MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORDOVA, ALABAMA ON MAY 13, 2025

The Mayor and Council Members of the City of Cordova, Alabama met in a Regular Session at 6:30 p.m. on May 13, 2025, at the Cordova City Hall.

	Lawrence Sides delivered the Invocation.
	Mayor Pate led the Pledge of Allegiance.
	Upon roll call the following members were present:
	Mayor Jeremy Pate, and
	Council Members: Brett Dawkins, Larry Sides, Ed Earp, Velda Pettit, and Jane Mitchell
	Absent: None
	Mayor Pate opened the meeting for the transaction of business.
	Mayor Pate presented the minutes from the Special Meeting on April 22, 2025. Councilmember Earp made a motion to approve the minutes, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Dawkins. Upon being put to a roll call vote, the following was recorded: yes – 6. Motion carried.
	Mayor Pate presented the Accounts Payable. Councilmember Sides made a motion to approve the accounts payable as given, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Earp. Upon being put to a roll call vote, the following was recorded: yes – 6. Motion carried.
	Mayor Pate entertained a motion to approve edits to the personnel manual to eliminate any DEI language to ensure compliance with the new laws required to continue receiving Federal funding.  Councilmember Dawkins made a motion to approve the edits to the personnel manual, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Earp. Upon being put to a roll call vote, the following was recorded: yes – 6. Motion carried.
	Mayor Pate moved for a motion of consent to give a reading of Ordinance 10-2025, which would amend Ordinance 09-2025. Councilmember Earp made a motion for consent, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Mitchell. Upon being put to a roll call vote, the following was recorded: yes – 6. Motion carried.
	Mayor Pate gave a reading of Ordinance 10-2025. This Ordinance is to correct the millage amount for ad valorem taxes. The previous Ordinance was listed at 14.5%, but the amount is actually 13.5%. Councilmember Earp made a motion to unanimously adopt Ordinance 10-2025, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Dawkins. Upon being put to a roll call vote, the following was recorded: yes – 6. Motion carried unanimously.
	Mayor Pate entertained a motion for consent to give a reading of Ordinance 11-2025, which would amend Ordinance 05-2025. Councilmember Dawkins made a motion, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Earp. Upon being put to a roll call vote, the following was recorded: yes – 6. Motion carried.
	Mayor Pate gave a reading of Ordinance 11-2025. This Ordinance is to correct the effective date on the lodging tax that was previously approved. The new effective date is July 1, 2025. Councilmember Dawkins made a motion to adopt Ordinance 11-2025, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Mitchell. Upon being put to a roll call vote, the following was recorded: yes – 6. Motion carried unanimously.
	Mayor Pate presented an application for part-time dispatcher for William Ambridge at $12.50 an hour until passing his certifications. Councilmember Earp made a motion to approve the hire of William Ambridge, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Dawkins. Upon being put to a roll call vote, the following was recorded: yes – 6. Motion carried. 
	Mayor Pate presented a list for the Cordova Works Program hires for certified teachers at $15 an hour. These employees will be paid out of Innovate Alabama funds. Councilmember Earp made a motion to hire the certified teachers to work the Summer Children’s Program at $15 an hour, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Mitchell. Upon being put to a roll call vote, the following was recorded: yes – 6. Motion carried.
	Mayor Pate presented a Mutual Aid Agreement with Parrish. This is an understood agreement between both municipalities, which has been ongoing for years. The agreement will be a written document to have for both municipalities. Councilmember Earp made a motion to approve the Mutual aid Agreement, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Dawkins. Upon being put to a roll call vote, the following was recorded: yes – 6. Motion carried.
	Mayor Pate introduced Jody Potts from Living Water Services. Mr. Potts gave a brief summary of the annual report on the City’s sewer system. The report concluded the City’s sewer system scored a 40, which does not have to be reported to ADEM since a score under 70 is considered great and poses no issues. Mr. Potts commended Wayne Brown for his knowledge of the sewer system, as well as his hard work to ensure it runs properly. Mayor Pate asked Mr. Potts if the upcoming upgrades would improve the score, which Mr. Potts confirmed it will. Mr. Potts requested a motion to approve the report. Councilmember Earp made a motion to approve the report, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Pettit. Upon being put to a roll call vote, the following was recorded: yes – 6. Motion carried.
	Mayor Pate gave a Public Works update.
	Dean Harbison gave a Fire Department update and requested permission to apply for a grant through All State, which is not a reimbursable grant. This grant, if approved, would be used for extrication equipment. Councilmember Mitchell made a motion to allow Mr. Harbison to apply for the grant, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Dawkins. Upon being put to a roll call vote, the following was recorded: yes – 6. Motion carried.
	Krimson Culverson gave a Police Department update.
	Renee Sides gave a CEIDA update.
	Lawrence Sides gave a Planning Commission update. 
	In other business, Mayor Pate presented a map from Stone Building, who is the contractors building the new elementary school. This map showed potential road closure for North St. and Highland St. after school has been let out from the dates of May 27 through June 3. Councilmember Pettit made a motion to approve the road closure, which motion was seconded by Councilmember Sides. Upon being put to a roll call vote, the following was recorded: yes – 6. Motion carried.
	It was ascertained there was no other business to come before this meeting. Upon motion made and seconded, the meeting was duly adjourned.


									_______________________
									Mayor Jeremy Pate
ATTEST:

_________________________
City Clerk/Treasurer
