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From Pastor’s Pen...

After this I looked, and
behold, a great multitude that
no one could number, from
every nation, from all tribes
and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their
hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation

belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb!” (Rev 7:9-10)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Every year since I’ve been here, the
November newsletter has always focused on
the concept of “giving thanks,” which only
makes sense. EVERYONE in America
observes the day that is “Thanksgiving” on
the last Thursday of every November
(whether they want to or not). This has been
the case since President Abraham Lincoln
first issued a proclamation in 1863 making
the last Thursday in November a “national
day of Thanksgiving and Praise.”

Here’s the thing: Do you notice how
the whole concept of “thanksgiving,”
particularly in November, immediately
focuses us on the end of the month? I’m not
even going to get into how a day that was
intended to thank and praise our Lord for all
His gifts and blessings to us has largely
given way to football and shopping.
Thanksgiving Day is now treated by so
many as simply the day before Black Friday.
But... like I said, I’'m not going to get into

all this. I’ve already addressed it in all the
other November newsletters.

Instead, I want to focus your
thanksgiving attention on the beginning of
the month; the very first day of the month,
as a matter of fact. November 1 is known in
the Christian Church as “All Saints Day.”
Christians have observed/celebrated All
Saints Day as a formal “feast day” since the
early 600s. The whole reason, from its
inception, was to give thanks to God for the
all faithful who’ve come before us; 1.€.,
those who lived, taught, and modeled proper
and God-pleasing faith in their daily lives.
We’re NOT worshipping the saints! Rather,
like the Apology of the Augsburg
Confession so clearly states, (Art XXI):
First, we thank God for giving faithful
servants to His Church. Second, through
such remembrance our faith is strengthened
as we see the mercy that God extended to
His saints of old. Third, these saints are
examples both of faith and of holy living to
imitate according to our calling in life.” In
a nutshell, we’re giving thanks to God for
those saints; for the roles they played in our
lives and in the life of the holy Christian
Church on earth.

Do we honor and give thanks to God
for heroic pillars of the faith like St. Paul, St.
Peter, and any of the many other martyrs
who shed their blood and died on account of
the faith? Absolutely. However... we also
honor and give thanks to God for the “closer
to home saints” He placed in our lives; i.e.,
those who lived, taught, and modeled proper
and God-pleasing faith in their daily lives...
and our own daily lives too; e.g.,
grandparents, parents, teachers, pastors, etc.
We give thanks to God for their examples of
“repentant faithfulness.”
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The “repentant” part is key here!
Were these saints perfect in their earthly
lives? By no means. (Neither were Sts.
Paul, Peter, or anyone not named “Jesus
Christ, Son of God.”) But it’s here in their
sinful imperfections that they led by faithful
example. They acknowledged their
sinfulness. They confessed their sins. They
didn’t make excuses for their sins. They
confessed, holding fast to the redemption
found only in the blood of Jesus. And it’s
because of this Christ-centered faith that
they, with angels, archangels, and all the
company of heaven, “stand before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in
white robes, with palm branches in their
hands, and crying out with a loud voice,
‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb!’”

But what about when the saint, in
their earthly life, didn’t know (or believe)
that what they were doing or what they
believed was truly sinful? For example,
MANY of the heroic pillars of the faith had
multiple wives; e.g., Isaac and Jacob. I'm
not talking about “married, then divorced,
and then re-married.” Nope. These guys
had multiple wives... at the same time.
Scripture tells us that King David had at
least 8 different wives (along with other
unnamed wives and concubines, his royal
harem believed to total 18 different women).
King Solomon had over 700 wives AND
300 concubines. Okay... so when we honor
and give thanks for these saints (who are
undoubtedly in heaven), does this mean we
also honor and give thanks for their adultery
and polygamy? *Scripture NEVER
approves of adultery or polygamy! God
gave one wife for one man. Man, in his sin,
began taking more wives for himself. Sinful
error begat sinful error begat sinful error. It

didn’t matter how “normal” it had become
over the years. It was still (and remains)
sinful in the eyes of God. And yet... these
saints are gathered around the throne of the
Lamb as we speak.

This is another reason we render
special thanks and praise to God on All
Saints Day—He is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love, even to the faithfully ignorant and/or
obstinate. I know it may be difficult for
some old Lutherans to believe, but heaven
isn’t just full of good Lutherans. Heaven is
FULL of Baptist saints and Methodist saints
and Roman Catholic saints and Eastern
Orthodox saints and Church of Christ saints
and Church of the Nazarene saints and
Assembly of God saints and Pentecostal
saints. Said another way, heaven is FULL
of faithful Christians who called Jesus their
Lord and Savior, but who also believed,
professed, and taught doctrinal errors.

And these aren’t just “inconsequential
errors,” mind you, like believing Mary
remained a virgin her entire life or not, or
Adam didn’t have a belly button. These are
errors that are far more serious; i.c.,
denying Holy Baptism is “one baptism for
the remission of all sin,” denying Holy
Baptism for infants, denying Jesus’ real and
bodily presence in the consecrated elements
of Holy Communion, or believing that Holy
Communion is for the forgiveness of sins.
Think about it like this: Jesus says very
plainly, “As often as you do this, remember
what I have said: This is My body. This is
My blood, given and shed for you for the
forgiveness of all your sin.” These other
Christian denominations, all full of heaven-
bound saints, say the exact opposite,
essentially calling Jesus a liar.
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“It’s not really His body and blood. It's just
a symbol.” Jesus says it is, and they say it
isn’t. And yet... these saints are gathered
around the throne of the Lamb as we speak.
We give thanks to God for the faith that still,
in spite of all the other error, held fast to
Christ Jesus as their Savior. We give thanks
to God for His mercy and abounding,
steadfast love shown to these saints... in
spite of their [serious] doctrinal
errors/beliefs.

Okay... so if these saints still wind up
in heaven, does this mean that we should
take God’s mercy, grace, and love for
granted? Should we just ignore all those
“pesky little doctrinal differences” while
they persist on this side of eternity? After
all, “we all worship the same Jesus, " right?
“Those things, in the end, don’t really
matter. All Christians go to heaven.” How
lukewarm of you to think such a thing!

[ want you to imagine that you have a
tall glass of the purest water, drawn directly
from its pristine glacial source. This is the
best, most perfect life-giving and truly
satisfying water you’ve ever had, and you
can have it in abundance, whenever you
want. Now... imagine that your dear loved
ones—your family and friends—also drink
from the same pristine glacial source. The
problem, though, is that they draw their
drink a little bit downstream from the
chicken house. The water isn’t poisonous.
It won’t kill them... but it still has a few
drops of chicken excrement in it. Out of
love, what would you want your loved ones
to drink—the pure water, right from the
source, or the water that has been tainted
with just a couple drops of heretical
excrement? And yet... so many of our
loved ones have already gone after the
excrement-laden drink... and we act as if

it’s not that big of deal. “We all drink the
same water. We all worship the same
Jesus.”

I realize this talk of doctrinal purity
and mission/outreach to and interaction with
those who don’t have such doctrinal purity
seems more suited for October and
Reformation than it does for a festival day
that celebrates ALL the faithful saints in
heaven. It’s not, though. “Remember your
leaders, those who spoke to you the word of
God. Consider the outcome of their way of
life, and imitate their faith” (Heb 13:7).

Yes, we give thanks for all those who fell
asleep in the faith. We give thanks to God
for His mercy and patience and abounding
steadfast love. We give thanks that He
forgave their sinful, heretical beliefs, (and
that’s exactly what they are! Don’t sugar-
coat it!) But... this letter isn’t for them. It’s
for you.

You have the pure life-giving Truth of
Christ. Why would you settle for anything
less? Why would you condone, let alone
support, when others settle for (or even
promote) less, as if Christ’s Word and
Sacrament Truth isn’t supremely
paramount and of the utmost importance?
What are you passing down and handing
down to those who come after you? What
will your “legacy of faith” be? What will
those who come after you thank God for?
Will they thank and praise Him for the
doctrinal purity you held fast to and passed
down to them (or at least tried to pass down
to them)? I certainly hope so... but only
time will tell. “As for me and my house...."

)

Pastor
++++++++
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Looking Ahead:

After much prayer, stressful deliberation,
and trusted pastoral counsel, I have made the
difficult decision to not hold a formal worship
service for Thanksgiving this year. We started out,
years ago, holding a brief service on Thanksgiving
Day morning, long before anyone would have to be
busy with cooking or eating. “With the Lord begin
your task,” right? Well... that didn’t go over well,
so we switched over to the Wednesday eve prior.
Attendance wasn’t great, but we did it anyways.
The past two years, however, have been dismal, to
say the least. Last year’s Thanksgiving Eve
attendance totaled 12. The majority has spoken.
*For those who do still want to take a little time to
return to the Lord’s house to render thanksgiving to
Him, like the Samaritan leper (“Were not ten
healed? Where are the other nine?”), I will be in
the office all day that Wednesday (Nov 26). 1
would encourage you to come to the rail and take
personal/private time to thank God in prayer for all
His many blessings to you, particularly throughout
the past year. I will be available to offer Holy
Communion upon the completion of your private
devotion time.

*The ladies of LWML will be hosting a
congregational “Thanksgiving Family Feast” on
Sunday, November 23", immediately following the
10:15am worship service. They will provide turkey
and ham, and there will be a sign-up sheet for all the
rest of the “fixins.” Because of the “family” nature
of the day, we will be conducting only one service
(10:15am) that Sunday. It’s so rare that we all, as
the family of Grace, get to worship together! Just
like our family members return home at
Thanksgiving to be united in family, if only for a
dinner, we too will unite as family to worship and
feast. We do hope everyone will attend!

Also, the season of Advent begins officially
with the final Sunday in November. Advent, as you
should already know, is a season of repentance.
Yes, we rejoice that our Lord came once in time in
the form of a baby, and we look forward in faithful
hope/joy to His triumphant return, but we also
remember the reason that God had to take on flesh,
and that reason is our sin!

As in years past, our midweek Advent
services will take place on Wednesday evenings in
December (12/03, 12/10, and 12/17). A light dinner
will be served at 6:00pm, with a “light” worship
service to follow at 7:00pm. Our theme this year
will focus on something missing in all our lives—
simplicity. 1 pray that you will join us so for these
services so that perhaps you can recover and give
thanks for the simplicity of saving faith and God’s
gifts. Who knows? Perhaps the simplicity we
celebrate on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will
“hit a little different” for you this year. I pray this is
the case.

t+++++++

Thanksgiving Blessing - Give thanks and praise to the
Lord! “For from His fullness we have all received, grace
upon grace.” John 1:16

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of food You

have provided and for all those whose labor brings Your

blessings to our table. We pray that at this meal we may

be strengthened for Your service and together may await

with joy the feast You have prepared for all the faithful

in Your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Collect For Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good
counsels, and all just works, give to us Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Chris, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

LSB, pg. 313
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Pastor Zirbel’s Wednesday Bible Study will continue

the study of Lamentations. All are encouraged to attend
the study that begins at 10:00 am.

LWML will hold a regular meeting on Tuesday, 11/4 at
12:30pm at Grace. All ladies of the church are
encouraged and welcome to attend. Please bring your
own sack lunch. Beverages and dessert will be provided.

Thank You to all of the Veterans who have served to
defend and protect our freedom through their military
service. Let us pray for all who serve in this capacity.
Lord have mercy.

Repentant look forward in hope...Advent! The
beginning of a new church year and the season of
Advent begins Sunday, 11/30.

Altar Guild needs your help! As the church seasons
transition from Pentecost to Advent, the tasks associated
with additional services increase. Candle filling, altar
dressing, and communion set-up & take-down are very
important. If you can help, please speak with Deaconess
Connie.

November Birthdays
1 Mary Woodruff
3 Jonathan Pinckney

11 Tatum Gieschen
12 Austin Fleer

15 Freda Patterson
23 Richard Willladsen
27 Eileen Zirbel

November Anniversaries

11 William & Irma Mullen
16 Gary & Sherrie Infalt
20 Richard & Jo Scrivner
28 Perry & Helen Hirsch

Remembering in Prayer:

Let my prayer be counted as incense before
You, and the lifting up of my hands as the
evening sacrifice! Psalm 141:2

For the sick — Father of mercies and God of all
comfort, our only help in time of need, look
with favor upon those who suffer iliness and
infirmity. Assure them of Your mercy, deliver
them from the temptations of the evil one,
and give them patience and comfort in their
illness. If it please You, restore them to
health, or give them grace to accept this
tribulation with courage and hope.

For those who grieve — Heavenly Father, into
whose keeping we entrust our loved ones,
help us to look to You in our time of sorrow,
remembering the cloud of faithful witnesses
with which we are surrounded, Grant that we
may one day share in the joys of those who
now rest in Your presence.

For the joy of the resurrection among us; for
the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and
the Sacraments.

For faith to live in the promises of Holy
Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for
the unemployed; for the salvation and well-
being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges,
and seminaries; for good government and for
peace.

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Pecans For Sale
LWML Annual Pecan Sale is underway! Please get
your orders to Jeanne ASAP — Thak you
Thanks be to Gid, prices will remain the same as last
year: $9/bag. Order forms will be available on
Sunday 11/5 for delicious, new crop,
Georgia Pecans in Plain, Cinnamon, and
Chocolate covered varieties.
Proceeds from the sale of pecans help to support
mission efforts of Grace LWML.
Thank you for your support!
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Bible Study & Worship Opportunities:
Sunday Worship Service 8:00 & 10:15 AM
Sunday School/Bible Study 9:00 AM

Wednesday Adult Bible Study 10:00 AM
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