", d,,.np, I5
dancing, nol HceTing a elea n iorrr< -"Fdun" ;ni;J.rt
fio oo/J /o 3o /o Ch,ar"/,

uloy we Celebrqf" +te ftit {ono,raut ae- f ref qt< fDnt|"Iu/,r,
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HISTORY OF SALEM CHURCH

fn conference October L6, lA?4 at Sparks l,leeting House appointed
James Baines moderator and Bro- Larkin Poe clerk- Then agreed
unanimously to take into consideration the expediency of constituting
a church of the following members present whose names are as follows:
Bro. Larkin Poe, Sister Rachel Poe, Bro, John Cates, Sister Sealy
Cates, Bro. Parks King, Sister Sarah Prior, Sarah Rice and Lovie
Richards. Appointed Bro. Parks King to ansner as a mouth for the
members present to the Presbytery composed of the beloved brathen
Nathan Roberts and James Baines who after taking into consideration
Lhe expediency of constituting of the aforesaid brethen and sisters
into a church of Christ did constitute them as a Bapf,ist Church
holding the faith and the abstract of principles and as to the rules
of their practi.ce the decorum made and adopted by the Baptist
association in the year of our Lord 1824 who also with approbation of
the aforesaid contituted members nominated the church Salem-

The church held their services once a month on Saturday which was
always followed by conference at which time the door to the church
was opened to receive new members, almost without exception new
members were added every time.

The first deacons were chosen and ordained in July ra25, they being:
Erethren James Fortson, Beverly Willingham and Larkin Poe.

January 1825 the committees report Nas read and received uJhich was
the site seLected as near Bylers Road on Isaac cannon's land. The
meeEing house to be 22 x ?6 feeL- The ).ogs to face 10 inches in the
middle, 6 inches thick, The body to be 10 feet from the floor to the
side plate- One Girder extending from one side plate to the other.
The roof to be raftered and covered with boards 3 feet long to show
I foot when on the pLank of the floor jointed and layed down Ioose I
side and 2 end doors. One window facing the fronl door. The doors
and window to be faced and cased and shutters made in a workman like
manner and hung with j.ron hinges, The gable ends to be boarded up
with 1/2 inch plank or good oak boards.

fn November 1825 they resolved lhat a committee be appointed to
select a site for the purpose of building a meeting house for the
Church of Salem and report their proceedings the next conference.
Brethren Abner FiIes, Hanly Files, Eeverly Willingham, Elihu l'lelton,
Larkin Poe, Tillman Howell and David Lovette uJas the committee
appoi nted.
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February 1826 resolved Elder James Baines and brethr€ln Beverly
l,'lillingham and Abner Files be a committee to receive a title from
Joshua Halbert and Isaac Cannon for a parcel of ground for the
purpose of building a meeting house on and also for a burying ground
in the fol)-or"ling manner: That i.s to say from them and their heirs so
lons as occupied-as ,i"bl;fe."JrptPli1.""rship or burying sround.

2, r,.ffift!& ii',"r= reporred by the committee thar the work on the
new meeting house was completed

nJ, nq
\J

q cco AOrl e o'y'-

fn January L827 on motion i.t was resolvsd that the next conference be
held at the new meeting house. It was alsio resolved that members and
neighborhood in general meet at the new meeting house on l.londay
before the next conference to make seats and seal the house- Bro,
David Standley furnished the nails. Also resolved that there be a
table made 3 L/2 teet x 3 feet, the leaf to be tongued and grooved, a
drawer to be made 4 L/2 iach,es deep, 18 inches wide and extend across
the table.

I

In JuIy 1827 motion in order that an addition be made to the norLh
side of the meeting house- Foa e olote/ 2eafiet 5

September 15, 1452 Bro- EIijah Barbee r{as ordained to the ministry-
Elder Robert Guthrie preached the ordination message. They had
revival from that Sunday through Friday, 67 members were added. The
comment was made by Eeverly Willingham, church clerk that this was a
time of rejoicing to many precious souls the last days conference
closed with solemn praise and prayer to Almighty cod when many came
forurard and reguested in an interest in the prayers of our much
beloved and faithful brother Robert Guthrie ="ying "pray for me when
you are gone from this place for I am a poor Iost sinner"- The
congregation |.ras numerous and very attentive to good order, old
difficulties far removed. The parties embraced each other like
brethren indeed. Of a truth the Lord Has amongst the people- A time
long to be remembered by hunclreds-

Oc tobe r
g race .

20, la32 28 more members were added alL by experience of

July 20 1433, a request by several people including ceorge Richards,
Lucinda Richards, l'lartin Richards, Nancy Richards, Elizabeth
Richards, James Patterson, EIijah Patterson, Simeon crump, Sara crump
and Lovey Richards petitioned for Ietters of di.smission to constitute
a church at the house of James Richards. This arm of the church v.as
Lo be Iocated on the east side of North River.

February 15, 1834 Lhe church had a disagreement
themselves. A motion t.Jas made and carried that

ove r
the

how to govern
church lay al" I

decorum asidewritten creeds, abstracts of principles and rules of
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and take the old and new testament as their only counsel- The motion
cariied by a }arge majority but was objected to t^rith much distress
and confusion by the minority. The minority viewed themselves as
being deprived of their constitutional rights and liberties. A few
of the brethren of the minority got toEether in Lhe evening to
consider r^rhat was best Lo be done and came to this concLusion: thaL
they would meet together on Saturday before the second Lord's day in
March and unite themselves Logether again on Lhe constituLion and
abstract of princi.ples the chureh was constituted on- Also that
they would have the meeting and thair intentions published on
tomorrow which was done and was attended with much confusion on the
part of the majorit,y- The minorities grievance was Armenian doctrine
preached by the preachers and received by the majority of the church.
The minority met on t'tarch 8" 1834. Opportunity was offered to those
who wished to uni.te together on the abstract of principles they were
constituted on could now have t,heir names enrolled at which time 34
members united- The folLowing Saturday the majority met, and voted
to incorporate themselves as a church as the law allowed so the
church could hold real estate- They elected Abner Files, Joshua
Hal-bert, and Green M. Richards as trustees. They also resolved and
put on record that the name and government of this church which was
based on the scriptures of the ol.d and new testaments as their only
rule of faith be recorded in the clerks office of the county court of
Tuscaloosa County- Brethen oavid Andrews and Elijah Barbee were co-
pastors of the church at the time of the split, they being on the
side of the majority. The majority from the split later being
referred to as the Andrews Party- It is interesting to note that in
1441 (7 years later) Efijah Barbee sent a letter to Salem Church to
effect a reeoncilitation, being unable to do so he requested that the
church grant him a lett6r of dismission to join another.denomination.
The church oranted his reouest- . -r ,t

Oq n Chq,cX *ot,y ffi41(i +), e m!n-9.1; t/ n of the ln 4J o n' y
Three years lat.ei Ehey tried to reconcile their differences (Dec-
1857) Uut could not- At various times members who split from the
church came back and made restitution and was accepted back i.nto
fellowship with t,he church. As far as I know f have found no
evidence where they ever carne back together-

In Jan. 1438 they started talking of building a new meeting house,
tlay it was.indefinitely postponed because of the scarcity of

in in 1451 they tried to build a new meeting house- The
buildi,ng committee selected a site a short distance west of New
Lexington on the lands of Mr. John Sparks. The meeting house to be
built provided it could be done for $7OO and that the church pledge
themselves for the balance that is yet unsubscribed- This was
postponed indef initely

money.

/d^ * ";'ed *ob
D;Jr'/ bul fr r5Qne rcqso4

a



page 4

In November 1453 a committee Has again appointed to select a site for
the building of a new meeting house. T!.ro sites were chosen one being
on the northwest corner of the f ie].d east of the grave yard the
property of the heirs of Samuel Woodward deceased and the Boons. -fhe
other a Iot in New Lexington known as the academy lot. The question
was then put to the church to make t.he Iocation and the academy lot
was selected -

The first service was held at the new meeting house in New Lexington
September 9, 1454. On September L9th the association met at Salem.
The church continued a meeting until the ?4t-h of September during
r+hich time they received 45 members into the church-

r=)'NOTES OF INTEREST:
JuIy 186I received letter from the congress of the Confederate States
of Am6rica requesting prayer for ernvoking the blessing of Almighty
God on our favorite army now in the battlefield in defense of our
homes, our firesides and our sacred institutions-
March L863 in accordance to the proclamation of the president
(Jefferson Davis) a day of fasting a.nd prayer hras observed-

February 13, 1869 ordered by the church that the preamble and
resolutions passed by New Lexington Masonic Lodge as regards the
Iife and death of Dr. William Baker be spread on the minutes of the
church. Resolved also that the church request the Fayette Watchman
to publish these resolutions and Lhat the Tuscaloosa Observer be
requested to copy the same- $a";ed, ia oHCe,nelary

As most of you know our building today was erected in 1953. I'lost
you here this morning finaneed and helped in the building. There
no need to go into the history from that poinb because we Nho are
here helped make and write that history.
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