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She grew up in the shadow of Mount Cube, and loved it

By PAT HAMMOND

Spedial to the Union Leader

Ruth Brown grew up in East
Orford in the shadow of Mount
Cube, Her father, Charlie Ladd,
worked hard as a farmer all his
life. Ruth taught second grade in
the Hanover school district until
her retirement, [ asked, how
did your upbringing in East Or-
ford shape the way you taught
school? This is what she said.

“Going to school opened up
awhole world to all of us. There
were nine of us in the first eight
grades in the one-room school-
house, and the school was also

the center for East Orford. (The -

area was then called “around
the mountain,” and “the moun-
tain,” of course, was Mount
Cube.)

There were 16 school districts
in Orford at one time. When I
was in school, grammar schools

were established to serve the
families in that particular part
of town,

There was the Beantown
School on Baker Road. That
took all of the Beantown chil-
dren, including the Curriers.
Ours was the Macks, the Chas-
es, the Ladds and the children
of the loggers who moved in for
the winter,

We had “practice teachers”
from the Plymouth Normal
School, who came for nine
weeks each. We had the whole
world brought in to us, though
some of the teachers were only
a few years older than we were,

We did not have a bus to high
school, which was at least 10
miles away. Albertson Brown
picked up some of us. He
would buy five gallons of gas
for a dollar, To make the gas
last we coasted down the hills,
and Ralph Mack (future police

€& Wedidnothaveabusto high school,
which was at least 10 miles away. Albertson
Brown picked up some of us. He would buy
five gallons of gas for a dollar. To make the
gas last we coasted down the hills ...”

RUTH BROWN
on grawing up in Orford

chief) manned the pump (while
sitting in the back seat), which
pumped the gas up the line to
the motor when the gas level
was low.

Sometimes Ralph and 1
walked home from the high
school, if there was a late activ-
ity there. Miss Twitchell, the
principal of Orford Academy,
announced one time that even
though we came from the far-
thest away, we were never late

to school.

One of the best things is we
learned about community, We
allworked together. Glenn Pease
was the only one who had work
horses, so when it came time to
fill up the ice houses, from ice
blocks in the pond, everybody
used Glenn's ice cutter to cut
and set blocks in the sheds be-
tween layers of sawdust.

The Macks had a harrow, to
toss the hay, and they shared,

Everybody helped everybody.

The social life was in the
school building. We had a min-
isterand his familyand they held
Sunday school for us, and my
mother and other women rolled
bandages for the Red Cross for
the boys in World War II there.
Of course the Mack boys were in
it (the war).

When I was teaching, | did
a lot of stuff the way I learned
from those teachers. I taught in
Hanover the way [ was taught,

a lot of group projects. In East.

Orford when we studied Es-
kimos we built an igloo, and
when we studied Indians, we
would go out in the woods and
find different kinds of plants
— and that's the way | taught
about Eskimos and Indians in
Hanover,

In Orford we would fish in the
pond before school and during
morning recess, We would run

the fish up to my mother anc
she would cook them.

We had the best education
and at our own speed.

People say to me now, “Why
are you so healthy at 872" |
tell them it was the way I wa:
brought up — we lived on veni
son and rabbits, then fish in the
summer. I had the best of foods
and Dad would take two mill
pails and go up the mountair
and come home with them ful
of wild raspberries, blueberries
blackberries.

There was no crime out there
Not so much because they were
trained not to steal, but also be-
cause there was nothing to be
stolen, and nobody had time
to steal anyway. It was rougt
sometimes. In winter we puw
chains on the Ford's tires, anc
there was no heater in the car
We had some hard times, but |
just loved my life.



