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Boise, Idaho  83709-1657 

 
 

In Reply Refer To: 
3830 (933) 

 
 
 

Enclosed is information about recording mining claims in Idaho.  While there is no general map of existing claims or 
areas open to mineral entry, we do have surface status maps that indicate BLM, Forest, State of Idaho, and privately-
owned lands.  A map index is included at the back of this booklet to help you identify the map and BLM District Office 
that covers your area of interest. 
 
BLM records of land status in Idaho, called Master Title Plats (MTPs), are available for inspection at the Idaho State 
Office or the BLM District Offices for their management area.  These plats show the ownership of lands, and whether or 
not lands are open to mineral entry.  You need to know the legal land description (township, range, section) of the area in 
question in order to use these records.  Paper copies of the MTPs may be purchased for $1.10 each.  MTPs are also 
available for viewing at http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/ under the Land Status Records link.  
 
The official files for mining claims in Idaho are maintained at the Idaho State Office.  These files contain location notices, 
claim maps, and other recorded documents.  Copies of documents in these files are available for a small fee. 
 
Information about unpatented mining claims can be viewed on the Land and Mineral LR2000 web page at 
https://www.blm.gov/lr2000/.  You can search by owner name, mining claim name, serial number assigned to each claim 
(IMC number), or legal land description (meridian, township, range, section).  The legal land description is required when 
searching for claims in a specific area.  A combination of these records and the applicable County’s records should be 
reviewed to be certain about which lands are available for locating mining claims. 
 
We have supplies of the current Maintenance Fee Waiver Certification (BLM Form 3830- 2) and suggested formats for 
the Mining Claim Location Notice, Affidavit of Assessment of Work, Notice of Intent to Hold, Maintenance Fee 
Payment, and Relinquishment.   
 
The Public Room is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, except Federal holidays.  We can also be reached 
by phone at 208-373-3889, or fax 208-373-3899. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
1. What are "locatable minerals"? 
The Mining Law of 1872, as amended, is the major Federal law governing locatable minerals.  This law allows U.S. 
citizens the opportunity to explore for, discover, and purchase certain valuable mineral deposits on Federal lands that are 
open for mining claim location (open to mineral entry).  These mineral deposits include most metallic mineral deposits 
and certain nonmetallic and industrial minerals.  The law sets general standards and guidelines for claiming the possessory 
right to a valuable mineral deposit discovered during exploration.  The Mining Law allows for the enactment of state laws 
governing location and recording to mining claims and sites consistent with Federal law.  Federal regulations 
implementing the Mining Law, including fee schedules, are found at Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) in 
Groups 3700 and 3800. 
 
Originally, all minerals except for coal were obtained under the General Mining Laws, however, Congress has removed 
certain minerals from the operation of the General Mining Law. 

 Leasable Minerals.  Since 1920, the Federal Government has leased fuels and certain other minerals.  Leasable 
minerals today include oil and gas, oil shale, geothermal resources, potash, sodium, native asphalt, solid and 
semisolid bitumen, bituminous rock, phosphate, and coal.  Sulfur is leasable on public lands in Louisiana and 
New Mexico.  

 Mineral Materials.  Since 1947, the Federal Government has sold common varieties of sand, gravel, stone, 
pumice, pumicite, cinders, and ordinary clay.  Use of salable minerals requires either a sales contract or a free use 
permit.  The Forest Service administers the disposal of salable minerals from National Forest System lands. 

 
2.  What is a mining claim? 
A mining claim is a selected parcel of Federal land, valuable for a specific mineral deposit or deposits, for which you have 
asserted a right of possession under the Mining Law.  Your right is restricted to the development and extraction of a 
mineral deposit.  The rights granted by a mining claim protect against a challenge by the United States and other claimants 
only after the discovery of a valuable mineral deposit.  The two types of mining claims are lode and placer.  In addition, 
mill sites and tunnel sites may be located to provide support facilities for lode and placer mining claims (43 CFR Part 
3832).  Generally speaking, a mining claim is referred to as a "lode claim" if mineralization occurs as a vein of ore in 
place, or as a "placer claim" if minerals are dispersed among particles of sand or gravel.  A millsite is used to process 
locatable minerals. 
 
3.  Who may locate mining claims? 
 (43 CFR 3830.3) 
 

- United States citizens who have reached the age of discretion, which in Idaho is 18 
- Legal immigrants who have filed an application for citizenship  
- Business entities organized under the law of any state 
- Duly constituted and appointed agents acting on behalf of locators listed above 

 
4.  Can I file a mining claim on any Federal land? 
Not all Federal lands are open for mining claims.  Mining locations may be made in the States of Alaska, Arizona, 
Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Louisiana, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North 
Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming.  In these States, the BLM manages the public lands and 
the Forest Service manages the National Forest System lands.  The BLM is responsible for the locatable minerals on both 
public lands and National Forest System lands. 
 
You may prospect and locate claims and sites on lands open to mineral entry.  “Open to mineral entry” means that the 
land is open to the location of mining claims or sites under the General Mining Law.  Claims may not be staked in areas 
closed to mineral entry by a special act of Congress, regulation, or public land order – areas that are withdrawn from the 
operation of the mining laws.  Areas withdrawn from location of mining claims include National Parks, National 
Monuments, Indian reservations, most reclamation projects, military reservations, scientific testing areas, most wildlife 
protection areas (such as Federal wildlife refuges), and lands withdrawn from mineral entry for other reasons.  Lands 
withdrawn from power development may be subject to mining location and entry only under certain conditions.  Mining 
claims may not be located on lands that have been: 
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 designated by Congress as part of the National Wilderness Preservation System 
 designated as a wild portion of a Wild and Scenic River, or  
 withdrawn by Congress for study as a Wild and Scenic River. There is usually a 1/4-mile buffer zone withdrawn 

from location of mining claims on either side of a river while the river is being studied for inclusion in the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers System 

Locatable (hard-rock) minerals on most lands acquired by the United States and on Indian reservations are leasable.  The 
Bureau of Indian Affairs is responsible for leasing minerals on Tribal lands and lands held in trust for the benefit of 
individual American Indians. 
 
5.  How do I locate mining claims or sites?  (43 CFR 3832.11) 
(a) You must follow both state and Federal law. 
(b) Your lode or placer claim is not valid until you make a discovery within the boundaries of the claim. 
(c) To locate a claim or site, you must— 
(1) Make certain that the land on which you are locating the claim or site is Federal land that is open to mineral entry 
(2) Stake and monument the corners of a mining claim or site which meets applicable state monumenting requirements 
and the size limitations described in §3832.22 for lode and placer claims, §3832.32 for mill sites, and §3832.42 for tunnel 
sites; 
(3) Post the notice of location in a conspicuous place on the claim or site. The notice must include: 
(i) The name or names of the locators;  
(ii) The date of the location; and  
(iii) A description of the claim or site;  
(iv) The name or number of the claim or site, or both, if the claim or site has both;  
(4) Record the notice or certificate of location in the local recording office and the BLM State Office with jurisdiction 
according to the procedures in part 3833;  
(5) Follow all other relevant state law requirements; and  
(6) Comply with the specific requirements for lode claims, placer claims, mill sites, or tunnel sites in this part. 
 
6. Can I start mining after I file my mining claim? 
BLM Lands - Exploration, mining, and mineral processing activities involving locatable minerals on BLM-administered 
land are controlled by the regulations at 43 CFR Subparts 3715 and 3809 and in Wilderness Study Areas, 43 CFR Subpart 
3802.  Operators are required by these regulations to prevent unnecessary and undue degradation or avoid impairment of 
wilderness characteristics.  Casual use activities are those that would cause negligible disturbance; such as collection of 
rock and mineral specimens with hand tools, hand panning and not involving mechanized equipment or explosives.  
Advanced contact with the BLM Field Office may be required for those intending to conduct casual use in areas where the 
cumulative effects of casual use may cause more than negligible disturbance.  For activities other than casual use, 
operators are required to either submit a notice or a plan of operations.  Notices are submitted for exploration activities 
covering five acres or less and the removal of bulk samples of less than 1,000 tons of presumed ore for testing.  
Exploration on tunnel sites would typically require the filing of a notice.  Notices are filed with the appropriate BLM Field 
Office.  A plan of operations is required for any exploration that would disturb more than five acres, involve bulk 
sampling of 1,000 tons of more of presumed ore for testing, and for operations greater than casual use in special status 
areas as listed at 3809.11(c).  A plan of operations is typically required for operations on mill sites.  Plans are filed with 
the appropriate Field Office.  
 
Use and occupancy of the public lands in association with the development of locatable mineral deposits must be 
approved by the appropriate BLM Field Office; see 43 CFR Subpart 3715.  The location of a mining claim, mill site or 
tunnel site does not give the claimant an exclusive right to surface resources of the claim or site. 
  
National Forest System lands - Exploration and mining activities on lands administered by the Forest Service are subject 
to the regulations of the Secretary of Agriculture in 36 CFR 228(A).  A notice of intent to operate is required from any 
person proposing to conduct operations which might cause significant disturbance of surface resources.  Such notice of 
intent to operate shall be submitted to the district ranger having jurisdiction over the area in which the operations will be 
conducted.  Each notice of intent to operate shall provide information sufficient to identify the area involved, the nature of 
the proposed operations, the route of access to the area of operations, and the method of transport.  Miners wishing to 
prospect or locate claims or sites in National Forests should contact the local Forest Service District Ranger concerning 
questions about operating plans. 
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7.  How do I transfer a mining claim or site? 
 (43 CFR 3833.32) 
(a)  State law governs transferring mining claims or sites.  A transfer is effective in the manner and on the date provided 
by state law, not the date you file it with BLM.  
(b)  You must file in the BLM State Office a notice of the transfer that includes:  
(1)  The name and, if available, the serial number BLM assigned to the claim or site when the notice or certificate of 
location was originally recorded (the person who transferred you ownership or legal interest should have this number);  
(2)  Your name and current mailing address; and  
(3)  A copy of the legal instrument or document that you used to transfer the interest in the claim or site under state law.  
(c)  For each mining claim or site transferred, each transferee must pay the full processing fee specified in the table of 
service charges and fees in §3830.21 of this chapter. 
(d)  BLM will notify the claimant of record with BLM of any action it takes regarding a mining claim or site.  If BLM is 
required by law to give a claimant notice of any new legal requirements, BLM has properly given notice by sending the 
notice to the claimant of record with BLM.  
 
8. How may I transfer, sell, or otherwise convey an association placer mining claim? 
 (43 CFR 3833.33) 
You may transfer, sell, or otherwise convey an association placer mining claim at any time to an equal or greater number 
of mining claimants. If you want to transfer an association placer claim to an individual or an association that is smaller in 
number than the association that located the claim, you— 
(a)  Must have discovered a valuable mineral deposit before the transfer; or  
(b)  Upon notice from BLM, you must reduce the acreage of the claim, if necessary, so that you meet the 20-acre per 
locator limit. 
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Mining Claim Fee Requirements 

ALL NEW CLAIM FILING 
 

DOCUMENT NEEDED DATE DUE TOTAL FEES INCLUDE: 
Notice of Location and Within 90 days of 1)  $20/claim - Processing Fee 
County Recordation location date 2)  $37/claim – One-time Location Fee 

 3) $155/claim initial maintenance Fee 
for lode and placer claims, mill and 
tunnel sites 
See * below Re: placer claims 

 

*Placer claims exceeding 20 acres…………………………………………………….... $155 initial maintenance fee for each 
Must pay additional maintenance fees     add’l 20 acres or portion thereof 

 
 

Claims located & filed with BLM on/before Sept 1……………………………………… $212.00 per claim (See note #1) 
Placer claims exceeding 20 acres..……………………………………………………..$212 + $155.00 for ea add’l 20 acres or 

   portion thereof 
 

Claims located on/before Sept 1 & filed with BLM after Sept 1……………………………$367.00 per claim (See note #2) 
Placer claims exceeding 20 acres…………………………………………...…….…… $367 + $155.00 for ea add’l 20 acres or 

    portion thereof (See note #3) 
 

Note #1: Also, maintenance fee or waiver is due by Sept 1 (of the same calendar year) for the next assessment year. 
Note #2: Or pay $212.00 and file a waiver for the next assessment year, if all claim owners qualify for a waiver. 
Note #3: Placers over 20 acres, pay req’d fees & file a waiver for next assessment year, if all claim owners qualify for a waiver. 

***************************************************************************************** 
WAIVER OF MAINTENANCE FEES 

(All Co-Owners must own no more than 10 claims and/or sites, nationwide) 
 

DOCUMENTS NEEDED DATE DUE PROCESSING FEE 
Maintenance Fee Waiver 
Certification (Form 3830-2) 

On or before Sept 1 None 

Proof of Labor / Affidavit of 
Assessment Work (lode/placer claims only) 

On or before Dec 30 $10/claim 

Notice of Intent to Hold On or before Dec 30 $10/claim 
(mill or tunnel sites, new locations when waiver is filed for upcoming assessment year, or when filing a waiver the year 
following payment of a maintenance fee) 

***************************************************************************************** 
 ANNUAL CLAIMS/SITES MAINTENANCE FEES 

 
DOCUMENT NEEDED DATE DUE FEE 
List of claim names/sites and serial numbers On or before Sept 1 $155/claim (All claims/sites) 

  Plus, $155 for each add’l 20 
  acres or portion thereof 
  for Placer claims. 

***************************************************************************************** 
TRANSFERS AND AMENDMENTS 

DOCUMENT NEEDED DATE DUE PROCESSING FEE 
Transfer - Copy of conveyance document Per State law $10/claim or site/transferee 

Amended Notice of Location Within 90 days of 
County recordation 

$10/claim or site 
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Notes 
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Instructions for Location Notice for Idaho Mining Claims 

1. File with BLM Idaho State Office located at 1387 S Vinnell Way, Boise, ID 83709 within 90 days 
of the date of location. 

2. File with the county in which the claim is located within 90 days of the date of location. 
3. Name of the claim. 
4. Mark the type of claim or site (i.e., lode, placer, mill site, tunnel site). Only one claim type or 

site per location notice. 
5. The location date is the actual date the claim is located on the ground and the corners are 

marked. Note: You have 90 days from the date of location to file with the BLM. 
6. Specify total acreage of claim. 
7. Mark if the claim is located within a power site withdrawal area. 
8. County in which the claim is located. 
9. State where claim is located. 
10. Meridian where claim is located. Note: the Boise Meridian covers the entire State of Idaho. 
11. Write the Township (North or South), which is identified on a BLM surface management map. 
12. Write the Range (East or West), which is identified on a BLM surface management map. 
13. Write the Section (1-36) which is identified on a BLM surface management map. 
14. Placer claims must be described according to the public land survey system and its 

rectangular subdivisions (with limited exceptions). Under the Mining and Reclamation laws, 
the smallest legal subdivision is a quarter-quarter-quarter section of 10 acres.  Two 
contiguous 10-acre quarter-quarter-quarter sections are 20 acres and are 1320’ x 660’. Lode 
claims are described by metes and bounds.     

15. Provide a map or sketch showing the boundaries of your claim accurately enough for the 
BLM to identify your claim or site on the ground.  If you provide a sketch, it must be tied to 
a natural object, permanent monument, or topographic, hydrographic, or man-made 
feature. Note: We suggest attaching a map or a detailed sketch.  

16. From corner monument #1, describe the distance and direction (metes and bounds) to each 
corner. Note: Lode claims are described as metes and bounds and cannot exceed 600’ x 
1500’.  In order to close the claim boundaries, the last corner must be the same as the 
beginning corner as indicated on line #4. 

17. If there is a feature which can easily be identified, use it to further describe the claim. 
18. List all adjoining claims/sites to this claim or site. 
19. Provide the name and mailing address for all locators. All locators should sign the form. 

Note: All locators must meet the age of discretion for their state (Idaho is 18 years of age). 
20. Your legal name. 
21. Claim name, the same name listed in step 3. Mark Lode/Placer/Site as stated in step 4. 
22. Notarized signature required by County for recordation. Notarized signature is not required when 

filing with BLM. 
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EXAMPLE 
LOCATION NOTICE FOR MINING CLAIM 

 
    For Bureau of Land Management Use                              For County Recorder’s Use 
 
 

1.                                                                               2. 
 
 
 

                               
1.  Name of Claim              3.                                 Type of Claim: 4.  (  ) Lode  (  ) Placer  (  ) Mill site  (  ) Tunnel site 
2.  Date of Location     5.                    Total Acres      6.       7. (  ) Claim is located in P.L. 359, Power site Withdrawal 
3.  This claim is located in          8.               County, State of              9.               ,       10.              Meridian, 
Township ___11.____, Range ___12.____, Section ____13.______, Quarter Section____14.____                       __, 
 
Township ______, Range _______, Section _______, Quarter Section _______________________ 
Township ______, Range _______, Section _______, Quarter Section _______________________ 
Township ______, Range _______, Section _______, Quarter Section _______________________ 
Township ______, Range _______, Section _______, Quarter Section _______________________ 
 
4.  The boundaries are described as follows using distance & direction (metes & bound) beginning at corner monument 
where notice is posted which is Corner ___#1_._ 
16. 
Thence ______________________ To Corner or Angle __________ 15. 
Thence ______________________ To Corner or Angle ______      _       
Thence ______________________ To Corner or Angle __________ 
Thence ______________________ To Corner or Angle __________ 
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 
 
IF MORE THAN 4 CORNERS OR ANGLES 
Thence ______________________ To Corner or Angle __________ 
Thence ______________________ To Corner or Angle __________ 
 
Posted location notice is further described as __17.___feet, _____________direction from ____________ (Permanent 
survey monument or natural object, i.e., topographic feature). 
 
The adjoining claims/sites are: __________________18.__________________________________ 
 
5.  Claimant(s)Name and Address: 
Name______________________________________19.___ ______________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________  (Signature) 
______________________________________________ 
Name_________________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________  (Signature) 
______________________________________________ 
 
Name_________________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________  (Signature) 
______________________________________________ 
 
Name_________________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________  (Signature) 
___________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

N  

Page 1 
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Page 2 

Name__________________________________________ _______________________________________ 
Address________________________________________ (Signature) 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
6. AFFIDAVIT OF LOCATOR 
STATE OF                                                   COUNTY OF                                                , SS. 
 

I,  20.  , DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR THAT I AM A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATE OF AMERICA (OR HAVE DECLARED MY 
INTENTION TO BECOME SUCH), AND THAT I AM ACQUAINTED WITH THE MINING GROUND DESCRIBED IN THIS NOTICE OF LOCATION, AND 

HEREWITH CALLED THE            21.            LODE/PLACER CLAIM OR SITE; THAT THE GROUND AND CLAIM/SITE THEREIN 
DESCRIBED OR ANY PART THEREOF HAS NOT, TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF, BEEN PREVIOUSLY LOCATED ACCORDING TO 
THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES AND THIS STATE, OR IF SO LOCATED, THAT THE SAME HAS BEEN ABANDONED OR FORFEITED BY 
REASON OF THE FAILURE OF SUCH FORMER LOCATOR(S) TO COMPLY IN RESPECT THERETO WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF SAID LAWS. 
 

SIGNATURE             22. 
 
State of_____________________ Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me 
County of ___________________)  this ________day of ____________________, 20____. 
 
 
 
(Seal) 
 
__________________________________________________ 
       Notary Public             or County Recorder 
       (my commission expires _____________) 
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MINING CLAIM OR SITE FILING REQUIREMENTS 
 
An Assessment Year runs from September 1st to September 1st 

EXAMPLE: 2018 Assessment Year is Sept. 1, 2017 to Sept. 1, 2018  
 
You must pay an annual maintenance fee, or file a Maintenance Fee Waiver Certification 
(BLM Form 3830-2) on or before September 1st of each year.  To qualify for a waiver, all 
owners and related parties must own 10 or fewer mining claims/sites nationwide.  
 

AND 
 
If you file a waiver, you are required to perform $100 worth of labor on mining claims during the 
assessment year for which you requested a waiver from the maintenance fee (i.e. between Sept 1–Sept 1). 
 

AND 
 
Once you complete the labor, you are required to file an Affidavit of Assessment Work by the December 30 
immediately following the ending of the assessment year for which you requested a waiver.   
 
 
If you switch from paying the maintenance fee to filing a waiver, you must file a Notice of Intent to Hold by 
December 30 immediately following your waiver filing. 
 
If you located and recorded a claim in the current assessment year, the maintenance fee was paid for the 
current assessment year and you are not required to perform labor. You are only required to perform labor 
during the assessment year for which you filed for a waiver from the maintenance fee.  
 
If you located a claim in one assessment year and recorded it with the BLM the following assessment year, 
you are required to pay the initial maintenance fee for the assessment year in which the claim was located 
AND pay the maintenance fee for the current assessment year (in which you recorded the claim with the 
BLM); or file a qualifying waiver simultaneously when you pay the initial maintenance fee for the 
assessment year in which the claim was located.  
 
EXAMPLE: Location date is July 15 and filed with the BLM on Sept. 15  
 
If you have a Mill Site or a Tunnel Site and you request a waiver from the maintenance fees, you are not 
required to perform labor.  However, each year you are required to file a Notice of Intent to Hold by 
December 30 following the filing of a waiver.  

 
 
NOTE: 

 The terms “Proof of Labor” and “Affidavit of Assessment Work” are interchangeable.  
The terms “Waiver” and “Maintenance Fee Waiver Certification” are interchangeable. 
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Maintenance Fee Waiver is due 
on or before Sept 1 of each year 

Due by September 1 or the next business day if this day falls on a 
Sunday or Holiday.  To download the most current forms go to 
https://www.blm.gov/programs/energy‐and‐minerals/mining‐

and‐minerals/about/idaho 
Under title or keyword type in the word: Waiver or 

contact the BLM at 208‐373‐3889 

Page 1 
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SUGGESTED FORMAT 
Use of this format is suggested but not required 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
MAINTENANCE FEE PAYMENT  

FOR PLACER CLAIMS 

Remitter Name:                                                    

Mailing Address:                                                  

City, State, Zip:                                                                             

         Check here if this is a change of address     
 

No. of Claims:                

 

(SEE CHART ON PAGE 2) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
1. The maintenance fee may be paid by cash, check, money order, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

Declining Deposit Account, or credit card (VISA, American Express, Discover, or MasterCard).  
Payments must be remitted to the BLM State Office where your claim is recorded and received on or 
before September 1.  If the payment is mailed, the envelope must be postmarked by a bona fide delivery 
service on or before September 1 and received at the proper BLM State office within 15 calendar days 
after the due date.  Payments may also be made by telephone using a credit card.   

 
2. The maintenance fee for the following claim(s) applies to assessment year ______.  

 
CLAIM NAME BLM SERIAL NO. ACRES IN 

CLAIM 
PAYMENT DUE TO 

THE BLM 
(See Instructions on Page 

2) 
1.                                                                      
2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

6.    

7.    

8.    

9.    

10.    

11.    

12.    

13.    

Maintenance Fee is due on or 
before Sept 1 of each year 

Page 1 
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Page 2 

CLAIM NAME BLM SERIAL NO. ACRES IN 
CLAIM 

PAYMENT DUE TO 
THE BLM 

(See Instructions below) 
14.    

15.    

16.    

17.    

18.    

19.    

20.    

21.    

22.    

23.    

24.    

25.    

26.    

27.    

28.    
          Note: Use a separate sheet for additional claim names, serial numbers, and claimant names and addresses. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 

The Maintenance fee for placer mining claims is paid for every 20 acres of the claim or portion thereof. When making a 
maintenance fee payment for your placer claim, you should make your payment in accordance with the following chart: 

 
Number of acres in the 

claim 
Maintenance Fee Payment Due Per 

Claim 
< = 20acres $155 
>20 acres but < = 40 acres $310 
>40 acres but < = 60 acres $465 
>60 acres but < = 80 acres $620 
>80 acres but < = 100 acres $775 
>100 acres but < = 120 
acres 

$930 

>120 acres but < = 140 
acres 

$1,085 

>140 acres but < = 160 
acres 

$1,240 

>160 acres  Contact the BLM 
Legend:  >  means greater than;  <  means less than;  =  means equal to 

NOTICES 
THE PRIVACY ACT and 43 CFR 2.48(d) require that you be furnished with the following information in connection with the information 
requested by this form. 
AUTHORITY:  30 U.S.C. 28f and 43 CFR 3834 permit collection of the information requested by this form. 
PRINCIPAL PURPOSE:  The BLM will use the information you provide to record the annual maintenance fee payment for the claims listed and to 
verify that payment has been made in accordance with 30 U.S.C. 28f and 43 CFR part 3834. 
ROUTINE USES:  The BLM will only disclose this information in accordance with the provisions at 43 CFR 2.56(b) and (c). 
EFFECT OF NOT PROVIDING INFORMATION:  Disclosure of the requested information is required by 30 U.S.C. 28f and 43 CFR part 3834 
for claimants paying the annual maintenance fee.  The use of this specific form when paying the maintenance fee is optional. However, when paying 
the maintenance fee, it is the requested information on this form that is required to be submitted along with the fee. Failure to submit all the required  
information will delay the BLM’s processing of the information and may preclude the BLM’s acceptance of the maintenance fee payment, which 
may result in forfeiture of the mining claim(s) by the claimant.  
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SUGGESTED FORMAT 
Use of this format is suggested but not required 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
MAINTENANCE FEE PAYMENT  

FOR LODE CLAIMS, MILL SITES, AND TUNNEL SITES 

Remitter Name:                                                         

Mailing Address:                                                       

City, State, Zip:                                                         

         Check here if this is a change of address         
 

No. of claims/sites:         

 

Total due to BLM $        

1. The maintenance fee may be paid by cash, check, money order, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
Declining Deposit Account, or credit card (VISA, American Express, Discover, or MasterCard).  
Payments must be remitted to the BLM State Office where your claim or site is recorded and received 
on or before September 1.  If the payment is mailed, the envelope must be postmarked by a bona fide 
delivery service on or before September 1 and received at the proper BLM State office within 15 
calendar days after the due date.  Payments may also be made by telephone using a credit card.   

 
2. The maintenance fee for the following claim(s) applies to assessment year _______.  

 
CLAIM/SITE NAME BLM SERIAL NO. 

1.                                                                                  
2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

  

 

Page 1 

Maintenance Fee is due on or 
before Sept 1 of each year 
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Page 2 

CLAIM/SITE NAME BLM SERIAL NO. 

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.   

21.  

22.  

23.  

24.  

25.  

26.  

27.  

28.  

29.  

30.  

31.  

32.  

33.  

34.  

35.  

36.  

37.  

38.  

39.  

40.  
        Note: Use a separate sheet for additional claim names, serial numbers, and claimant names and addresses. 

 
NOTICES 

 
THE PRIVACY ACT and 43 CFR 2.48(d) require that you be furnished with the following information in connection with the 
information requested by this form. 
AUTHORITY:  30 U.S.C. 28f and 43 CFR 3834 permit collection of the information requested by this form. 
PRINCIPAL PURPOSE:  The BLM will use the information you provide to record the annual maintenance fee payment for the 
claim(s) or site(s) listed and to verify that payment has been made in accordance with 30 U.S.C. 28f and 43 CFR part 3834. 
ROUTINE USES:  The BLM will only disclose this information in accordance with the provisions at 43 CFR 2.56(b) and (c). 
EFFECT OF NOT PROVIDING INFORMATION:  Disclosure of the requested information is required by 30 U.S.C. 28f and 43 
CFR part 3834 for claimants paying the annual maintenance fee.  The use of this specific form when paying the maintenance fee is 
optional. However, when paying the maintenance fee, it is the requested information on this form that is required to be submitted 
along with the fee.  Failure to submit all the required information will delay the BLM’s processing of the information and may 
preclude the BLM’s acceptance of the maintenance fee payment, which may result in forfeiture of the mining claim(s) or site(s) by the 
claimant.  
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NOTES 
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Instructions for Affidavit of Assessment Work 
 

1. File with the BLM Idaho State Office located at 1387 S. Vinnell Way, Boise, ID 83709 on or before Dec 
30.  Envelopes postmarked by the due date must be received at the BLM Idaho State Office within fifteen 
(15) days of the postmarked date. 

2. File with the County in which the claim is located within 60 days after the end of the assessment year. 
3. The County in which the claim is located. 
4. State where claim is located. 
5. One or more of the owner’s names. 
6. Current year. 
7. Signature. 
8. Address of person filing the document. 
9. Notarized signature required for County recordation.  Not required when filing with BLM. 
10. IMC Number(s) and Claim Name(s) 
11. $10 per claim processing fee 
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Page 1 

Proof of Labor (Affidavit of 
Assessment Work) is due on 
or before December 30th if 
required. 
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Page 2 
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NOTES 
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Instructions for Notice of Intent to Hold 
 
 

1. File with the Idaho Bureau of Land Management located at 1387 S. Vinnell Way, Boise, ID, 83709 
2. File with the county in which the claim or site is located 
3. Current Calendar Year 
4. You must check one of the reasons for filing a Notice of Intent to Hold. NOI must be filed annually on 

or before December 30 if you have a mill or tunnel site, unless you pay the maintenance fee every 
year. If you file a waiver on a claim located before September 1 (whether the claim is recorded before 
or after September 1) you must file a Notice of Intent to Hold by December 30 of the location year. A 
Notice of Intent to Hold must be filed for the first calendar year because assessment work is not 
required for the assessment year in which the claim is located. Processing fees must be paid at the 
time of filing or the document will be returned unprocessed. 

5. Owner’s Signature, Address, and Date 
6. Notarized signature required for County recordation.  Not required when filing with BLM. 
7. IMC Number(s)  
8. Claim or Site Name(s) 
9. $10 per claim or site processing fee 
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Page 1 

Notice of Intent To Hold is 
due on or before December 
30th if required. 
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Page 2 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE 

INTERIOR BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Idaho State Office 

1387 S. Vinnell Way 
Boise, ID 83709 

SUGGESTED FORMAT 

RELINQUISHMENT 

I hereby relinquish my interest in the following mining claims: 
 

1. IMC: 1.  IMC number Claim Name: 2.Claim Name 

2. IMC: Claim Name: 

3. IMC: Claim Name: 

4. IMC: Claim Name: 

5. IMC: Claim Name: 

6. IMC: Claim Name: 

7. IMC: Claim Name: 

8. IMC: Claim Name: 

9. IMC: Claim Name: 

10. IMC: Claim Name: 

11. IMC: Claim Name: 

12. IMC: Claim Name: 

13. IMC: Claim Name: 

14. IMC: Claim Name: 

15. IMC: Claim Name: 

Name (please print): 3.  Person relinquishing claim 

Signature: Date:  5. Date Signed 
 

Address:		4.		Address	of	Person	relinquishing	the	claim	

 
 

Pursuant to 43 U.S.C. 1212 and 18 U.S.C. Section 1001, the filing or recording of a false, fictitious, or fraudulent document with the Bureau of Land Management 
may result in a fine of up to $250,000, a prison term not to exceed five years, or both. This information is being collected to enable BLM to determine which claims 
their owner(s) wish to continue to hold under applicable Federal statute. A response is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with Section 314 of the Federal 
Land and Policy Management Act of 1976, as amended, 43 U.S.C. 299, and 30 U.S.C. 28f-k, as amended. This authority to collect personal information may be 
found in DOI Privacy Act System Notice LLM-32. The name and address are required for filing and retrieval purposes.  Additional authority: 43 U.S.C. 1601, 43 
U.S.C. 1701, and  42 U.S.C. 4601. 

 

IMPORTANT	NOTICE:	
The information may be submitted in this format or its local equivalent. Use of this format is suggested but not required. It is not copyrighted and may be reproduced 
without restriction. 

 
Because applicable state laws determine certain requirements, check with your local State and Federal agencies to ensure that all requirements are met. 
 
 

No charge to file with BLM 
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Helpful Websites 
 
 IDAHO PUBLIC ROOM:  https://www.blm.gov/media/public-room/idaho  

 
 LR2000: Status of Active and Closed Mining Claims:  https://www.blm.gov/lr2000/index.htm (See 

pages 33-36 for LR2000 Instructions) 
 
 BLM PAY PORTAL: For payments on mining claims and sites 

            https://payp.blm.gov/eppcore/home 
 
 MINING CLAIM FORMS & BLM IDAHO MINING AND MINERALS PAGE:  

https://www.blm.gov/programs/energy-and-minerals/mining-and-minerals/about/idaho  
 

 BLM General Land Office (GLO): https://www.glorecords.blm.gov/default.aspx 
 

 U.S. CODE, Title 30 (MINERAL LANDS AND MINING), Chapter 2:   
            https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2015-title30/pdf/USCODE-2015-title30-chap2.pdf 
 
 Code of Federal Regulations, Title 43 Public Lands: Interior, PART 3832--LOCATING MINING 

CLAIMS OR SITES:   
            https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2015-title43-vol2/pdf/CFR-2015-title43-vol2-part3832.pdf     
             
 Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR):  

https://idwr.idaho.gov/streams/recreational-mining-permits.html 
  

 State of Idaho Title 47 Idaho Statutes on Mining: 
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title47/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



33 
 

RUN REPORTS USING BLM’S LR2000: 
 

STEP # 1: Go to   https://www.blm.gov/lr2000/index.htm .Ensure your browser meets the minimum requirements. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Step # 2 Click on Run Reports 
 



34 
 

 
 
Step # 3 Click on Pub MC Geo Report 
 

 
 
 
Step # 4 Click on Meridian Township Range to search an entire township 
                                                             Or 
Click on Meridian Township Range Section to search Particular Section in a township  
 
 
  

Then click select criteria 
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Step # 5  Set Admin State to Idaho                                                            
   Set Case Disposition 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Step #7 Put in your 
Township, Range, Section 

and Directions 

Step #6 Select the Meridian‐This 
will be Boise for Idaho 

Step #8 Click on Add to MTR List 
to place in the window below 

Step #10 Click on run report 

Step #9 Click Select All 
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Step #11 Click on PDF 

Step #12 
Make sure that a ? mark is not 
showing, if so, repeat Step #10 

Step #13 Select Banner Page in the drop 
down menu then click on Go 
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IDAHO BLM STATE, DISTRICT AND FIELD OFFICE CONTACTS 
 
 
 

State Office 
1387 S Vinnell Way 

Boise, ID 83709 
(208) 373-4000 (general) 

(208) 373-3889 (IAC) 
(208) 373-3899 fax 

Boise District              
3948 Development Ave 
Boise, ID 83705 
(208) 384-3300 
(208) 384-3326 fax 

  Twin Falls District  
2878 Addison Ave East 
Twin Falls, ID 83301 
(208) 735-2060 
(208) 735-2076 fax 

  Idaho Falls District  
1405 Hollipark Drive 
Idaho Falls, ID 83401  
(208) 524-7500  
(208) 524-7505 fax  

  Coeur d'Alene District 
3815 Schreiber Way 
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83815 
(208) 769-5000  
(208) 769-5050 fax 

Bruneau Field Office 
3948 Development Avenue  
Boise, ID 83705  
(208) 384-3300  
(208) 384-3326 fax 

Burley Field Office 
15 East 200 South 
Burley, ID 83318 
(208) 677-6600 
(208) 677-6699 fax  

Challis Field Office 
721 East Main Avenue  
Suite 8 
Challis, ID 83226  
(208) 879-6200 
(208) 879-6219 fax  

Coeur d'Alene Field Office 
3815 Schreiber Way 
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83815 
(208) 769-5000 
(208) 769-5050 fax  

Four Rivers Field Office 
3948 Development Avenue  
Boise, ID 83705  
(208) 384-3300  
(208) 384-3326 fax 

Jarbidge Field Office 
2878 Addison Ave East 
Twin Falls, ID 83301 
(208) 735-2060 
(208) 736-2076 fax 

Pocatello Field Office 
4350 Cliffs Drive 
Pocatello, ID 83204 
(208) 478-6340  
(208) 478-6376 fax 

Cottonwood Field Office 
1 Butte Drive 
Cottonwood, ID 83522 
(208) 962-3245 
(208) 962-3275 fax 

Owyhee Field Office 
20 First Avenue West 
Marsing, ID 83639 
(208) 896-5912 
(208) 896-5940 fax 

Shoshone Field Office 
400 West F Street  
Shoshone, ID 83352 
(208) 732-7200 
(208) 732-7317 fax 

Salmon Field Office 
1206 South Challis Street 
Salmon, ID 83467 
(208) 756-5400 
(208) 756-5436 fax  

  

  Craters of the Moon Field 
Office 
400 West F Street  
Shoshone, ID 83352 
(208) 732-7200 
(208) 732-7317 fax 

Upper Snake Field Office 
1405 Hollipark Drive 
Idaho Falls, ID 83401  
(208) 524-7500  
(208) 524-7505 fax 
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County Offices in Idaho 
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BOISE NATIONAL FOREST 
1249 S. Vinnell Way, #200 

Boise, Idaho 83709  
Phone (208) 373-4100 

Fax (208) 373-4111 

 Cascade Ranger District 
Hwy 55 
P.O. Box 696 
Cascade, Idaho 83611 
Phone (208) 382-7400 
Fax (208) 382-7480 

Emmett Ranger District 
1805 Highway 16, Room 5 
Emmett, Idaho 83617 
Phone (208) 365-7000 
Fax (208) 365-7037 

 Idaho City Ranger District 
Highway 21, milepost 38.5 
P.O. Box 129 
Idaho City, Idaho 83631 
Phone (208) 392-6681 
Fax (208) 392-6684 

 Lowman Ranger District 
7359 Hwy 21 
Lowman, Idaho 83637 
Phone (208) 259-3361 
Fax (208) 295-3366 

 Mountain Home Ranger Dist. 
3080 Industrial Way. 
Mountain Home, Idaho 83647 
Phone (208) 587-7961 
Fax (208) 587-9217 

CARIBOU-TARGHEE NATIONAL FOREST 
1405 Hollipark Drive  

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401 
Phone (208) 524-7500 

Fax (208) 557-5827 

 
 

Ashton/Island Park Ranger Dist. 
Ashton Office 
46 S Hwy 20, P.O. Box 858 
Ashton, Idaho 83420 
Phone (208) 652-7442 
Fax (208) 652-7863 

Ashton / Island Park Ranger 
District, Island Park Office 
3726 Highway 20 
Island Park, Idaho 83429 
Phone (208) 558-7301 
Fax (208) 558-7812 

 Dubois Ranger District 
98 N. Oakley, P.O. Box 46 
Dubois, Idaho 83423 
Phone (208) 374-5422 
Fax (208) 374-5623 

 Montpelier Ranger District 
322 North 4th Street 
Montpelier, Idaho 83254 
Phone (208) 847-0375 
Fax (208) 847-3426 

 Palisades Ranger District 
3659 East Ririe Highway 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401 
Phone (208) 523-1412 
Fax (208) 523-1418 

Soda Springs Ranger District 
410 E Hooper Ave 
Soda Springs, Idaho 83276 
Phone (208) 547-4356 
Fax (208) 547-2235 

 Teton Basin Ranger District 
495 S Main, P.O. Box 777 
Driggs, Idaho 83422 
Phone (208) 354-2312 
Fax (208) 354-8505 

 Westside Ranger District 
Malad Office 
195 South 300 East 
Malad, Idaho 83254 
Phone (208) 766-5900 
Fax (208) 766-5914 

 Westside Ranger District 
Pocatello Office 
4350 Cliffs Drive 
Pocatello, Idaho 83204 
Phone (208) 236-7500 
Fax (208) 236-7503 

IDAHO PANHANDLE NATIONAL FORESTS 
3815 Schreiber Way 

Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 83815 
Phone (208) 765-7223 

Fax (208) 765-7307 

Bonners Ferry Ranger District 
6286 Main Street 
Bonners Ferry, Idaho 83805 
Phone (208) 267-5561 
Fax (208) 267-6754 

 Coeur d’Alene River Ranger 
District, Fernan Office 
2502 E Sherman Avenue 
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 83814 
Phone (208) 664-2318 
Fax (208) 769-3062 

 Coeur d’Alene River Ranger 
District, Silver Valley Office 
173 Commerce Drive 
Smelterville, Idaho 83868 
Phone (208) 783-2100 
Fax (208) 783-2154 

 Priest Lake Ranger District 
32203 Hwy 57 
Priest River Idaho 83856 
Phone (208) 443-2512 
Fax (208) 443-6845 

Sandpoint Ranger District 
1602 Ontario St 
Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 
Phone (208) 263-5111 
Fax (208) 265-6670 

 St. Joe Ranger District,  
Avery Office 
34 Hoyt Drive 
Avery, Idaho 83802 
Phone (208) 245-4517 
Fax (208) 245-6246 

 St. Joe Ranger District, 
St. Maries Office 
222 S 7th Street, Suite 1 
St. Maries, Idaho 83861 
Phone (208) 245-2531 
Fax (208) 245-6052 

  

NEZ PERCE-CLEARWATER NATIONAL FORESTS 
903 3rd Street 

Kamiah, ID 83536 
(208) 935-2513 

Lochsa/Powell Ranger District 
502 Lowry Street  
Kooskia, ID 83539  
Phone (208) 926-4274  
Fax (208) 926-6450 

 Moose Creek Ranger District 
831 Selway Road  
Kooskia, ID 83539  
Phone (208) 926-4258  
Fax (208) 926-8925 

 Nez Perce-Clearwater Forests 
(Grangeville Office)  
104 Airport Road  
Grangeville, ID 83530  
Phone (208) 983-1950  
Fax (208) 983-4099 

 North Fork Ranger District  
12730 Highway 12  
Orofino, ID 83544  
Phone (208) 476-4541  
Fax (208) 476-8329 

Palouse Ranger District  
1700 Highway 6  
Potlatch, ID 83855  
Phone (208) 875-1131  
Fax (208) 875-1133 

 Red River Ranger District  
300 American River Road 
Elk City, Idaho 83525 
Phone (208) 842-2245 
Fax (208) 842-2150 

 Salmon River Ranger District 
304 Slate Creek 
White Bird, Idaho 83554 
Phone (208) 839-2211 
Fax (208) 839-2730 
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PAYETTE NATIONAL FOREST 
500 North Mission Street 

McCall, Idaho 83638 
Phone (208) 634-0700 

Fax (208) 634-0744 

Council Ranger District 
2092 Highway 95 
P.O. Box 567 
Council, Idaho 83612 
Phone (208) 253-0100 
Fax (208) 253-0109 

 Krassel Ranger District 
500 North Mission 
McCall, Idaho 83638 
Phone (208) 634-0600 
Fax (208) 634-0634 

 McCall Ranger District 
102 West Lake Street 
McCall, Idaho 83638 
Phone (208) 634-0400 
Fax (208) 634-0433 

 New Meadows Ranger District 
3674 US 95 
PO Box J 
New Meadows, Idaho 83654 
Phone (208) 347-0300 
Fax (208) 347-0309 

Weiser Ranger District 
851 East 9th 
Weiser, Idaho 83672 
Phone (208) 549-4200 
Fax (208) 549-4209 

      

SALMON-CHALLIS NATIONAL FOREST 
1206 S Challis Street 
Salmon, Idaho 83467 
Phone (208) 756-5100 

Fax (208) 756-5151 

Challis-Yankee Fork Ranger 
District 
311 N. US Highway 93 
Challis, Idaho 83226 
Phone (208) 879-4100 
Fax (208) 879-4199 

 Leadore Ranger District 
103 Ranger Street 
P.O. Box 180 Hwy 28 
Leadore, Idaho 83464 
Phone (208) 768-2500 
Fax (208) 768-2502 

 Lost River Ranger District 
716 W Custer 
P.O. Box 507 
Mackay, Idaho 83251 
Phone (208) 588-3400 
Fax (208) 588-2924 

 Middle Fork Ranger District 
311 N. US Highway 93 
Challis, Idaho 83226 
Phone (208) 879-4101 
Fax (208) 879-4198 

North Fork Ranger District 
11 Casey Road 
P.O. Box 180 
North Fork, Idaho 83466 
Phone (208) 865-2700 
Fax (208) 865-2739 

 Salmon/Cobalt Ranger 
District 
311 McPherson Street 
Salmon, Idaho 83467 
Phone (208) 756-5200 
Fax (208) 756-5154 

    

SAWTOOTH NATIONAL FOREST 
2647 Kimberly Road East 
Twin Falls, Idaho 83301 
Phone (208) 737-3200 

Fax (208) 737-3236 

Fairfield Ranger District 
P.O. Box 189 
102 First Street East 
Fairfield, Idaho 83327 
Phone (208) 764-3202 
Fax (208) 764-3211 

 Ketchum Ranger District 
P.O. Box 2356 
206 Sun Valley Road 
Ketchum, Idaho 83340 
Phone (208) 622-5371 
Fax (208) 622-3923 

 Minidoka Ranger District 
2306 Hiland Avenue 
Burley, Idaho 83318 
Phone (208) 678-0430 
Fax (208) 678-4878 

 Sawtooth Nat’l Recreation Area 
5 North Fork Canyon Road 
Ketchum, Idaho 83340 
Phone (208) 727-5000 
Fax (208) 727-5029 

Sawtooth Nat’l Recreation 
Area 
Stanley Office 
HC 64, Box 9900 
Stanley, Idaho 83278 
Phone (208) 774-3000 

      

 
 
 
 


