
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CTTY COUNCII OF TIIE CTTY OF CORDOVA, AIABAMA, AS FOLLOIIS;

Section 1. TAKING UP AND STORING OF ABANDONED OR STOLEN PERSONAI, PROPERTY:

The chief of Police is hereby authorized to take up and storce, in the office of the
City Clerk, any abandoned or stolen personal property formd within the Corporate

limits or' within the police jurisdiction of the City of cordova, Alabama, A11 firearms
are to be properly tagged and kept in the safe in the City Clerkrs office. A

permanent record giving the date of the taking of each piece of such property shall
be kept under the direction of the Chief of Police, with a copy filed with the City
Cler.k. The property so taken shall be properly tagged and storced in a suitable place

to protect it from deterioration. AII expenses incurred in the taking up, storj-ng,
maintaining and selling the property shall be paid from the ceneral Frnd of the City
by the Treasurer, upon the approval of the Chief of Polj"ce and the City @uncil.

Section 2. PROPERTY IN CUSTODY OF POIICE DEPARTI4ENT AS EVIDENCE: The Chief of
Police is hereby authorized to store any personal property that comes into the
possession of the Police DepartnEnt as evidence in any case, in any Court, and to retain
sane until the case has been finally disposed of, including any appeals; on the conclusion
of the sase, said property, except prohibited firearms, is to be returned to the owner.

Records of all such property shall be recorded and copy given to the City C1erk.

Upon the conclusion of the case, the Chief of Polj.ce shal1 notify the owner, in writing,
at his last known address, that said property is available to be retu.rned to hj-m. If
the owner does not clajm said property within three (3) nonths after the date of said
written notice, or if the owner of the propexty should be rmknown, the property shall
be sold as hereinafter provided.

Section 3. REDEMPTION: The owner of the property taken up and stored may redeam

the salre at any tinE prior to its sale, by paying the reasonable expense of taking the
property in charge, its storage and maintenance and pro rata cost of publication. The

fee for sane shall be set by the City Council.

Section 5. SAIE AT PUBLIC AUCTfON: The Chief of Police may, as often as every six
(6) ncnths, sell at public auctionr-to the highest bidder for cash, at the city HalI,
the property which shall have been taken up and stored for a period of three (3)nDnths

or more, such sale is to be made after giving notice of the tinE, place of sale, and a

description of the property to be soLd, by publication of a notice, once a week for
two (2) consecutilE weeks, in a newspaper of general circulation in the ci-ty of
Cordova, the first publication to be at least twenty (20) days prior to the sa1e.

oRDTNANCE No. /o)-l +

Section 4. RECORDS: A permanent record sha1l be kept by the Police DepartnEnt

of all property coruing into the possession of the Pof.ice Department, copy to be filed
with the City C1erk, giving the date of the taking of each piece of such property,
place where found and takdn, and a description of each piece of property. The property
so taken, or hel-d as evidence, shall be stored in a suitable place to protect it from

deteriorati.ng, provided, however, if the property be perishable, the same may be sold
at once, without notice, in which case the proceeds shatl be held for a period of six (6)

rnonths for the account of the owner, and if not called for within that tine, shal1 be

converted into the cenercal Frnd. A report of such property shall be filed with the
CiLy Clerk.



Each article shal"l be sold separately antl a notation recorded in the storage record
book, which shaLl be kept in the City Clerk.s office, of the anDun t recei\Ed by each

article. The person making the sale shall hale the right to reject any or a1I bids
if the anDtItt bid be tnreasonably low, and shal1 have the right to continrE the
sales from time to tirle if no bidders are present or the amount bid is rnreasonably
low. The City corncil sha1l be notified prior to each sale made.

SECTION 6. ABANDONED OR CONDE!.NED RIET,ES AND SHOIGUN S: Abandoned rifles or
abandoned shot$llrs or rifles or shotguns that have been taken as evidence and are

Erclianed, may be sold, but the sale shall be sold only to licensed dealers and

rm.rst be sold by sealed bid. The gun s may be sold indi\,:idually or in lots, whichever

the City Couiail deems to the best aalvantage of the City. Any arpunt realj-zed

therefrom shall be pronptly paitl to the city C1erk, and the Chief of Police shall
report such sale to the City Council in his next nDnthly report.

Section 7. PROHIBITED SALES: The followin 9 items shall not be sold under the
provi sions of this Gdiaance; vis: aLcoholic beverages, drug s and alrug paraphernalia,
gambling devices, prohibited knives, hand gr:n s, or other items as determined by the

chief of Police to be contraband or which he determjnes should be destroyed.
Section 8- CASH: Any cash funds that are coming j-nto the hands of the Police

Department or cash that may be in any device or in gambling devices, or come s into
the hands of the Police Departlrent in any way, shall be paj.d irmealiately into the
ceneral Fund, by delivery thereof to the City Clerk, who will issue a receipt thexefor
to the Chief of Police, desigrnating in said receipt the exact nanre of the person,

fj-rm or corporation from whom said cash frnds were taken and, if kno$rn, the nane or
style of the case and docket nr.rnber. The Chief of Police shall, after tlelivering any

such cash to the City Clerk, report in writing to the City Council, that he has

delivered the cash to the city C1erk and set forth all information pertaining thereto
by which the sarE coulal be identified. The report shal-I be made to the Ci-ty

CoLncil in the nDnthly report of the Police DepartnEnt.

Section 9. AUCTIONEERS - PERSONS PRESENT: At aI1 actuions , the Chj-ef of Police
or such police officer as he may designate, shall act as auctioneer, and there shall
be present at said auction the Chairman of the Police Conmi ttee or Pub1ic Safety
Comnittee, or a rember of the City Cor.rncil, for the purpo se of observing said auction,
and seeing that said auction is fairly conducted in accordance with the provj-sions of
this Gdinance.

Section IO. NO SAIE TO POLICE OFTICER OR CITY EI"IPLOYEE: No property which is
sold under this Ordinance shall be sold to any officer or employee of the City of
Cordova, Alabana, and no such officer or employee, either directly or indirectly,
shall bid on, negotiate for, or bgy, any property rnder the provisions of this.
Ordinance. Any officer or employee of the City of oordova, Alabama, who di,rectly
or indirectly bids on, negotiates for, or buys, any property under the provigions
of this Ordinance, on con\rj.ction, shal1 be punished by a fine or not rpre than Fi\re

Hurdred DoIIars (S500.00) or a sentence in the city .Tail of not rore than sixty (60) dayg,

one or both.
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Section 11. SEtrERABILITY: This Ordinance shall be consErued

Iiberally. If any section, part of any section, or any porEion or

provision of this Ordinance is declared invalid or uncons titut ional ,

such declaration shalL not affect the validity of the remaining sections

or provisions of lhis 0rdinance.

Section 12. GEOGRAPHICAL LIMITS: This Ordinance shaIl apply

and its Policeto the Corporate limits of the City of Cordova,

Jurisdiction,

Section 13.

upon publicaEion.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This Ordinance shall take effect

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORDOVA, ALABAMA'

on this, tnu' l$ day of , L98*

MAYOR, City of Cordova

^ 
TTF (',]" .

Citv C lerk

APPROVED:

MAYOR, City of Cordova


