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East Orford\Davistown in Newspapers
Compiled by Art Pease, 11\2019

There were many years when there were no separate East Orford entries and almost no 
separate ones by 1940.  Orford, Orfordville, East Piermont and Atwell Hill have items concerning 
East Orford folks and I have included them as appropriate. The communities of East Orford and 
Atwell Hill [Wentworth] were particularly close, both in geography and social\family interaction. 
Folks in East Orford who attended church did so on Atwell Hill, at the Baptist Church, where I 
attended until about 1960 and where some East Orford folks still attend.

Only the Opinion and Gazette covered Orford for more than two-three decades. The 
Courier is still in business but stopped covering Orford in April, 1925.

Sometimes the entries labeled 
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12\23\92 East Orford Littleton, N.H., White Mtn. Republic and Journal
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2\12\03 Orfordville Littleton, N.H., Courier
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12\1\05 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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8\9\1907, Atwell Hill-Wentworth Warren, N.H., Warren News
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1\10\1908, Atwell Hill-Wentworth Warren, N.H., Warren News
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4\24\1908, Atwell Hill-Wentworth Warren, N.H., Warren News
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2\26\1909, Atwell Hill Warren, N.H., Warren News
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4\15\1910, Pike -- R.F.D. #1 Warren, N.H., Warren News
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7\14\10 Orford Hanover Gazette
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two children and his father. He was a farmer and carpenter by trade and a good man. His wife 
was Nellie Flanders of this town.
7\28\1911, East Piermont Warren, N.H., Warren News
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-Representatives - Orford, Alvah M. Stevens; Piermont, Chas. O Fellows, r.; Wentworth, Albert L.
Davis, d 
-Governor - Orford 88 r, 60 d; Warren 43 r, 82 d; Wentworth 33 r, 55 d
-President - Orford 38 r, 66 d; Warren 48 r, 84 d; Wentworth 35 r, 58 d
Note: William Howard Taft was the Republican nominee and Woodrow Wilson the Democrat. 
This was the year when Teddy Roosevelt ran on the Progressive or 'Bull Moose' ticket but the 
only tally for him was in Warren, where he got 53 votes.
11\15\1912, Atwell Hill Warren, N.H., Warren News
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2\13\1914, East Piermont Warren, N.H., Warren News
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proud. The elder expressed his pleasure in thus being surprised and remembered on his 
birthday.
Note: This sounds as if he is living near-by or perhaps with the Pease's.
8\14\14, East Piermont Warren, N.H., Warren News



30

   The members of the schoolboard were conspicuously absent. Mr. Henry Pease, a member of 
the schoolboard of Orford, was present. The writer was not cognizant of any others.
   When the state superintendent prepares such a valuable program and brings it to our 
community and when such a meeting has not been held to the remembrance of most of us, 
there should have been a general turning out to at least part of the exercises. . . .
10\30\1914, East Piermont Warren, N.H., Warren News
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Rumney. It was some time after this, by late 1920 at least, that he began to run the store at 
West Rumney.]
4\9\1915. Atwell Hill Warren, N.H., Warren News
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seventy-five guests were accommodated this season because of their inability to secure 
lodgings elsewhere. This item alone shows the great demand for more commodious public 
houses in Wentworth. The largest hotel in town closed by reason of the illness of the proprietor.
It is hoped that Mrs. Burnham will soon regain her usual health and the long talked of 
improvements be installed in the Burnham House, which has been under her popular 
management for nearly a quarter of a century. When these contemplated enlargements are 
completed The Queen of the Valley will have ample accommodation for summer visitors and 
the traveling public. The directors of the camp have made large additions and improvements in 
their property the present season, thereby making possible the most prosperous summer in 
their history. As usual the directors have given much encouragement and sympathy to the 
enterprise of the town. Dr. Reed, assisted by a quartet of fine male voices, occasionally 
furnished music Sunday morning in the church, which was much appreciated. On the evening of 
August 22, the camp directors, assisted by a bunch of up-to-date boys, gave a high-class concert 
in the town hall to more than 200 pleased listeners. The concert netted a sizeable sum to the 
Ladies' Aid and special thanks were extended to the artists.
10\20\1916 Atwell Hill Warren, N.H., Warren News
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many other relatives and friends. The family have the sympathy of all in their affliction. Funeral 
services were held on Wednesday and the remains brought to this place and laid beside her 
husband.
7\27\1917 Atwell Hill Warren, N.H., Warren News
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7\19\1918 Wentworth Warren, N.H., Warren News
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   Mrs. Edna McIntire and family.
11\1\1918 Wentworth Warren, N.H., Warren News
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11\26\1920 West Rumney Warren, N.H., Warren News
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5\11\28 East Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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2\8\29 East Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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her topic the life of Frances Willard and Elsie Pierce gave the story of the life and work of Horace
Mann. Evelyn Mack spoke as to the career of Benjamin Franklin, Clinton Speare of the work of 
John G. Whittier, Asa Cummings of Francis Scott Key, Frank Dyke told of the inventions by the 
Wright brothers and Stanley Chase gave a brief biography of Nathaniel Hawthorne. The closing 
of the addresses by the students was by Robert Donnelly who spoke of the achievements of 
Thomas Jefferson. Supt. E.A. Janes presented the diplomas to each of the above named 
members of the class. There was excellent instrumental music and singing at intervals 
throughout the evening. Amos Pierson and Franklin Carle were the marshalls of the occasion. 
Most of the graduates expect to attend the High School this fall. [Elinor Perry, Evelyn Mack and 
Stanley Chase were from the Davistown School.]
6\28\29 East Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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2\11\32 East Orford Hanover, N.H., Gazette

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brucellosis#cite_note-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brucellosis#cite_note-pmid15405523-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterinarian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaccination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoonosis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brucellosis#cite_note-vermont-12
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6\2\32 East Orford Hanover, N.H., Gazette
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with 
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11\30\33 Orford Hanover, N.H., Gazette
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5\29\41 Orford Hanover, N.H., Gazette
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greatly impressed by the facilities of the State Police Department, and appreciated the many 
courtesies shown to them everywhere they went.
  Harold Baker, Mrs. Clifton Huckins, Mrs. Leslie Donnelly and Mrs. Ruth Hadley accompanied 
the pupils to Concord. The pupils who attended were Gordon Andrews, William Baker, Clayton 
Huckins, Erma Farr, Hazel Marsh, Irene Davis, Gerald Pease, Wesley Currier and Leon Marsh.
5\18\45 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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Dorothy, who  lived in what is now Pete Thomson's home and Mrs. Pease must be my mother, 
Theda. Ma wasn't what I'd call a 'clubwoman' ;-) but she was active in the Grange and 
apparently here as well. I think Mae could drive, so she likely picked the others up as she headed 
up the hill.]
1\18\46 Orfordville Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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7\16\48 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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3\3\49 Orford Hanover, N.H., Gazette
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the bridegroom attended the couple. Mr. Currier is a veteran of World War II and a graduate of 
Orford High School. The couple are residing in Boston, where both are attending college. 
[Waited a bit to tell the folks . . .? John made false teeth for many years in Warren.]
11\18\49 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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classic: Honest John. Mem Martin led the orchestra through the music, another variant from 
traditional form. Glenn Pease kept interest focused on the group by a nice job of calling. 
Comments and inquiries later in the evening sort of indicate that the Orford dancers have 
started something. [In Glenn's 1950 Diary: "5\20\50 Theda, Francis, Howard, Irene and I went 
down to Gilford to call Honest John last night." Looks as if Gerald got to stay home with Grammy
and me. Of more, likely, he had a date! ;-) Below is a photo of Dad calling at Gilford]

6\30\50 Fairlee Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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  The bride will spend the month of August with her husband in Granite City, Ill., returning to 
school in Springfield in September.
  Mrs. Brown is a graduate of Orford High School and Keene Teacher's college and has taught in 
Springfield the past five years.
  Mr. Brown attended school in Springfield. He spent 2 1\2 years in Japan during World War II 
and is now stationed at the Army Engineers Base Depot in Granite City, Ill.
9\22\50 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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Myrtle Shortt and Lorraine Wing; business manager, Donna Sanborn. Mrs. Fulton had charge of 
the makeup.
  Miss Phyllis Tanen was director. Flowers were presented to Miss Tanen and Mrs. Fulton by 
Francis Pease.
3\27\52 Fairlee Hanover, N.H., Gazette
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  Mrs. Ethel Pike Thibideau of Lyme and Walter Mack, were married in Clearwater, Fla., and after
a trip to Los Alamos, N.M., will return to Orford. Mr. Mack was employed as carpenter by H.A. 
Horton before going to Florida last fall. Mrs. Mack is employed in the receiving office at Hanover
hospital.
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  Mr. Donnelly was born in Colebrook, N.H., Aug. 28, 1885. On Oct. 1, 1910, he married Della 
Pease of Orford. Three children were born to his union: Leslie of Orford, Robert of Lyme and 
Mabel of Attleboro Falls, Mass. He and Mrs. Donnelly made their home with Mabel but were 
here on a vacation.
  Mr. and Mrs. Donnelly were former residents of Orford, coming here from Plymouth, N.H., in 
1924 and staying until they moved to Connecticut in 1933.
  He leaves besides his wife and children, three grandchildren, one brother, J.E. Donnelly of Una,
Ariz., and one sister, Mrs. Joseph Grant of Medina, N.Y.
  Funeral services were at the Swan funeral parlor in Haverhill Tuesday at 2 p.m. Burial was in 
Orford East cemetery.

10\23\53 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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  Mr. and Mrs. Stafford Smith of Wentworth, N.H., announce the marriage of their daughter 
Ruth to Dale C. Gilbert at Fairlee Federated Church Sunday, Sept. 4, at 11 a.m. Their attendants 
were Mary Smith, bridesmaid, and Theodore Wright, best man.
  Those attending the wedding, in addition to the bride's and bridegroom's parents, were Mrs. 
Maude Stevens, grandmother of the bride, Carroll J. Stevens, uncle of the bride, and the bride's 
brother, Glen Smith; Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Brown and Mrs. Addie Ames of Warren and Mr. and 
Mrs. William MacDonald of Wakefield, Mass.
10\7\55 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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  Miss Chase announced that her marriage to Calvin Titus of Warren will take place on February 
25. She and Calvin are both graduates of Orford High School in the Class of 1955. Mr. Titus is 
employed by Capital Airlines in Washington, D.C., and they will make their home there.
1\20\56 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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of Wentworth. These ladies are all daughters of Mrs. Pease. One daughter, Mrs. Della Donnelly 
of North Attleboro, Mass., was unable to be present. 
  Also in the party were Gerald, Francis and Arthur Pease grandsons, and Lawrence Huntington 
and Mrs. Meldrim Thomson. The occasion was also the birthday of Mrs. Thomson and Glenn 
Pease.
6\1\56 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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1\11\57 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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  Mabel Edith Donnelly, daughter of Mrs. Jay Donnelly of 227 East street, North Attleboro, 
Mass., and Preston Earl Childs, son of Mr. and Mrs. Francis B. Childs, Sr. of 75 East Washington 
street, North Attleboro, were united in marriage by the Rev. Edwards Dickinson in Lyme Sunday 
afternoon. The double-ring service was used. Matron of honor was Mrs. Robert Donnelly, sister-
in-law of the bride, and best man was Robert Donnelly, her brother.
  The bride wore a street length gown of blue lace over taffeta, with white accessories and a 
corsage of pink roses. Matron of honor wore blue taffeta print gown, with solid blue jacket, pink
accessories and pink rose corsage.
  The reception was held at Riverside Grill, Lebanon. The wedding cake was made by Mrs. Robert
Donnelly. The couple went on a wedding trip through northern New England. After Sept. 5, they
will live at 227 East street, North Attleboro.
  The bride, with her parents and two brothers, is a former resident of Orford. She attended 
schools in Orford, North Attleboro, and Canton, Mass., and works in North Attleboro. The 
groom attended schools in Plainville and North Attleboro and is a driver salesman for Joe Dori's 
diner in Plainville, Mass.
10\4\57 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion



97

[Actually, the house was about 130 years old. I lived with Les, Hazel and Lloyd for several weeks, 
while Ma and Dad moved into Ruth Brown's house just below the turn to East Cemetery Road. 
We moved into the new house Easter Sunday of 1958. The whole rebuilding was a wonderful 
story of a community coming together to help neighbors!]

1\3\58 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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Mrs. Amon Burnham of West Rumney, Mr. and Mrs. David Keneson of Wentworth and their son
Ray of Goffstown and Charles Ladd. [The 'home' was Ruth Brown's place, where we were living 
after the fire.]
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  Her daughter and son, who lived at home, Miss Julia Pease and Vernon Pease, also Russell 
Pease of Presque Isle, Me., were callers at the Adams and Ladeau homes Wednesday. . . . [I'm 
not sure how Julia came to be called Judy. She was likely named after her paternal grandmother,
Julia Pease, who was the wife of Chase and lived in the second farm west of the Sherburn\Pease 
farm.]
10\31\58 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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Front, L>R: Ralph Mack, John Hodgson, Herb Lawrence. Larry Huntington, Peter Green, Maurice 
Chase, Walt Mack
Rear L>R: Glenn Pease, Ernest 
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3\16\62 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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2\8\63 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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after JFK's assassination. I was in the lounge of the nursing home where Aunt Della was living 
when Jack Ruby shot Lee Harvey Oswald, carried on live televison.]
1\3\64 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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Donald Mellin; treasurer, Gunther Sunderfauf; auditor, Hazel Huckins; and executive board 
member, Gerald Davis.
  Four members of the Fire Department, Larry Huntington, Maurice Chase, Gerald Pease and 
Eddie Green and four members of the Council, Virginia Smith, Guy Hebb, Clifford Fifield and 
Hattie Baker, were appointed to serve on the committee for plans for the July 4 Old Home Day.
5\12\66 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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summer with her brother and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Pease and her sister and husband, Mr. 
and Mrs. Amon Burnham, in West Rumney.
11\3\66 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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6\1\67 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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waltzing. It was announced at the meeting that it was Mr. and Mrs. Pease
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Forester. They have been stationed in several places but have now purchased a home in 
Burnsville.
11\21\68 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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family. Mrs. Forest Pease, Elizabeth and Edwin, of Alfred, Me., were dinner guests Saturday of 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn  Pease.
[Dad
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7\17\69 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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4\23\70 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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and Mrs. Ray Keneson of Goffstown and Mrs. Glenn Pease went on a trip through the White 
Mountains. [From Dad
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  Janet Thomson has returned to Syracuse University and Debbie Tullar is attending the 
University of Maine in Orono, Me. These girls did not graduate from Orford High School but are 
residents of Orford.
  Linda Chapin Pearson is taking a college course at an Air Force base in England, where her 
husband, Sgt. David Pearson, is stationed. In this way she will keep up her credits so she can re-
enter college when they come back to the States.
  If this reporter has omitted any names she hopes she will be forgiven.
10\15\70 Orford Bradford, Vt., United Opinion
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