cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.
This is the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-11 [12-15] (LBW)
IGive the King your jus- | tice, O God,*
and your righteousness to | the King’s Son;
2That he may rule your | people righteously*
and the | poor with justice;
3That the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people,*
and the little | hills bring righteousness.
4He shall defend the needy a- | mong the people;*
he shall rescue the poor and crush | the oppressor.
5He shall live as long as the sun and | moon endure,*
from one generation | to another.
¢He shall come down like rain upon | the mown field,*
like showers that wa- | ter the earth.
7In his time shall the | righteous flourish;*
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.
8He shall rule from | sea to sea,*
and from the River to the ends | of the earth.
9His foes shall bow | down before him,*
and his enemies | lick the dust.
10The kings of Tarshish and of the isles | shall pay tribute,*
and the kings of Arabia and Saba | offer gifts.
1Al kings shall bow | down before him,*
and all the nations | do him service.
[12For he shall deliver the poor who cries out | in distress,*
and the oppressed who | has no helper.
13He shall have pity on the low- | ly and poor;*
he shall preserve the lives | of the needy.
14He shall redeem their lives from oppres- | sion and violence,*
and dear shall their blood be | in his sight.
15Long may he live! and may there be given to him gold | from Arabia;*

may prayer be made for him always, and may they bless him all | the day long.]

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles — 2assuming that you have heard of
the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revela-
tion, as I have written briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, Swhich
was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit. eThis mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partak-
ers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of
God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints,

this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 19so that through the church the
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 1This
was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness
and access with confidence through our faith in him.
This is the Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Second chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to
Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have
come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and as-
sembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: ¢And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people
Israel.”” "Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had ap-
peared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have
found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” °After listening to the king, they went on their
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. 1®"When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 2And being warned in a dream not to return
to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Ken Reed
*Hymn: LBW 82 “AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD”
*Nicene Creed, pg. 64
*Prayers, pg.65
*Sharing of the Peace
Offering
*Offertory, p. 66 “Let the Vineyards”
*Offertory Prayer
P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for your tender mercies and for all that you have so faithfully provided for us.

May our gifts be a sign of our love toward you and our desire to do your holy will. In Jesus’ name we pray.

C: Amen.



*The Great Thanksgiving, 68-70
*Lord’s Prayer, 71

*Lamb of God, 72

Distribution

*Post-Communion Prayer
P: We give you thanks, Almighty God, that you have fed and refreshed us with this Holy Sacrament. Strengthen

us in faith and fervent love toward one another, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, whose body and
blood we have humble received.
C: Amen.

*Blessing
P: Go with the blessing of God the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit. May the Light of God’s Word ever shine within

your hearts and lives so that his holy name is praised throughout the world.

C: Amen.

*Hymn: WOV 646 “WE THREE KINGS OF ORIENT ARE”

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Let your light shine!
C: Thanks be to God!

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God
Andin Loving Memory of Bob’s birthday on January 2nd,
And Vicky's Mom’s birthday on January 11th,

And Bob’s Mom’s birthday January 16th
Given by,

Vicky Lineberger and Family

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Newton, NC 28658
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The St. James’ family extends a warm welcome to visitors
who have joined us for worship this morning. Please
complete the Visitor’s Card, (to be found in the pew rack
and returned to an usher), introduce yourself to the pas-
tor, and return to be a part of our worshiping community!

Attendance last Sunday:
Christmas Eve:127
Worship: 76

Sunday School: 24
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Year to Date Giving: $288,477.57
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St. James Lutheran Church
Newton, NC
January 4th, 2026
Feast of the Epiphany

Welcome and Announcements (please stand when indicated by *)

Prelude

*Confession and Forgiveness, pg. 56
*Hymn: LBW 75 “BRIGHT AND GLORIOUS IS THE SKY”

*Greeting
P: May the glorious light of the Son of God shine upon you, the abiding love of the Father fill your hearts, and
the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE, pg. 57
HYMN OF PRAISE, pg. 59 “Glory to God”

PRAYER OF THE DAY,

P: Let us pray...
Lord God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know
your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Children’s Sermon

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2For behold, darkness shall
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon
you. 3And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4Lift up your eyes all
around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters
shall be carried on the hip. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abun-
dance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. ¢A multitude of camels shall



