ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dr. Willie Howard
Clemons is an accom-
plished access broker
with the vision, expe-
rience and relationships
tohonorandsupportthe
mission of institutions
and organizations. He
has over 50 years of experience as an Educator
and Senior Advisor. Clemons was advisor to
the President of Clark Atlanta University,
Associate Vice President and Executive
Director of External Affairs at Morehouse
School of Medicine, College Administrator at
the Atlanta Metropolitan State College, and
College Professor at Tuskegee and Dupage. A
founding member of the 100 Black Men of
Atlanta, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Sigma Pi
Phi Fraternity (Boule), he was Awarded Man
of the Year.

Leveraging his vast network of relationships,
he garnered financial resources forimportant
causes, particularly those related to education,
youth, and health-care in the African American
community. As a seasoned institutional
advancement leader, his congenial manner,
persistent and persuasive approach has been
successful in organizing and orchestrating
complex fundraising events that raised
millions of dollars for scholarships, mento-
ring programs, and academic centers.

Dr. Clemons was born in Mobile, Alabama,
attended Chickasaw Terrace Elementary
School, Mobile County Training School (High
School), Alabama State University (BS), Indiana
University (Master's) and Northern lllinois
University (Doctorate).

He is married to Leteria Seals Clemons,
Professor-Emeritus, Clark Atlanta University
and a native of Mobile. Together, they are
proud parents of two adult daughters, Lybra
SealsClemons, and Lailee Edna Clemons.

"Dr. Clemons is an extraordinary example of grit and grace. Countless people
have been the beneficiary of his piercing insights about life, faith, and advo-
cacy. I'mso glad he has distilled parts of his unique journey and wisdom in this
important offering."

—The Rt. Reverend Robert C. Wright
Lpiscopal Bishop of Atlanta

“Dr. Willie Clemons has been learning and teaching for decades. No matter
where he lives or works, Clemons engages with the people who are working to
make the world a better place for everybody. The lessons he's learned and those
he sharesin Sarasota, Florida and other communities across the country will
serve as guides for all who wish to contribute to a better future for ournation."

— Shirley Franklin
The 58th & First Woman Mayor, City of Atlanta

“Amust-read. Not just for young men, but for any individual who wants to move
beyond the world we live in today, for a positive impact on the future. This book,
because ofits practical insights, will especially guide young men on a develop-
mental path thatis significant, transformative, and successful."

— Alexis M. Herman
United States 23rd Secretary of Labor

"Over the years of family & friendship, Henry & I watched with amazement Dr.
Willie Clemons engagingin public service in Atlanta. IHis commitmentto
mentoring and volunteering for charitable and human rights causes are
priceless. As a trailblazer, whose mission is to "strengthen our community by
helping those in need", he has left an indelible mark for our generation and
thoseyettocome. This booktells how he did it."

— Mprs. Billye Suber Aaron & in Memory of Henry "Hank" Aaron

"Overthe years, Dr. Willie Clemons has had a strong commitment to leadership
and to mentoring young people. Many individuals have benefited from his
wisdom, his commitment, and his enthusiasm for serving others."

— Louis W. Sullivan, M.D.
U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services, 1989-1993
Founding President, Morehouse School of Medicine
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ABOUT THE BOOK

Dr. Willie H. Clemons' inspiring book,
THIS IS MY STORY; THIS IS MY SONG: One
Man'’s Journey To Turning Oppositions Into
Opportunities And Fulfilling His Unique
Gifts, shares his personal experiences
and insights on growing up in Alabama.
Along the way, the author weaves a
beautiful and inspiring story of his
journey to fulfilling his childhood
dreams of a life of service. Dedicated to
being a change agent and bridge
builder for his African American com-
munity, Dr. Clemons was unwavering on
what he felt was his God given purpose.
Hesharesthechallengeshefaced during
the Jim Crow era in Alabama and how he
turned those challengesinto opportuni-
ties. As we journey with him from 1940's
Mobile, Alabama to Chicago and on to
the bustling and progressive city of
Atlanta, we not only get a sweeping
overview of history, a vicarious travel-
ogue experience and the grit and
conviction ofthe man, we cannot helped
but beinspired by the impactand legacy
ofaman who dedicated his life to service
and hiscommunity.

At the end of every chapter Dr. Clemons
offers practical advice in his teachable
moments section on how to turn your
dreamsintoreality.

THIS IS MY STORY; THIS IS MY SONG: One
Man's Journey To Turning Oppositions Into
Opportunities And Fulfilling His Unique
Gifts is a must-read for anyone who has
ever felt they were born with a unique
purpose that had to be fulfilled despite
facing insurmountable odds. It is a story
of love, hope, resilience, family and the
powerofthe humanspiritand thedivine.



