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FOURTH QUARTER 
ATLANTIC CENTRAL CONFERENCE AND ANNUAL CONVENTION 
MINUTES
August 15, 2026

WELCOME:
Governor Connie Sohnleitner opened the meeting at 9:53 AM with the Welcome to all attendees.

NATIONAL ANTHEM:
Raja Vaidya sang the National Anthem.

ICEBREAKER:
Governor Connie led an enjoyable Icebreaker with the members.

FIRST TIME ATTENDEE RECOGNITION:
Carol who has just moved from Texas was recognized as a first time attendee. 

MOMENT OF OPTIMISM:
Maxcine led the group in a Moment of Optimistic hope by presenting the history of former President Barack Obama.
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He followed various steps of the Optimist Creed as he faced much criticism, when others looked down on him because of his race, or the circumstances of which he was born.  Maxcine emphasized that Barack Obama demonstrates that he is too large for worry, too noble for anger and too strong for fear, too happy to allow the presence of trouble in his life.

OFFICIAL WELCOME:  Tom Kendo, President Optimist International
Tom spoke virtually to members and words of encouragement to everyone.  He spoke about the challenge that he issued at the beginning of the Optimist year - making a personal commitment to “be the change”.  He encouraged everyone to finish the year strong, especially bringing in new members, and engaging members and making sure to collaborate with the incoming 2026-2027 leadership teams.

Governor Connie introduced Dale Hoffert, Optimist International Vice President.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG:
Robert Collier led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

FORMAL TOAST: 
Kathleen Manchec, (PV) led the group with a formal toast to all Optimists here in attendance and around the world.
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MINUTES: Sharon Mc Clain
Sharon explained to the  group that the Minutes had been emailed to everyone prior to this meeting.  No corrections or additions -  Lavera made the motion to accept the Minutes, Maxcine seconded the motion. Motion was carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT: Guy Templin
The 3rd Quarter Financial Report was distributed and on the website.  District Funds  -  $18,417.78
Pay Pal			      0.00
Total			    $18,417.78

The report will be filed for audit.

BY-LAWS:
Clubs that have their by-laws up-to-date.
	Barnegat / Westfield
	Rose Tree - Media
	Chester / South Chester
	Cheyney University
	First State
	Valley Forge / King of Prussia
	Boyertown
	York County
	Gettysburg
	Lancaster
	New Kensington / Allegheny Valley
	Lower Montco
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CLUB PROJECT IMPACT REPORT:
Governor Connie explained that members can find the report at the bottom of the Roster; click, update the project. The clubs have until the end of September to complete the report. O.I. reads the reports - how many children are served and how much is spent.  
	Audubon
	Boyertown
	Dream Builders
	Gettysburg
	Lancaster
	Westville, NJ
	Willow Grove
	East Montco
	York
Members were encouraged to get these reports done early.

Tom Kendo sent out a Proclamation - A tribute to 50 years of Optimistic Service
	Rose Tree- Media
Raj announced that on 9/18 the Club will have its 50th anniversary celebration at the Bowling Green inside the Media Community Center.  They also will be having students come in to give their Oratorical Speeches.

	Audubon Lower Providence - 50 years of Service
Since the representatives were not in attendance, Governor Connie asked Governor-elect Sue, as the incoming Governor, have her present the tribute at the 1st Quarter District Meeting.
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DIME-A-DAY AWARDS  - Guy Templin
Guy presented a print that he framed to use it to raise funds.  He indicated that $500 given today can be given to the buyer otherwise he will present it to an online auction.   Members can go online and bid on it. 

The following members since the last meeting the the Award:
Vera J. Heilman
Curtis D. Clifford 
Jean Gleaves
William T. Gleaves
Joan Monroe
Patricia Williams
Marino A. Garbin

Guy indicated that he will schedule a Zoom for the Presidents and the club foundation representatives before the end of the year to raise more awareness of the goals.  He encouraged the presidents to speak to their Club Members regarding the awareness and goals.  
Dime-A-Day is the minimum
$250 Presidents’ Club - next level

Guy Templin sang a beautiful rendition of “Amazing Grace”.

Vera Heilman read the poem “The Dash” by Linda Ellis

Maxcine and Robert Collier remembered the lives of those members who have passed in the Atlantic Central District.
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Hal Ornstein - Zone 1, Charter Member
William Wiseman - Zone 2, Barnegat
Caelist Creech - Zone 3, Passaic
James Gray - Zone 4, South Chester
Ozzie Hackett, Jr. - Zone 5, Charter Member - Lower Montco & Life Member 
Carl Dorsey - Zone 5, Lower Montco
Dr. Gregory Selby - Zone 5, Galilee
John (Jack) Creswell - Zone 6, Life Member 
Elaine Mingione - Zone 6, Life Member
Thomas Carl - Zone 7, Elizabethtown
Barton Ziegler - Zone 7, Elizabethtown, Life Member
Lester Mc Mackin - Zone 7, York
James Hogan - Zone 8, Indiana

Robert Collier offered a prayer for the occasion.

Governor Connie announced that Frank Koterba passed on 7/30 - Passaic Club.  He will be honored at the 1st Quarter Meeting.  

There was a motion for the Convention to recess by Guy and the motion was seconded by LaVera.  The motion was carried.  

The convention reconvened at 11:00 AM. 
Governor Connie called the Convention to order.
Governor Connie announced that Kathleen handed out to everyone a copy of Convention Rules which she summarized.  Motion was made to accept the Convention Rules by Governor-elect Susan, seconded by Phil.  There was no discussion or questions.  Motion was carried.  
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Governor-elect Sue indicated that one of her duties as in-coming governor was to chair the Candidates Committee.  There will be such a committee next year.  The Committee nominated Raj Vaidya as the 2026-2027 Governor-elect.  There were no nominations from the floor.  Guy moved to close the nominations. Lavera seconded the motion.  Raj was elected by unanimous vote. 

There was a motion made to close the Convention by Maxcine, Phil seconded the motion.  No discussion or questions.  Motion was carried.  

OPTIMIST IN ACTON REPORT: Avav Thompson
Ava indicated that there are 9 clubs that have provided photo information about their projects.  
	Media-Rose Tree
	Willow Grove East Montco
	Audubon Lower Providence
	Lower Montco 
Dream Builders - Elkins Park
	Boyertown
	Douglasville Daniel Boone
	Lancaster Inc
	Pittsburgh North
3rd Place - Dream Builders - Elkins Park
2nd Place - Willow Grove Lower Montco
1st Place - Lower Montco
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York 			$100
Lower Montco          $200
Valley Forge		$300

Ava reminded the members to take a picture of the project and email to grandmomx3at@gmail.com

MEMBERS WHO HAVE JOINED 60’s, 70’s, 80’s
	(late) Lester Mc Mackin joined 9/1/62
	(late) John (Jack) Creswell joined 1/1/71
	(late) Caelist Creech joined 2/1/73
	(late) Carl Dorsey joined 9/30/80
Each person will receive a plaque of the Optimist Creed, handwritten cards from the Atlantic Central and Optimist International, a copy of “The Dash” poem, pen, and candy bar!
49 members were honored

Curtis Clifford - (Daniel Boone) memoirs of his journey were read 
Guy Templin - told of his Optimist journey 
Wayne Hill - told of his Optimist journey
Daryl R. Aurand spoke of his Optimist journey
Maxcine Collier told of her Optimist journey
Lavera spoke of Thomas Hough’s Optimist journey
Raj spoke of Jeffrey Pettit’s Optimist journey
David Reich told of his Optimist journey
Wayne spoke of the first woman in his club - his daughter Stacy Biggerstaff
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HALL OF FAME: Delores Wright
Delores announced the Hall of Fame winner and presented the award to Eugene A. Riordan
Eugene had 13 family members on line who wished him well. 

The 2025-2026 Hall of Fame Posthumous winner - Ozzie Hackett, Jr. - Lower Montco.  He was the first member of the Optimist Club of Lower Montco.
Robert Collier provided the personal history of his good friend, Ozzie Hackett, Jr. 
Cheryl Hackett, Ozzie’s oldest child, also provided personal history of her father.  

Governor Connie discussed an email which was received regarding the dues for the 2026-27 year.  The dues for next year are $93.85.  Governor-elect Sue will find out if the District dues will be increased.  Currently, they are $14.00. There was discussion, dues cannot be increased without it going through a special convention. 

Prayers for Marino who is still in the hospital.

Raj had Family Feud (Optimist-style) game time with the members. 

Dale Hoffert installed candidates for Lt. Governor, Governor, Secretary and Treasurer.
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Governor-elect Sue Grimm Mattox gave a very moving acceptance speech. She thanked her newest cabinet and all of the members for their cooperation in the upcoming year. 

Governor Connie indicated that according to the records, our District has welcomed 110 new members this year.  There are some we have lost.  She honored and gifted her current team as a thank you for this year.  

Dale provided closing comments.  He encouraged members to apply for grants for their club activities and projects. Dale indicated that he has checked everyone’s report.  There are 2 clubs that owe a substantial amount who will be spoken to individually.   Governor Connie is #8 in the leadership board.  He hopes to see especially the new members next year in New Orleans.

Raj introduced and described a new app that he states he has invented where a selfie pic is sent to a live JOI club member. And once clicked it is sent to any other registered JOI club member within the app.  The members are (1) spreading joy and (2) connecting with people. Let’s keep the JOI streak going!  

Governor Connie gave moving and heartfelt closing comments.

Everyone recited the Optimist Creed in unison.

Respectfully submitted, 
SHARON Mc CLAIN
District Secretary 
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