
Thank You for Downloading the Sewing 
Machine Problems and Fixes Cheat Sheet!
We’re so glad you’ve decided to grab this handy guide. Whether you're a seasoned 

sewer or just starting your sewing journey, this cheat sheet is here to help you 
overcome common sewing machine challenges with ease and confidence.

How to Use This Cheat Sheet

1. Identify the Problem
Start by matching the issue you're experiencing with the listed problems in the 
cheat sheet. For example, if your thread is bunching under the fabric, locate the 
corresponding section titled Thread Bunching Under Fabric.

2. Understand the Cause
Check the "Cause" column to pinpoint what might be creating the issue. 
Knowing the root cause helps you avoid similar problems in the future.

3. Follow the Fix
Use the detailed steps in the "Fix" column to resolve the problem. Each fix is 
crafted to be clear and actionable, guiding you to get your machine back on 
track.

4. Prevent Future Issues
The notes provided for each problem offer helpful tips to maintain your sewing 
machine and prevent recurring problems. Incorporate these tips into your 
sewing routine for smoother projects.
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SEWING MACHINE PROBLEMS AND FIXES 
CHEAT SHEET

Problem Cause Fix Notes

Thread 
Bunching 
Under 
Fabric

Incorrect 
threading or 
bobbin 
placement

Remove the thread and re-thread the 
machine, ensuring the presser foot is up. 
Check that the bobbin is wound evenly and 
placed correctly in its case. 
Clean the bobbin area to remove lint or 
stray threads.

Always thread the 
machine with the 
presser foot up for 
proper tension.

Skipped 
Stitches

Incorrect needle 
or damaged 
needle

Replace the needle with a new one 
appropriate for the fabric type. 
Ensure the needle is fully inserted and 
tightened in the machine. 
Check the machine’s threading and tension 
settings.

Universal needles 
work for most fabrics; 
use ballpoint for knits 
and sharp for wovens.

Needle 
Breaking

Bent needle, 
pulling fabric, or 
incorrect needle

Replace the needle with a straight, new 
one. 
Avoid forcing or pulling the fabric—let the 
feed dogs move it. 
Use a needle that matches the fabric 
weight and type.

Heavier fabrics 
require stronger 
needles like denim or 
leather needles.

Uneven or 
Loose 
Stitches

Incorrect tension 
settings or 
threading issues

Adjust the upper tension dial to a medium 
setting and test on scrap fabric. 
Re-thread the machine, ensuring the thread 
passes through all tension guides correctly. 
Check the bobbin tension by gently pulling 
the bobbin thread.

Always test tension 
adjustments on similar 
fabric scraps.

Machine 
Making 
Strange 
Noises

Lint buildup or 
loose screws

Turn off the machine and remove the 
throat plate. 
Use a lint brush to clean around the feed 
dogs and bobbin case. 
Check for loose screws or parts and tighten 
as needed.

Regular cleaning 
prevents major issues; 
follow the manual for 
guidance.

Fabric Not 
Moving

Feed dogs 
lowered or dirty

Ensure the feed dogs are raised (check the 
machine settings). 
Clean the feed dogs with a lint brush to 
remove buildup.  Avoid fabric that’s too 
thick for the machine without proper 
settings.

Use a walking foot for 
thick or layered 
fabrics.

Thread 
Keeps 
Breaking

Incorrect thread 
type, tension too 
tight, or old 
thread

Use a high-quality thread that matches the 
fabric type. 
Loosen the upper tension slightly and test 
the stitch. 
Replace old or brittle thread.

Polyester threads are 
stronger than cotton 
for most uses.
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Problem Cause Fix Notes

Machine Not 
Sewing

Presser foot not 
down or thread 
tangled

Lower the presser foot before sewing. 
Remove the fabric and inspect for thread 
tangles; cut and remove them. 
Re-thread the machine and bobbin 
carefully.

Always check the 
threading to ensure it 
is correct and that the 
bobbin is seated 
properly and wound 
tight an even.

Bobbin 
Thread Not 
Catching

Incorrect 
threading or 
needle position

Re-thread both the top thread and the 
bobbin, ensuring the bobbin case is 
properly inserted. 
Check that the needle is fully inserted and 
in the correct position.

Refer to your machine 
manual for threading 
diagrams.

Puckered 
Fabric

Tension too tight 
or incorrect 
needle size

Loosen the upper tension gradually and 
test on scrap fabric.(lowwer number loosen 
tension – Higher number tighten the 
tension
Use the correct needle size and type for the 
fabric. 
Consider using a stabilizer for delicate 
fabrics like silk.

A walking foot or 
zigzag stitch can also 
help reduce puckering.

Stitches Not 
Forming 
Properly

Incorrect 
threading or 
bobbin winding

Re-thread the machine, ensuring the thread 
follows the correct path. 
Wind the bobbin evenly and insert it 
correctly. 
Check for debris in the bobbin case and 
clean it.

Balanced thread 
tension is critical for 
proper stitches.

Machine 
Running 
Slowly

Dirt, lint, or 
insufficient 
oiling

Turn off the machine and clean all 
accessible parts with a lint brush.
Apply a drop of sewing machine oil to 
moving parts as directed by the manual.
Check the power cord and pedal for 
damage.

Over-oiling can attract 
lint, so use sparingly.

Needle 
Hitting the 
Throat Plate

Bent needle or 
incorrect 
insertion

Replace the needle with a straight one, 
ensuring it is inserted fully and facing the 
correct direction. 
Check for misalignment in the needle plate 
or presser foot.

Align fabric properly 
to avoid needle 
deflection.

Presser Foot 
Won't Lift

Broken lever or 
stuck mechanism

Inspect the presser foot lever for damage 
or debris. 
Clean the area around the lever 
mechanism. 
If broken, seek professional repair.

Lubricating the 
mechanism may help 
if it feels stiff.
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Visit Us at www.LetsGetSewin.com

At Let’s Get Sewin’, we’re passionate about all things sewing and embroidery! 
Here’s what we offer:

• Sewing Classes  : Learn the art of sewing from scratch or enhance your skills 
with expert guidance in a friendly, supportive environment.

• Tailoring Services  : Perfectly tailored garments to fit your unique style and 
needs.

• Embroidered Products  : Discover our exclusive line of beautifully 
embroidered items, from tea towels to apparel and beyond.

• Custom Embroidery:   Bring your creative vision to life with personalized 
embroidery projects designed just for you.

Let’s make sewing fun, creative, and stress-free!

Visit us now at www.LetsGetSewin.com!

Your feedback is incredibly important to us—it helps us grow, improve, and continue 
offering the best services possible. If you’ve enjoyed your experience we’d be thrilled if you 
could take a moment to leave us an honest review on Google.

Here’s a quick link to share your thoughts or just scan the QR code below:

It only takes a minute, and your words can make a huge difference. Plus, we love 
hearing about how our work has brought a little extra joy to your life!

Thank you again for your support and for being a part of the Let’s Get Sewin’ 
community. If there’s anything more we can do for you, don’t hesitate to reach out.

Happy Sewin'!
Warm regards,
Let’s Get Sewin’
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