
Hello CLA Members,

As we wrap up 2024, I hope you all enjoyed a wonderful summer? time really does fly, and now there?s snow on the ground as I 
write this! The CLA board had a productive and meaningful year, working together to make positive strides in improving our water 
quality. Here?s a quick recap of what we accomplished:

First, a huge thank you to the Events committee for organizing the shoreline restoration plant giveaway at our May Spring Fling. 
Planting these in your yard directly supports better water quality? a small but impactful action!

We also worked closely with the DNR on curly leaf pondweed spraying. Since 
there?s often some confusion around the purpose of the signature request for 
this, be sure to check out our article that clarifies the difference between 
DNR-sponsored weed spraying and private treatments.

The lake concert was a hit once again this summer, despite the wind - Thanks 
Carolyn for all your work to pull this event off!  And at fair time, Joe and Terry did 
an outstanding job showcasing CLA? thanks to everyone who volunteered! We 
truly couldn?t do it without you.

This year, we celebrated record membership and were pleased to welcome two 
new directors that were voted into the board, Jason Ehret and Jeff Lee, who will 
join the water quality committee and bring fresh perspectives to our initiatives.

Looking ahead to 2025, the board is actively setting new goals and initiatives, 
which we?ll share at the start of the year. We?d love to see everyone at our May 
meeting and encourage you to get involved! Our board is entirely volunteer-run, 
so if you or your neighbors are interested in lending a hand, it would mean so 
much to the continued success of our efforts. Let?s work towards getting every 
household on Cross Lake and the Snake River involved!

Here?s to a fantastic 2024, and an even better 2025!

Warmly,
Rachel Wheeler
President, CLA

Fall/Winter 2024

UPDATE:  

The m em ber s unanim ously 
voted " yes"  at  the Septem ber  
m eet ing to i ncr ease our  
year ly dues to $40.  What  w i l l  
we do w i th  the m oney?

- Cont inued lake sur veys
- Cont inue handing out  

l ake shor e stabi l i zat i on 
plants i n  May.

- Cont r i bute to help w i th  
pr ivate weed spr aying

- Fun events on the l ake 
(r em inder  we need 
volunteer s!)

- Postage has gone up - we 
know the m ajor i t y st i l l  
l i ke pr i nted updates

- Adver t i si ng to i ncr ease 
m em ber ship

- Ex plor e the NanoBubbler  
- check  out  the ar t i cl e i n  
the newslet ter  

Thank  you for  your  cont inued 
suppor t , we cant  do th i s w i thout  
you!

The Crossings

PRESIDENT'S LETTER 

MEMBERSHIP

By: Rachel  wheel er  

Don't 
forget to renew 

your membership 
for 2025!  We need 
everyone to keep 
improving the lake!



Jason Ehr et

Meet  t he new boar d member s

We are moving the 4th of July 
boat parade to Saturday, July 1 
w ith a r ain back up date to 
Sunday, July 2

NO THEME this year , give us 
your  best decorated boat.  
There w i l l  be off icial judges this 
year  from the community.

Dir ector

Water  Quali ty Committee

Jef f  l ee
Director

Water  Quali ty Committee

2025 DATES
January 11 Wint er  Mem bership Event

320 Brewery

4:00-6:00pm

May 24 Mem bership Meet ing

Pine Cit y Library

9:00 - 10:30

July 4 Boat  Parade (rain back  
up dat e July 5)

July 31st  - 

Aug. 3  Pine Count y Fair

August  23rd Concer t  on t he Lake

Sept . 6t h Mem bership Meet ing

` Pine Cit y Library

9:00 - 10:30

Mar k your  cal endar s!



That 's a w rap on 2024!

This year we increased our number 
of members, however donations 
were less than previous years.  Below 
is a breakdown on year over year.  
Thank you to all the members, we 
can't do this without your support!  

Year  over  Year  

2024

234 Members

 $10,885 in dues

2023

229 Mem bers

$10,665.00 in dues

2022

199 Mem bers

$13,601.00 in dues

Look ing Ahead t o 2025

Next year, our board is excited to expand 
our efforts. Here?s what?s coming up:

- New Init iat ives: We?ll continue to 
focus on water quality improvement, 
with projects planned in 
collaboration with environmental 
partners.

- Educat ional Out reach : Watch for 
new articles, meetings, and hands-on 
activities to help members learn 
more about lake preservation.

- Increased Volunt eer  
Oppor t unit ies: We?ll need extra 
hands for events and projects. If 
you?re interested in helping out or 
know someone who might be, please 
reach out!

We hope to see all members join us in 
making 2025 another impactful year for 
Cross Lake. Spread the word to neighbors 
and friends? becoming a CLA member is 
one of the most effective ways to support 
our shared goals and keep our lake vibrant 
for generations to come.

Thank you again for your continued 
support, and here?s to an exciting year 
ahead!

LET'S CRUSH 2025! 
PLEASE TALK TO YOUR NEIGHBORS, WE  NEED   EVERYONE 
ON THE LAKE/ RIVER TO BECOME A MEMBER!

THANKS TO   OUR MEMBERS!

2024 Member ship Updat e 



Wat er  Qual it y Updat e   



We r eceive the m ost  i nqui r i es ar ound spr aying!   
Ther e ar e two di f fer ent  weed spr aying pr ogr am s 
that  ar e tak ing place cur r ent ly.  Her e i s the 
br eakdown:

DNR SPONSORED WEED SPRAYING:

Each year  the boar d wor ks to secur e funds to have 
the county cover  spr aying for  cur ly l eaf  &  eur asion 
m i l foi l .  The last  couple year s w i th  the h igh water s 
i n  the spr ing the DNR has not  spr ayed for  m i l foi l .  
However , th i s year  they did spr ay a few  spots for  
cur ly l eaf .

NOTE:  i n  or der  for  the DNR to spr ay i n  f r ont  of  
your  hom e, you need to go on our  websi te at  
cr osslakeassociat i on.or g and elect r on i cal l y 
sign the weed spr ay for m .  We then 
download al l  of  these and send to the 
DNR.  By sign ing th i s for m , i t  does not  
m ean that  you w i l l  be spr ayed, i t  sim ply 
m eans that  they have your  signatur e 
and should your  shor el i ne need to be 
spr ayed they w i l l  do i t .  Wi thout  your  
signatur e, they w i l l  not  spr ay your  ar ea.  
The for m  has been updated on the 
websi te to r ef l ect  2025, we would 
encour age you to f i l l  i t  out  and then you ar e 
al l  set  should your  pr oper ty need spr aying.

Pr ivate Weed Spr aying:

This i s wher e you need to contact  Aquat i c 
Conser vat i on Ser v i ces and ar r ange for  them  to 

com e out  to your  pr oper ty and deter m ine what  
they need to spr ay for .  In  addi t i on, ther e i s 

a cost  to you the hom eowner  to have your  
pr oper ty spr ayed.  

I t 's im por tant  to sign up for  th i s ear ly, 
as they al so need to secur e a DNR 
per m i t  to spr ay by Mar ch 1st .  We have 
had sever al  hom eowner s take 

advantage of  thei r  ser v i ce and see a 
di f fer ence.

  

Her e i s the i n for m at ion needed to r each out  to 
them :

Call(763) 257-5852

Email:

aquaticconservationservices@gmail.com

YOU   MUST   SIGN 
ONLINE!

Wat er  Qual it y Updat e   

DNR Weed spr aying  vs. Pr ivat e



YOU  can  make a 
dif f er ence!

Wat er  Qual it y Updat e 

Lake homeowners play a crucial role in maintaining and improving 
water quality. Here are some impactful actions you can take:

1. Im plem ent  Nat ive Shoreline Plant ing: Planting native vegetation along the 
shoreline helps prevent erosion, reduces runoff, and provides natural filtration 
for pollutants before they enter the lake. Native plants also offer habitats for 
local wildlife.

2. Minim ize Fer t i l izer  and Pest icide Use: Chemicals from fertilizers and 
pesticides can run off into the lake, leading to harmful algae blooms and 
pollution. If you need to fertilize, opt for phosphorus-free, slow-release fertilizers 
and apply sparingly.

3. Proper ly Dispose of  Yard Wast e: Avoid raking leaves, grass clippings, or other 
debris into the lake, as they can contribute to nutrient buildup and fuel algae 
growth. Compost yard waste or dispose of it in designated waste collection 
areas.

4. Use Eco-Fr iendly Lawn Care: If you?re near the lake, consider a ?no-mow? zone 
or leave an area of natural vegetation to reduce runoff. When mowing, direct 
clippings away from the lake to keep excess nutrients out.

5. Inspect  and Maint ain Sept ic Syst em s: Ensure your septic system is in good 
working order and schedule regular inspections. Faulty septic systems can leak 
nutrients and contaminants into the lake, affecting water quality.

6. Lim it  Hard Sur faces on Proper t y: Consider reducing hardscape (e.g., 
driveways, patios) and use permeable materials when possible. This can help 
decrease stormwater runoff and prevent pollutants from reaching the lake.

7. Prevent  Soil Erosion : Stabilize any areas prone to erosion with plants, retaining 
walls, or other structures. Reducing soil erosion minimizes sediment and 
nutrients entering the water, keeping it cleaner.

8. Avoid Feeding Wat er fow l : Feeding ducks, geese, or other waterfowl attracts 
more birds, which leads to increased waste and nutrient buildup in the lake.

9. Pract ice Responsible Boat ing: When boating, avoid stirring up sediment in 
shallow areas, which can release nutrients that promote algae growth. Be 
mindful of invasive species and clean your boat, trailer, and gear thoroughly 
after each use.

10. Get  Involved: Join your lake association or volunteer in local water quality 
initiatives to stay informed and contribute to larger conservation efforts.

Every small action makes a big difference when it comes to lake health!



Nanobubble Inform at ion 



Get  your  gear  f or  t he l ake!

We have par t nered w it h our  very own Lee's Pro Shop in  
Pine Cit y.  Not  only w il l  you suppor t  t he CLA, you are 
suppor t ing local.  Visit  Crosslakeassociat ion.org t o order !

http://crosslakeassociation.org


What a year  i t 's been!  We hope that you are 
al l  looking for ward to 2025.   To r ecap just a 
few  of the accomplishments from the board. 

- 2024 Updated water quality 
report (just received data and will 
update on the website)

- 6 Add?l kids signed took the boating 
safety course

- Brought the fair back - shoutout to 
Joe and Terry!

- Supplied shoreline restoration 
plants to members in May - we have 

seen some pretty plants on the 
shore!

- Concert on the Lake - Pine City Food 
Shelf Donation of $245 

We are always looking to improve and would 
encourage you to emai l us honest, candid 
feedback that w i l l  only help us to improve.  
In addition, making sure that we are 
accomplishing what you are looking for  on 
the lake.  

The team is open to al l  new  ideas, anything to 
br ing people together  on the lake.  Consider  
joining a committee, attending events,  
star ting a club, volunteer ing, the 
oppor tuni ties are endless. 

As we w rap up the 2024 season, we want to 
THANK YOU ALL, we couldn't do this w ith 
ever yone of our  members.  Please feel fr ee to 
r each out to us at anytime, we would love to 
hear  from you on how  to better  the lake!

We will see you on the lake this winter!  
Maybe some snow golf, or grumpy old men ice 
fishing weekend....

Let 's br ing  on wint er !

We want  t o hear  f rom  you!



Forwarding Service Requested

Cross Lake Association
P.O. Box 325
Pine City, MN 55063

Serving Cross Lake and t he Lower  Snake River

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Member ship year  r uns  Januar y 1 t hr ough december  31, 2025
Online registration and payment are available on our website at crosslakeassociat ion.org

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________________________________________

Pine City Address if different from above:

______________________________________________________________________________________

                   

                     Let 's be green, please em ail m e m y newslet t er !

I WANT TO GET INVOLVED!

Water Quality                 Fisheries

             Board Member              Fair Booth

             Freedom Fest                 Parade

             Events                  Other special skill or talent:

                                                       _____________________________

http://crosslakeassociation.org
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