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Trustee’s note: This month’s column is 
written by Kepä Maly, resident of Läna‘i, 
cultural historian and ethnographer.

I
n 2008, Trustees of the Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs (one of five 
signatory parties in a 1987 MOA 
on the island of Läna‘i) engaged 
in a capacity-building initiative 

with the Läna‘i Culture & Heritage 
Center (www.lanaichc.org). OHA’s 
support facilitated development of 
a series of place-based steward-
ship programs engaging Läna‘i’s 
Hawaiian families and various 
partners in activities that are now 
growing and engaging multiple 
generations and participants in the 
rich Hawaiian legacy of Läna‘i.

Sponsored by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education Native 
Hawaiian Education Act, the 
place-based education program 
“E ‘Ike Hou Iä Läna‘i – Embrac-
ing Läna‘i’s History through 
Language and Literacy” is a 
three-year program that began in 
2013. The year-round programs 
are offered free of charge to 
Läna‘i residents and those inter-
ested in our island history. 

As a part of the year-two (2014) 
programs, Läna‘i CHC has been 
hosting a series of cultural land-
scape and literacy workshops, and just 
completed a three-week field school in 
Hawaiian Lifestyles, Archaeology, Marine 
Biology, Watershed Systems, Stewardship 
and Literature. The summer enrichment 
camp was open to students entering 
grades 6-12 and recent high school gradu-
ates. Activities engaged participants in 
programs rooted in the native lore and 
practices of Läna‘i, and linked traditional 
knowledge with modern skills in environ-
mental resource-management programs.

Upper Läna‘i High & Elementary 
School students and recent graduates who 
completed the three-week course may 
also apply their experiences to develop-
ment of college credits in English 100 and 
Anthropology 200.

The program integrates traditional 
Hawaiian-language accounts penned by 
natives as early as the 1830s, and foreign 
accounts of Läna‘i. The historic literature 
documents practices, beliefs and changes 
that have occurred on Läna‘i over the last 

180 years. The program integrates place-
based knowledge of land, sea, water and 
people that are uniquely ours on Läna‘i. 

Through a revival of tradi-
tional knowledge, history and 
sense of place, E ‘Ike Hou Iä 
Läna‘i seeks to inspire wise 
use, stewardship and cultural 
sustainability among Läna‘i’s 
present and future genera-
tions.

Students in the summer 
program participated in both 
classroom and fieldwork. The 
activities included: (1) sur-
veying a traditional Hawaiian 
fishpond at Waia‘öpae along 
the windward shore of Päläwai 
Ahupua‘a, (2) mapping ancient 

lo‘i kalo and other cultural-archaeological 
resources in Maunalei Valley, (3) engag-
ing in programs of literacy in Hawaiian 
and English, and (3) exploring the marine 
environment with Hawai‘i Pacific Univer-
sity marine biologists and visiting the Sea 
Education Association (S.E.A.) 135-foot 
research sailing vessel. Läna‘i CHC has 
been working closely with Läna‘i High 
& Elementary School, Pülama Läna‘i, 
Honua Consulting, UH-Maui College, 
Hawai‘i Pacific University/S.E.A., Queen 
Lili‘uokalani Children’s Center and 
community partners to create an engag-
ing place-based curriculum for Läna‘i. 
Instructors included specialists in a wide 
range of fields including archaeology, 
marine biology, musicians, university 
professors, as well as longtime Läna‘i 
resident fishermen, anthropologists, envi-
ronmentalists and cultural practitioners.

Mahalo a nui to the many part-
ners who have supported the vision of 
cultural sustainability on Läna‘i. 

Place-based education and cultural  
sustainability initiatives on Läna‘i

A
loha from Kaua‘i and 
Ni‘ihau!

Mahalo this month 
to Trustee 
Carmen Hulu 

Lindsey, our Maui Island 
Trustee, who hosted the 
Trustees as we kicked 
off our summer season of 
Neighbor Island Commu-
nity and BOT meetings 
back in May. It was 
another opportunity for 
the Trustees to visit with 
our beneficiaries and hear 
them share their mana‘o 
on a wide range of issues 
affecting the Hawaiian 
community. We also had 
time for a couple infor-
mative site visits to Pu‘u 
Kukui Watershed Preserve and 
with Na Aikane O Maui. At PKW, 
Pömaika‘i Kaniaupio-Crozier 
and his crew showed us the larg-
est Native Hawaiian seed bank in 
Hawai‘i at its Napilihau Baseyard. 
Hulu always puts so much thought 
and aloha into her site visits, so it 
is always something to look for-
ward to. Ke‘eaumoku and U‘ilani 
Kapu and their board invited us 
to join a Maori group they were 
hosting, which ended with an ‘ono 
dinner and cultural exchange, and 
the Maori performing for us as 
well. Mahalo Hulu, Pömaika‘i, 
Ke‘eaumoku, U‘ilani and Maui!

As an OHA Trustee, one of the 
highlights for me as a neighbor 
island Trustee is the annual oppor-
tunity I have to host my fellow 
Trustees on Kaua‘i. This year’s 
OHA Kaua‘i meetings and site 
visit are scheduled for Wednesday, 
July 16 and Thursday, July 17.

Our Kaua‘i Community 
Meeting will be on Wednesday, 
July 16 at 6:30 p.m. This year, 
we will be using the Wilcox 
Elementary School cafeteria, 
located at 4319 Hardy St. in 
Lïhu‘e. When we have these 
meetings, OHA shares some 
updates on our programs, ser-
vices and initiatives. But the 
main purpose is to hear from 
you, our beneficiaries and com-

munity members.
The official Kaua‘i Board of 

Trustees Meeting will be the 
following morning, 
on Thursday, July 
17 at 9 a.m. As is 
our tradition, we 
will be using Queen 
Lili‘uokalani Chil-
dren’s Center’s 
office and länai area, 
located at 4530 Kali 
Road in Lïhu‘e.

Both the Com-
munity Meeting and 
BOT Meeting are 
open to the public. 
I invite you to join 
us to hear about 
some of what OHA 
does, what some of 

our Kaua‘i partners are doing 
and to share your mana‘o with 
me, my fellow Trustees and our 
OHA staff. Please help me to 
welcome these OHA visitors to 
our Beautiful Kaua‘i.

If you can’t make it, don’t 
worry, you can always visit 
our OHA Kaua‘i office at 4405 
Kukui Grove St., across Kukui 
Grove Shopping Center, and 
next to Pyramid Insurance.

This is actually the second 
meeting I am hosting on 
Kaua‘i this year, following a 
Community Listening Ses-
sion I sponsored in the early 
part of our year. And our OHA 
staff have or are hosting other 
events, so I hope you will take 
advantage of these opportuni-
ties to kükäkükä with those of 
us at OHA.

Finally, here’s a shoutout to 
the 20 members and guests of 
the Kaua‘i Native Hawaiian 
Chamber of Commerce (knhcc.
org) who attended its June mixer. 
Remembering that “an economic 
engine supports a vibrant com-
munity,” they came, they heard, 
they discussed and they sug-
gested ideas regarding OHA’s 
economic development initiatives 
for OHA, Native Hawaiians and 
all of Hawai‘i nei.

Mahalo nui loa! 

OHA 2014 Kaua‘i meetings:  
July 16 and 17
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Participants in the E ‘Ike Hou Iā Lāna‘i place-based education 
program learned about the nearshore marine environment and 
worked on mapping projects at Hulopo‘e Beach in June. - Cour-
tesy: Kepā Maly
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