
oB.DIN/JICE No. 108-85

AN ORDINA,NCE

Cordova ALABA.IIA, AS FoLLolrS :

Sectloo L. Establlshment of Munlcl a1 Court. Tha t there be and there
nlclpal Court for1s hereby establlshed effectlve. I'larch I , 1986,a Mu

the Clty (Town) o . Alabana, pursuant to the pro-
vlslons of Act i205, 1975 Regular SessLon of the Alabama Legislature.

Secrlon 2. Jurlsdlctlon. Ihe MuniciDal Court of the Clty ("deII of
cordova Alabana, sha11 have Jurlsdlctlon of all pros-

ecutlons for the breach of ordLnances of Ehe Eunlcipallty rrlthln 1ts cor-
porate 1lmJ"ts ald poilce Jurledlctlon. Thls Jurlsdlctlon sha11 also extend
to all prosecutlons for vlolatlons of state mlsdemeauors comitted withln
the corporace llulEe and polLce Jurlsdlctlou of the municlpallty where such
offenses have beea rnade offenses agalnst ihe trunlcipal1ty.

Sectlon 3. Tlme and Place of Holdlng Court. The Munlclpal Court of
the CiLy (tqxd of Cg rdova , Alabama, sha11 hold court at
such !Lu.e and place as the governing body may determlne with the advlce of
the Eunlclpal j udge.

Sectlon 4. Provlslons for Judge,

A. The Munlclpa1 Court sha11 conslst of one munlclpal ludge to be
appolnted by a vole of a najorLty of the uembers elected or appolnted to
the munlclpal governlng body. Ihe Judge shaLl- be appolnted for a tern of
two years. The nunlclpal Judge ehall be e1lglble for reappolntment upoD the
explratlon of hls tertr. He shaLl hold offlce uotl1 hls successo! ls appolnEed

' and qual1f1ed.

B. The munlclpal Judge Inust be licensed to practlce 1a\, 1n Ehe St.ate
of ALabana aod ouaE be a quallfled elector of the StaLe of Alabana. No

Judge sha11 be otherwlse enployed iu aoy capacity by the nuniclpallty durlng
hls Eern of offlce.

C. The offlce of the nunlclpaL Judge shal1 be vacaut lf he dies, reslgns,
or ls removed and vacancles sha11 be fllled by the uuuLcipal governlng body
ln the same. naEner aa orlglnal appolntmenta are oade. Any peraon so appolnted
sha1l be e1lg1b:e to serve two year8 frorn the date of appolntEenE.

D. The nunlclpal Judge sha1I, bet-ore assuming offlce, take and slgn
the oath provlcied by the Constltutioa and a eopy thereof shall be fl1ed ln
the offlce cf the secretary of state, the adulnis t.rat j-ve dlrector of courts
and the cLerk of the luunlclpallty.

E. The munlclpal Judge sha11 be subJect to all grounds of dlsqualiflca-
tlon frou hearlag speclflc cases appllcable to clrcul-t court ludges.
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Sectlon 5. Conpensatlon of Judee. The annual salary of the uun1elpal
, Alabama, ls herebyJ udge of r.he Ciry {xoq^m} of

flxed at 3,744.o0
equal nonthly lnsEal1meats. Thls
Judgefs tertr of offLce. Any gener

Cordova
Dollars and shal1 be payable in tvrelve

salary sha1l no! be dfiolulshed durlng the
a,1, Lncrease 1n the conpensatlon of all or:

substantlaliy all nunlcipal enployeea sha11 be applled ProPortlonately to the
salary of the rounlclpal Judge.

Section 6. Powers of the Court.

A. The llunJ,clpal Judge shall have the Pol{er ro adlDJ.t to ball any Per-
son charged wlth ihe vlolatlon of any ounlclPal ordinance by requlrlng an
appearauce bouC, wlEh good securlty, to be approved by the nunlcipal judge
or hls deslgnee In an anount not to exceed flve hundred dollars (S500.00)
and uay, In his dLscretlon, adnJ't to ball such persons oa a personal recognl-
zance bond condlrtoned on the appearance of such persons before hj-n on a day
named thereln to answer the chargea preferred agalnst then.

C. The ltunlclpal Judge 1u hie Judgment xoay provlde that if a fine and
costs are not pald ulthln Ehe ttne prescrJ-beri, .the defendent, unless lndlgent,
sha1l r,'o ri< out the amount of the JudgBent under the dlrect.lon of the nunlcipal
authorlty alIowlng not less than Een dollars ($10.00) for each dayrs servlce.

D. Upon each convlctloo 1n rnunlclpal court for a violatlon of any
ordLnance of the Clty (AOilldI of Cordova , Alabama, Ehere
shall be Eaxed agalnaE the defendant as courf costs the sum of t.en dollara
($10.00), and there shall aleo be taxed aa cosEs the addltloEal costs and
fees lnposed by :he statutes of the State of Alabama, and the latter such
cos16 and fees shaLl be reullted pursuant to lhe sald statutes. A11 costs
taxed for the clty (ruecrJ r as herelnabove provlded, sha11 be paid lnto the
clty (xtx'r) ireasury.

E. Upon convlctloo, the court xoay, upon a showlng of 1nab11lty to naake

itrmedlate paymen! of fines and costs, accept defenCantts bond v1th or wlthout
surety and wlth ralver of exenptlons as to personalty payable wlthin nlnety
daye, upon' non-pa)rmen! of whlch executlor nay lssue as upoD Judgments ln
State courts.

B. The ltunlclpal Judge shal1 have the authorlty to puolsh auy Persoo
convlcted of vlolatlng any municlpal ordinance with a fiDe of not more thao
five hundred <i+1lars ($500.00) and/or a senteoce of lnprisonuent or hard
labor for a perlod DoE exceedlng slx (6) onlhs; provlded, howeverr that
no flne or sen;ence of lmprlsonmeDE 6ha11 exceed Lhe EaxiEtutr flne or sentence
provlded by tire clty ordlnauce vlolated ncr shaIl the flne or sentence
exceed the maxlmun flne and sentence provlded for vlolatlon of a substantially
slnllar offense under SLate 1aw. The penalty .J-mposed oD a corporatlon sha1l
cbDslsE of the flne on1y, plus costs of court.

F. Ihe l4unlclpal Judge shall have the auEhority to coDtl,nue the case
frotr tlEe to tLme to perEl.f the flne and costs to bc paid, re-Eit fines, costs
and fees, iurpose lnternlt.tent 6entences, establlsh work release programs,
requlre 3Ltend.lnce of educatlonal, correcElve or rehabllltatlve prograns,
suspend drlvlng prlvlleges for such tlmes and under such condlt.lons as
provlded by law and order hearlnge to determlne the competeDcy of the defendant
to stand Er1el; provided further, that the Judge roay enter an order authorlzlng
the defendent io drlve under the condltloas set forth 1n the order.
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G.
vlthout

A11 cases
a I ury.

ln lrunlclpal court sha1l be trled by a uunlclpal Judge

H. The Munlclpal Judge may euspend execution of sentence and place a
defendanE on probatlon for varying perlods of iime, not to exceed tlro (2)
years, unier the procedures and coDdttlons set ouL iD Sectlou 8-104(f) cf
Act 1205, 1975 Regular Sesglon.

I. The Hunlcipal Judge nay adninister oaths, cornpel the attendance of
wltaesses and conpel the production of books and papers, punish by flne not
exceedlng flfty dollars ($50,00) and/or i-nprlsonuent Dot exceeding five days
any person fouari and adJudged to be l-n conietrpt of court, and sha11 have
power coextensi-ve vlth the Jurlsdlctlon cf the dl6trlct court to lssue rrrlts
and other D:ocess, and to approve and declare bonds forfelted. Ihe Munlclpal
Judge shaIl deslgnate any other nunlclpal- offlcers who sha1l be auEhorlzed
to approve appearance and appeal bonds.

.l . The Munlclpal Court shal-l teke Judic1al aotlce of the ordlnances
of lhe munlclDa.Llty.

K. The Sherlff of the county and all law enforceuent offlcers of the
nuniclpallty sha11 obey the nunLclpal judge having 1ega1 authori.ty 1n falth-
fu11y execu:lng the warrants and processes comltted to theu for service
accorcilng to their rDandates.

Sectlon 7. Powers of the l4ayor. The uayor may remlt flnes and such
cosLs as payabi,e to the munlclpallty and commute sentences lmposed by munlclpal
Judges cf the ccurt Lo whlch an appeal was taken for vlolatlons of munlclpal
ordlnances, and may granE pardons, after convlctlcD, for vlolatlon of such
ordlnances, and he shal1 report hls actlon to the councll or oEher governlng
body at Ehe :lr:st regular meetlDg thereof ln the succeedlng nonth wiEh hls
reasons therefor lu wrltlag .

Sectlon 8. Appeals.

A.
clrcult
novo.

AIl
court

appeals
of the

from Judgments of the municlpai court shal1 be Co
clrcult 1n whlch the vlolat.ion occurred for trlal

the
de

B. The uunlclpallty Day appeal withln sixty days wlthouE bond, froo a
judgnent of the Eunlclpal court holdlng a munlcipal ordinance 1nva11d.

C. A defendant tray appeal In any case wlthln fourteen days from the enLry
of ludg ent by f1L1ng notlce of appeal and givlng bond vith or r.rlthout surety
approved by the court or the clerk 1n an arount noE !!ore than $500.00 and
cosLs, as fixed by the court, conditloned upcn defendantrs apoearance before
the clrcult court. The munj-clpal court uEy nralve appearance bond upoD satLs-
factory showlng that the defendant 1s lndigent or otherwlse unable to provlde
a surety bond. If an appeal boud ls waJ-veC. a defendant sentenced to i'lprlson-
menE sha1l not be released from custody, trut. may obtain release aE any tlxoe
by fl11ng a boDd approved by Ehe munlclpai court. If the defendant ls noE
released, Ehe prosecutor shaIl notlfy the clrcult clerk and the 3ase shal1 be
set for Erlal at the ear1le6t practlcable tlme.
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D. lrt' en an appeal- has been taken, the nunlcipallty sha1l flle the notlce
aDd other docunents ln the court to whlch the appeal 1s taken wlthln flfteeo
days, falllng wlrlch the munldpallty ehall be deemed to have abandoned the
prosecut.ion, the defeDdanE shal1 st.aad dj-scharged and the bond ehall be auto-
Eat1caliy termlnated.

E. Upon trlal or p].ea of gullty l-n the clrcult courE on appeal, the
court may lepose any penalty or sentence whlch the nunlclpal court Ej-ght have
lmposed.

F. Upon fallure of an appellant to appear ln clrcult court rrhen the
case 1s caLled fcr trlal, unLess good cause for such default ls shown, the
court shal1 dlsnlss the appeal and enEer Judgnent of default on the appeal
bood, and nay aleo lssue a warranE for arrest of the appellant. A copy of
the order shall l.re delivered by the clrcult clerk to the clerk of the nunl-
clpal court. The clrcuil court Eay on Eotlon of defeadant nade wlLhln thlrty
days of the order of dtsmlssai, set aslde the dlsulssal and other orders and
relnstate the appeal ou such terms as the court nay prescrlbe for good cause
shor^rn by the dcf endanE.

J. frotr the Judgnent of the clrcult courE, the uuniclpallEy, ln a case
holding lnvalld an ordlnance, or the defendant 1n any case, nay.appeal- Eo

Lhe court of crlnlnal appeals ln ltke uanner as in cases of appeals for con-
vlct.lons of vlolatlon of the crlminal lavs of the staEe. If the appeal is
taken by the nunlcipallty, lt shall not be requlred to glve sureEy for the cosE
of rhe appeal . When takeo by the defendant, he uay give ball wlth suffLcient
suretles, condltloned thaL he w111 appear and ablde by the Judgnent of the
appellate cou:t. and fal1lng Lo glve ball he must be comltted Lo the trunlcLpal
lalL; but he uay glve such ball at any time pendlng the appeal. Wheu an appeal
1s Eaken by lhe defendant and ball 1s gtven pendlng the appeal, and the ludgneDt
of convlctlou ls afflrmed or the appeal is dlsnlssed, the defendant ls bound
by Ehe undertaklng of ball to surrende; hlmself to the rDunlcipal authorltles
wlthln flfEeen <iaye frou the date of such afflrmance or dlsmlesal, and lf he
sha1l fall to do ao, the clerk of the clrcult court from whlch tshe appeal ls
taken, upon xqotlon of the uuulcIpallty, loust endorese the baiL bond forfelted,

G, Uoon recelpt of notlce of dlsmlssal of aD appeal, the municipal
court Eay lssue a warraDt for arrest of the defendaDt, r.rho Eay also be arrested
wlthout a warrant as aD es.cape. UpoD arrest the defendaat sha11 be dellvered
to the munlcl-pal authorlEles and punlshed ln accordance wlth the Judgroent of
the l[unlclpal couri.

H. Lf a 3udgment is'eutered agains! a defendant upoD appeal, the clr-
culE court sha-1-l renand the defendanE to the nunlcipal authorltles for punlsh-
Dent 1n accordance wluh the judgurent of the clrcult court, unless, when the
Judgmeut 1s for ftne aDd costs only, the ludgment 1s pald or a JudgmeuE ls
conferred therefor Ln favor of the munlcLpallEy wlth suretles or as otherwlse
provlded for convlcElons under State ]aw.

I. UpoE recelpE of pay'uent of ftnes aDd costs upon appeals, the clerk
of the clrcult aourt shal1 wlthlu thlrty days pay nlnety Percert of such flnes
an<i forfelEures, and ten percenE of Ehe costa, to the treasurer of the munl-
clpatlty. The clrcult clerk shal1 be 1lab1e on hle bond for such flnes and
cosEs plus a penalty of flve percent per month for default 1n such pa)'Dents.
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and a wrlt or lrrlta of arrest Eust be J,ssued by the clerk to the sherlff.
Upon arrest ;,he defendant sha11 be dellvered to Ehe munlclpal authorltles
and the sentence rnust vlthout delay be carrled out as Lf no appeal has
been taken. If ball ls forfelted as hereln provided, a condltlonal Judg-
E1eDE Eust be reudered by the courE ln favor of the nuniclpallty and the
same proceedlngs had thereon for the munlclpallty as ls aut-horlzed by
law to be had in the name of the state 1n state cases.

SecEloa 9. Warrants. Tne }luniclpa1 Judge 1s authorized to issue
arresL and search warrants upoo affldavlt for nuniclpal ordinance vlola-
tloDs refurnable to the munlclpal cour! and for violations of state 1aw
returnable Eo any state court.

Sectlon L0. llaBlstrates. The Hunlclpal Judge shall take steps to
have e llagl.st:aEe appolnted for the City (Eliifd) of Co rdova
Alabama, Dursuant Eo Rule L8 of Ehe A.l-abaroa Rules of Judlcial AdnlnlslraLlon.
The powers of the maglstrate shall be llmiEed to: (l) lssuance cf arrest
warranta; (2) grantlng of ball 1n Elnor mlsdeueanor proaecutlons; (3) recelv-
1ng of pleas of gulJ-ty 1n mlnor ulsCeeeanors where a schedule of flnes
has been prescrlbed by 1aw or rule; (4) accountablllty to the nunlclpal
court for aL1 unlform traffLc tlckets and complalnts, monJ.es recelved and
records cf cffenses; and (5) '6uch other authorlty as uay be granted by
1aw.

Sectlon 11. Actlng Munlclpal Judge. In the absence frcm the clly
. (town), deaLh, dlsabl11ty, or dlsquallf icatlou of a nunleipal judge, for
any reason, the mayor of the nunicipalliy sha11- have the authorlty to
deslgnate a per6on, Iicensed to practice 1ar,r 1n the state and a qualifled
elector of the staEe, nor otherwise enployed ln any capacity by the munlcL-
pa1lEy, to serve as acLlng nunlcipal judge wlth all power and authorlty
of a duly aDpolnEed nuniclpal judge. No sucfr actJ-ng Judge roay serve for
more than thiTEy successive days or a total cf slxty days in any calendar
year; provlded, that whea the duly appolnted uunlcipal ludge ts dlsquall-
fled pursuan! to rhe Coustitutloo, the tlne of servLce llmitatLons for
actlng Judges sha11 uot apply durlng such dlsquallf lca tLoa.

Sectlon 12. The llunLclpal Judge shal1 report. on the proceedl.ngs of
the nunlclpal

Sec:1on

court as requlred by 1aw or rule.

13.
Eo t.he councll on

The Munlcipal Judge sha1l be requlred to make a report
the operatlou of the trunlclpal court every month.

Section L4. Severablllty Clauee. Each and every provJ-slon of thls

Sectlon j.5. Repealer. A11 ordlnances
slstent herewlth and
are hereby =epealed.

or parts of ordlnances lncon-
this ordlnance takes effectln force at the tlEe

ordlc.ance 1s hereby declared to be an lndependenE provLslon and the hold-
lng of any provlsion hereof to be void and invalid for any reasoo shall
not affect any o:her provl.elon hereof, and 1t is hereby declared that
the other provl-slons of thls ordlnance would have been enacted regardless
of aDy pro'rla,',one whlch trlght have been invalid.
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Sect ion 16. Effective Dat e. This
March IL
required

, r986,
by lan,

fo11owlng
o rd inance shalL b ecome

lts pa s sag e, approval and

ADo?TED AND APPRoVED Thls the 1oth day of December, 1985.

r ding 0 f ic er

CERTII'ICATB

ATTEST:

Ciry rk

( SEAL )

f, Mary M. xelly. city cLerk of the City of cordova, Alabama, hereby
celtify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance
that was duLy adopted and enacted by the Cj.ty Contnission of the City of
Cordova, ALabama, at a regular meeti.ng in the City Ha1l of the City of
Cordova, Alabama, held on December.l0, 1985, and after being duly adopted
was posted in three (3) public places in the City of Cordova, Alabama,
as required by 1aw.

This the ]]th day of Decenber, 1985.

Ierk
ci of Cordova, Alaba
c I

:_--:'-
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