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Aia pöhä mai ke alaula a häla‘e ka ‘ohu nei!
Board of

Trustees
Colette Y. Machado
Chairperson, Trustee,
Moloka‘i and Lāna‘i
Tel: 808.594.1837
Fax: 808.594.0212
Email: colettem@oha.org

—————

Oz Stender
Vice Chair, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1877
Fax: 808.594.1853
Email: oswalds@oha.org

—————

Dan Ahuna
Trustee, Kaua‘i and Ni‘ihau
Tel: 808.594.1881
Email: dana@oha.org

—————

Rowena Akana
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1860
Fax: 808.594.0209
Email: rowenaa@oha.org

—————

Peter Apo
Trustee, O‘ahu
Tel: 808.594.1854
Fax: 808.594.1864
Email: petera@oha.org

—————

Haunani Apoliona, MSW
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1886
Email: reynoldf@oha.org

—————

Carmen “Hulu” Lindsey
Trustee, Maui
Tel: 808.594.1858
Fax: 808.594.1864
Email: hulul@oha.org

—————

Robert K. Lindsey Jr.
Trustee, Hawai‘i
Tel: 808.594.1855
Fax: 808.594.1883
Email: robertl@oha.org

—————

John D. Waihe‘e IV
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1876
Fax: 808.594.0208
Email: crayna@oha.org

she might help give voice to
concerns and issues that are
hitting close to home. Her
topic was the issue of windmills on Läna‘i; she strove
n Läna‘i,
to create a pathos-driven
a new day
argument in understanding
has arrived
the importance of preservaColette Y.
and the dark
tion to the Native Hawaiian
Machado
mists are liftculture and way of life on
ing, giving hope to the
Läna‘i.
people and setting the
Laua‘e is proud to be
Chairperson,
foundation for pono on
from Läna‘i and is excited
Trustee Moloka‘i
the land. As the headline
to discover more ways to
and La-na‘i
above says, “Behold the
incorporate being a Hawailight of a new day bursts
ian and Läna‘i native in a
forth, and the mists are
new level of academics.
cleared!”
Shelly Preza, a member of the
The Läna‘i Culture & Heritage Kamehameha Schools Class of
Center and community heritage- 2013, was born and raised on Läna‘i,
education initiatives have prepared descended from a family with genthe ‘ohana of Läna‘i to work with erational ties to the island.
the new island steward in planning
“Kamehameha has provided me
for a culturally enriched future.
with an amazing education and
The richness of the island’s innumerable opportunities. I was
future is found in our legacy land- raised by a close-knit community,
scape and in the hearts, minds and and it instilled the value of comaloha of our young people. In the passion within me. When I return
last month, two outstanding young home, I am reminded of the kindHawaiian women have demon- hearted people that have kept the
strated that good things come from spirit of Läna‘i alive.”
Shelly has gained a greater
being keiki o ka ‘äina o Läna‘i.
Laua‘e Gibson grew up on appreciation of her own roots and
Läna‘i, and though she has of having a sense of place. She is
been attending the University of ready to begin her next part of her
Hawai‘i-Hilo, Läna‘i is the home life. She recently found out that
of her heart. Laua‘e says that: “It is she had been accepted to Harvard,
the closeness, that tight-knit sense Princeton and Yale, and she is still
of community that has kept me in disbelief.
She credits having this opportugrounded in where I wanted to take
my studies and in knowing who I nity to the community that raised
am. I am incredibly lucky that my her. She states: “I am a product
mother has supported me in all of of my family, my island and my
school, and without them I wouldn’t
my academic choices.”
Laua‘e has taken part in three be considering the schools that
study-abroad programs; one with I am. Wherever I decide to go, I
the National Student Exchange at know I’ll find comfort in knowing
the University of Oregon; one with that I come from Läna‘i where the
Semester at Sea, where she studied culture is as vibrant as its denizens,
and traveled to nine countries in from a time when diverse ideas are
two and a half months; and most embraced, and from a people who
recently a year in Scotland through value the past and look towards the
UH-Hilo’s Center for Global Edu- future with hope.”
E mau ke ea o ka ‘äina i ka
cation and Exchange.
Recently Laua‘e was accepted pono, a aia ke ola o nä küpuna i nä
into the Master of Fine Arts pro- ‘öpio!
Mahalo nui e nä Kahu Waiwai o
gram for creative writing at the
University of Hamline. One of the ke Ke‘ena Kuleana o Hawai‘i! ¢
papers she submitted in her application focused on Läna‘i and how
Trustee’s note: This
month’s column was written
by Kepä Maly, cultural historian and ethnographer.
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The liquid measurement of who is ‘Hawaiian’

A

ians are dealing with the
loha
from
Kaua‘i and
restrictions of the WestNi‘ihau!
ern world. Everything
Mahalo this
that liquid measurement
month to the
does and does not do
folks of Hui Mälama O
allows others to control
Käne-I-Olo-Uma for its
us. That is not the selfquiet, dedicated work
determination for the
Dan
to preserve a heiau in
Hawaiian people.
Ahuna
Po‘ipü and a small piece
To quote a wise
of Hawaiian history. I
kupuna: “When we open
will share more about
the piko, we open the
Trustee,
their work in the future.
tunnel of all life, and we
Kaua‘i and
Recently, the Hawai‘i
start to understand who
Ni‘ihau
Supreme Court diswe are.” By taking away
cussed the issue of
the liquid measurement
native Hawaiians (50
we become one with
percent aboriginal blood; Hawai- ourselves. It is you who give the
ian Homes beneficiaries) versus hä, which is a hand-me-down from
Native Hawaiians (any aboriginal your ancestors.
blood; most Hawaiians fall in this
But now, when we hand that gift
category). If this is confusing to of life to our children, it comes with
read about, imagine how frustrat- a liquid measurement. As long as
ing it is to live this truth and lack we have the liquid measurement,
of – or confusion about – one’s we will always be divided – those
cultural identity. Shortly after, who have and those who have not.
a Mäori community leader told Even worse than the confusion
me that in their culture, it doesn’t and division it causes is the loss of
matter if someone has blonde hair cultural identity for the Hawaiian
and blue eyes, if they can trace people. We are all stuck in a circle
their genealogy, they are consid- divided. There is no answer until
ered Mäori, regardless of their we can look deep into ourselves
and identify who we are.
blood quantum.
Many of us are thinking about
It definitely got me thinking about this issue. I’ve always this. Now we must think about the
thought that there was only one future and how our decisions today
kind of Hawaiian. So why are we regarding who is Hawaiian will
divided? And why do we have a impact the lives and the futures
liquid measurement that creates of our children, our grandchildren
two classes of Hawaiians? In and the next seven generations of
short, it’s because of the Hawaiian the Hawaiian people. We don’t
Homes Commission Act passed by need to agree on everything, but
the U.S. Congress, which set aside we do need to find some common
land for the rehabilitation of the ground to be a unified people. The
Hawaiian people, but also started longer we remain divided, the
the division that continues to this more of our Hawaiian knowledge,
day. Prince Kühiö never intended culture and history we will lose to
to have the bar set so high; some the memory of time.
references say he wanted HawaiFinally, here’s a shout out to
ians with as little as 1/32 to qualify, Kanuikapono Learning Center
but that the 1/2 requirement was a Public Charter School in Anahola
compromise to get the law passed for achieving Adequate Yearly
to help his people.
Progress for improvements it
Much of what controls Hawai- has made in student performance
ians today is based on that and achievement. The school
“liquid measurement” qualifica- also received a $12,500 Strive
tion system. It’s a measurement HI Award for this achievement.
that measures our own existence Maika‘i!
in our own homeland – and just
Mahalo nui loa! ¢
one of the many ways we Hawai-

