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Pease Work for Summer Folks
Mrs. Baer, Henry & Jane MacGinnis, Alice Herrin  Lucy Worthington.
[From the diaries of Francis R. Pease, Glenn F. & Theda L. Pease and from newspapers]

Dr. and Mrs. Ruth Baer bought the old Savage place, both sides of the road south of the 
East Orford Cemetery in 1912. They lived in Baltimore but established an apple orchard here and
also brought their prize Chow Chow dogs here some summers. Mrs. Baer was usually here alone.
My grandfather Francis Pease did some work for her and my father Glenn and brothers much 
more. 

By the late 1930s, Dr. Baer had died and Mrs. Baer remarried, apparently to someone 
who didn
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5\15 work for Mrs. Baer on the automobile road nobody worked only Charlie and I 
[Charlie is likely Charlie Ladd]

5\18 Work over to Baer
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6\3 Went over to Mrs Bears put on one tank
6\4 Spraying 9 tanks
6\6 Spraying 9 tanks
6\7 Spraying 5 tanks
6\8 Spraying 9 tanks
6\9 Spraying 1 tank

6\20 mowing over to Bears
6\21 working over to Bears put on 2 tanks & mowed 2 hours
6\22 over to Bears put on 3 tanks & mowed rest of the time
6\23 over to Bears put on 5 tanks & ground machine knife
6\24 over to Bears put on 7 tanks
6\25 over to Bears put on 4 tanks
6\27 over to Bears mowing this forenoon
6\28 over to Bears put on 8 tanks
6\29 over to Bears put on 3 tanks then mowed
6\30 over to Bears mowing

7\1 over to Bears this forenoon
7\2 over to Bears mowing
7\5 Finished mowing over to Bears
7\11 over to Mrs Bears got home 3 o
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8\25 Harrowed with tractor
[This is the only mention of a tractor. Dad didn
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operation of the orchard at Mrs. Baer
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1939
6\8\39 Finished planting over back of the hill. Ernest harrowed p.m. Went to Fairlee for 

Mrs. Baer. Took over 2 load manure. 
9\3\39 [S]Went over on the hill. Went over to Mrs. Baer
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This is Dad mowing with Dick and Harry on the Chase Pease farm in 1940. The family story is 
that Mrs. Baer sent a photographer over to take photos of Dad using the horses and I have several
photos from August, 1940, which were likely produced by a professional photographer. A 
mowing machine like this one would have been used in the apple orchards at Baer
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3\13\42 Went over looked at MacGinnis
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10\11\42 Went over and picked up 14 bu. cider apples, Snows.
10\17\42 Went to Miss Herrin
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10\4\43 Rup and I helped on the apples today.
10\19\43 Went over to Mrs. Baer
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1\31\45 I finished up Miss Herrin
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11\7\47 Went to town, had tires pumped up and a sticker on Lucy. Cleaned out stuff ready for
garage for Lucy. [Lucy is the name for the truck he bought from Lucy Worthington. 
We later made it into a doodlebug which we used for many years.]

11\8\47 Got some spruce on Joe
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7\21\48 Mowed down to schoolhouse.
8\2\48 Dressed 2 chickens, one for Ross and one for Lucy.
8\6\48 Dressed 5 roosters, Ross had one and Lucy had one. [Dad bought and raised some

roosters, for meat and apparently sold some of them, dressed.]
8\10\48 Howard and Gerald over to Miss Herrin
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6\29\49 Rup and I got swill, finished spraying. Miss Herrin gave Rup a stove and me a big 
ice box. 

7\15\49 sprayed apple trees p.m.
7\16\49 went over to spray but engine wouldn't start
7\20\49 Boys went raspberrying over to Miss Herrin
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3\1\52 Gerald got up about 6:30 and built the fires. Doris put up his dinner and he went 
down to log. Walt D. called at 7 and said Alice and Lucy aren't coming back.

3\2\52 [S] Glenn called me at 3:30 and I woke up Gerald and Doris and they went to W. 
River to get he and Norman, got back at 6. Glenn did chores. F. got up about 9. G. 
and D. got her about 10:30. Doris did sweeping and wiped dishes. We had dinner 
about 2. Dr. was down in a.m. Gladys, David and Ray and Vernie, Hazel and Billy 
were up in p.m. Doris and Gerald went home about 8. Glenn went to bed about 9 for 
his first night's sleep since Thursday night. [Alice and Lucy could be a tad 
excentric!]

5\1\52 Glenn got up at 5. John Foster came in and talked a while. Glenn took two cans of 
water and went over to Miss Herrin's about 6. I saw them go by about 6:30. I ironed a
little before breakfast. Francis and Gerald did chores. Gerald went over to Miss H. 
after breakfast. I ironed and listened to the radio this forenoon. Glenn took the two 
darkie chauffeurs out to catch the 11 a.m. train, called a minute on way back. Miss 
Herrin called and said Glenn and Gerald would have dinner with them. We had a 
lunch. 

6\22\52 [S] Got up about 7. Beautiful day. Miss Herrin called to invite us to a party July 18.
7\20\52 [S] Got up about 7:30. Barbara came about 11. We had dinner a little past one. All 

but Jay & Della went over to Miss Herrin
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9\29\58 Gerald and I went over to Lucy
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kids came about 11 and Howard
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4\28\60 Gerald took Thed over to Lucy
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6\3\60 Francis picked over a few beans. I wrote in account book and diary a.m. Francis 
took Evelyn out to have hair fixed. Gerald took Alice and Lucy to Ply. a.m. We 
went up and got truck p.m. Francis and Gerald harrowed up to Gould
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for Alice and Lucy. This is likely the loose insulation which we put under the upstairs 
floorboard, to insulate the ceilings.]

8\6\60 Out to Office all day. Gerald sawed 2 load wood and took over to Lucy. Ted helped 3 
hrs. Howard and Barn\b and kids came up p.m. Picked a pail of cukes.

8\8\60 Cows out this morn. Cattle out over to Gratz last night. Gerald and Art fixed fence them
we unloaded 3 load rowen. Sawed rest of Lucy
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sheets and cases and got part of them ironed before supper, finished after.
8\23\60 [T] Cloudy showers. Built fires about 6:30. Washed pails. Went over to Lucy
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some sand. Art got in wood for Lucy a.m. [suppose I got some ice cream after I was 
done?]

10\3\60 We went over and got Lucy
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5\25\61 Glenn took me over to Lucy's about 15 of 9. Doris went earlier. We had dinner all ready 
at 10:30 when Reg Davis came so had to wait for about 1\2 hr. Doris made biscuit. 
Alice and Lucy had a nap in p.m. and we washed more windows doors and woodwork. 
Came home at 4. Walter picked us up.

6\2\61 a robin is building a nest right near Lucy's kitchen window and a thrush near the Library
has 4 eggs. . .

6\7\61 Reg Davis and Junior Randall came about 10 changed wires in fuze boxes. . . the 
plumbers from Hanover came about 2:30 put in a new stool for Alice took them about 
an hour. . . 

10\1\61 [S] Howard
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6\17 Thed home at 3 p.m.
6\24 Thed home today.
6\30 Thed home today.
7\1 Thed came home a little after 8 this morn.
7\4 Thed home with lame back. Marion Hook over to Lucy's last night.
7\9 Thed over to Lucy
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6\18 [S] Thed over to Lucy
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Mrs. Ruth Baer, with Chow dog, likely Pao Yun, c.1924
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Henry and Jane MacGinnis, in Pease farm dooryard, c.1950
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Glenn and Theda Pease, Alice Herrin, Lucy Worthington, in Herrin\Worthington home, 1958

Alice and Lucy




