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NĀ HOALOHA O LĀNA‘I
2018 REPORT FROM THE
LĀNA‘I CULTURE & HERITAGE CENTER
Motto: Honoring the Past, Enriching the Future.
Mission: The Lāna‘i Culture & Heritage Center seeks to inspire people to be
informed, thoughtful and active stewards of Lāna‘i’s heritage by preserving,
interpreting and celebrating its natural history, Hawaiian traditions, diverse
heritage and cultures, and ranching and plantation era histories.

Keahiakawelo–
ka lama o Lāna‘i

Directors and Officers:
Pamela Alconcel
Dean Del Rosario
Martha Haia Evans
Michele Holsomback
John Mumford
Diane Preza
John Schaumburg
Warren Osako
Kēhau Watson, Ph.D.

Aloha mai — It’s hard to believe that 2019 is already well underway. We hope this
report finds all
well, and that the
year will be
blessed.
We are
privileged to
Staff:
Shelly Kaleialoha Preza
share with you
an overview of
Volunteer Services:
Kepā Maly (E.D.)
programs,
Onaona Maly (Website &
activities, and
Soc. Media Manager)
accomplishments
of the Lāna‘i Culture &
Heritage Center (Lāna‘i
CHC) in 2018 and also to
acknowledge donors to
operations and collections.
Without the support of
community members and
others who are interested in
Lāna‘i’s history, our work wouldn’t be possible. There’s a lot to celebrate and be thankful for,
and we invite you to contact us if you have questions. Also, if you or your family has things that
might help us share the history of Lāna‘i, or if you would like to learn how to help through
donations or volunteering, please call 808.565.7177 or email info@lanaichc.org.
Since opening our doors as a 501c3
charitable organization in 2007, we
have hosted nearly 100,000 guests and
residents in museum and on special
field programs. Lāna‘i CHC strives to
provide students, community members
and visitors with opportunities to learn
more about Lāna‘i’s unique history and
to encourage acts of mālama ʻāina
(caring for the living landscape). In
2018, we welcomed nearly 9,000
guests in the museum and partnered in
programs that engaged nearly 500
residents and island visitors of all ages
in stewardship activities. With the
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support of Grantors and Pūlama Lāna‘i, Lāna‘i CHC staff and volunteers provided classroom
and field learning opportunities to every grade level at Lāna‘i High & Elementary School and
engaged 344 students in place-based field learning activities.
Below are short descriptions of some of the important activities conducted through Lāna‘i CHC
in 2018. These programs are sponsored by your donations and through grants awarded to
Lāna‘i’s special museum—
Waia‘ōpae Loko Restoration
and Curriculum Development ~
In May we hosted the Hui Mālama
Loko I‘a annual gathering at
Waia‘ōpae Fishpond, bringing
together nearly 70 off-island
fishpond practitioners and more
than 40 Lanai community
members to continue restoration
on the loko kuapā (fishpond wall).
In just two days of work on the
wall, volunteers rebuilt another
100 feet using original materials.
The gathering provided a great
forum for loko i‘a practitioners to
connect with one another and
provide advice to our Lāna‘i
‘ohana about how to improve
restoration practices. This
program is supported through the
generosity of Pūlama Lāna‘i, and by grants from the federal NOAA B-WET initiative and the
Hawai‘i Community Foundation.
One of the major projects
linked to restoration of
Waia‘ōpae is the development
of a place-based learning
curriculum that is Lāna‘ifocused. As a part of a grant
through the NOAA B-WET,
and with the support of Honua
Consulting, we engaged the
Pacific American Foundation
(PAF) to create a Lāna‘i
Curriculum for 4th, 7th and 10th
grades. The curriculum will
also be easily adaptable for
use across all grade levels.
Lāna‘i CHC hosted preliminary
teacher trainings at LHES, and
we are currently in the process of finalizing this curriculum which will be ready for classroom in
the 2019-2020 school year.
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‘Aha Kūpuna on Lāna‘i ~
In June, we helped to host
the annual DOE ‘Aha
Kūpuna in the Schools
gathering. With 50 offisland visitors who are
actively involved in DOE
schools across the state,
we gave them a sense of
how we engage students
in place-based education
on Lāna‘i. The group
traveled to several wahi
pana, including a trip to
Maunalei Valley.
E ‘Ike Hou Iā Lāna‘i ~
The sixth annual summer
cultural literacy program, E ‘Ike Hou iā Lāna‘i, took place from July 9-20, 2018. Eleven
enthusiastic students learned about
Lāna‘i’s history and visited many
significant cultural and natural sites on
island, including Lāna‘i Hale,
Maunalei, Keahiakawelo, and
Waia‘ōpae. During the visits, students
learned about the history of the sites
and ecological factors that influence
the health of the place. They also
practiced protocol by sharing the oli
Hanohano Lānaʻi at each wahi pana,
or storied place. Participants learned
about cultural practices such as
farming, lauhala weaving, and cordage

making, and they also engaged in
sustainable stewardship practices
working with their hands at
Maunalei and Waia‘ōpae.
For their culminating hō‘ike, the
students identified environmental
issues at wahi pana they visited
and presented potential solutions to
improve those places.
The 2018 year’s program was
funded by Kamehameha Schools,
the Lāna‘i Archaeological
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Committee, the Hawai‘i Community
Foundation, and with staff support from the
Culture & Historic Preservation Department of
Pūlama Lāna‘i.
Puke Kamali‘i ~ With the support of a grant
from Maui County’s Office of Economic
Development, Lāna‘i CHC published a puke
kamali‘i (children’s book) in both Hawaiian and
English, titled “Ka Huaka‘i Māka‘ika‘i ma
Kekāhi Wahi Pana o Lāna‘i a Kaululā‘au”

(A Trip to Visit Some of the Storied
Places of Lāna‘i a Kaululā‘au), written by
Kepā Maly, and illustrated with original
artwork by local Hawaiian artist, Wendell
Kahoʻohalahala. The first of its kind, the
story is based on a trip made by Lāna‘i
youth to visit some of the wahi pana on
their island home. The book is a great
resource to learn more about Lāna‘i and
Hawaiian language, and it will hopefully
be a jumping off point for similar
publications in the future!
Care for Museum and Archival Collections ~
In late 2017, Lāna‘i CHC was awarded a
Grant-in-Aid from the State Legislature, and
work began in early 2018. The grant
focuses on developing a major archival
preservation project—improving archival
conditions, organizing collections by
categories, developing an updated
collection find aid system, and digitizing
fragile collection resources to improve
access to the rich history of Lāna‘i. Hawai‘i
archivist, Helen Wong Smith, conducted
regular archival and genealogical research
workshops, and with the help of volunteers,
Pam Alconcel, Debbie Dela Cruz, Max
Becker, Lisa Grove, Shelly Preza, Diane
Preza, Mikala Enfield, Warren Osako and
Kepā Maly, the fragile paper, photo, textiles
and other facets of the collection have been further organized. A major part of the project
includes development of online finding aids to help those interested in researching Lāna‘i’s
history identify resources that might be helpful in their research. Our hope is that as a result of
this project Lāna‘i’s fragile archival resources will be passed on to future generations.
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Photos and notes from the Archive
~The history of Lāna‘i is rich and
diverse. All facets of history have
contributed to what makes Lāna‘i,
Lāna‘i. This photo, taken in 1924,
depicts the Kaiholena Camp where
Japanese laborers working for
Tokumatsu Murayama lived and
worked while building the Kaiholena
reservoir and digging the Maunalei
tunnels. Murayama was also
engaged by the Hawaiian Pineapple
Company to construct the Maunalei
pump house and do all the stone
work that lines Kaumālapa‘u Harbor
and the old plantation roads. The
photo is one of several shared by
Takashi Murayama (in 2009), Tokumatsu’s son, who was born on Lāna‘i when his father was
overseeing the work. The landscape at Kō‘ele that so many of us are familiar with is the product
of significant changes that began to take place by the 1860s.
Financial and In-kind Contributions ~ in addition to our major donors, we are deeply indebted
to the individuals named below, who generously supported programs like those cited above:
Brian Berkowitz
Bradley Bunn
Tom & Linden Caldwell Hickey
KT Cannon-Eger
R. Thomas Cave, Jr.
Cultural Surveys Hawai‘i
P. Coochie Cayan
Alberta de Jetley
John & Deborah Dela Cruz
Daisy Ganotisi
Jenna Gentry-Majkus
Lisa Grove, Stephen & Max Becker
Bob & Doreen Hobdy
Mark James
Craig & Monica Johnson
Ornetta Kaaa
Sabra Kauka
Onaona & Kepā Maly
Colbert Matsumoto
Marnie Masuda-Cleveland
Leeroy & Esther Meshel

Christen Mitchell
Albert & Julie Morita
Mary Lou Mullin
John Mumford (Agape Foundation)
M. Minoaka Nagamori
Lance Nobui
Tilden Osako
Warren & Susan Osako
Terry & Darlene Plunkett
Grace and Dennis Poei
Angelina Preza
Jonathan & Diane Preza
Sherry Ramaila
Lani Scott (In Memory of Henry Aki)
Tadao and Elaine Shikuma
Bob & Sue Smith
Momi Suzuki
Nanette Vides
Julienne Weston
Ron Yara & Margaret Eaton

At Lāna‘i CHC, we look to the past to build a brighter future for our community and youth—we
hope you will be a part of our journey by contributing a gift to the Lānaʻi Culture & Heritage
Center. Your financial gifts are tax-deductible donations and are greatly appreciated. The
donations allow us to continue to offer programs that foster a greater appreciation of our
beloved Lānaʻi.
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Volunteers and Support Staff ~ We also offer our sincere gratitude to all who make it possible
for Lāna‘i CHC to provide cultural historical programs to residents and guests free of charge.
Warren Osako, Board President
Pamela Pili Alconcel, Board Treasurer
Dean Del Rosario, Board Director
Diane Preza, Board Director
Kēhaulani Watson, PhD, Board Director

Martha Evans, Board Vice President
Michele Holsomback, Board Secretary
John Mumford, Board Director
John Schaumburg, Board Director

Pamela Pili Alconcel (Program Volunteer)
Deborah Dela Cruz (Archives Volunteer)
Joy Kame‘enui (Archives Volunteer)
Kepā Maly (Exec. Director Volunteer)
Genji Miyamoto (Garden Volunteer)
Albert Morita (Program Volunteer)
Pat Palumbo (Museum Services)
U‘ilani Stokes (Museum Services)

Max Becker (Archives Volunteer)
Lisa Grove (Archives Volunteer/Grant
Writing)
Onaona Maly (Webmaster/Social
Media)
Warren Osako (Program Volunteer)
Shelly Kaleialoha Preza (Museum and
Educational Program Services)

Hawai‘i Community Foundation (Grant No. 17CON-86502 CRP)
Kamehameha Schools Community Investing Initiative (FY 2018-2019)
Maui Office of Economic Development (Grant No. 4641)
NOAA N-WET (Grant No. NA17NOS4730195
Pūlama Lāna‘i (Facilities, Operations and Program Support)
State Legislature GIA (Grant OCS-GIA-18-01)
Mahalo nui for being a part of our journey to share Lānaʻi’s unique story. We hope you will
continue to support the Lānaʻi Culture & Heritage Center. Your work allows us to keep working
to provide place-based learning initiatives and special events throughout the year. We
appreciate your kōkua in creating opportunities to steward our beloved ʻāina of Lānaʻi.
Visit www.lanaichc.org for updates on programs,
opportunities, and to explore Lāna‘i’s history. Also
find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Me ke aloha,
Kepā Maly and Shelly Kaleialoha Preza
for the Lānaʻi Culture & Heritage Center
Hours: 8:30a – 3:30p Monday through Friday
Situated in the old Dole Administration Building
730 Lāna‘i Avenue
P.O. Box 631500
Lāna‘i City, Hawai‘i 96763
Office: 808.565.7177
Harvesting Pineapple in Pālāwai Basin
August 31, 1928 (HAPCo Photo No. 528)

