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NORTH HOUSTON HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT –
IMPACTS AND SOLUTIONS – 4/25/2018

COALITION TO MAKE I-45 BETTER 1

Presenter
Presentation Notes
White Oak Bayou Greenway is an important part of Bayou Greenways 2020 and, so, is a key component of the City’s park system. However it holds a fragile position as the city continues to develop around it.



COALITION TO MAKE I-45 BETTER – MEMBERSHIP AND OUTREACH
PARTICIPANTS
Air Alliance Houston
Avenue CDC
Bayou City Waterkeeper
Bayou Preservation Association
BikeHouston
Buffalo Bayou Partnership
East Bayou Civic Club
Eastwood Civic Association
First Ward
Freedmen’s Town Preservation Committee
Friends of Woodland Park
Galveston Bay Foundation
Germantown Historic District
Greater Northside
Greater Heights Super Neighborhood 15
Heritage Society
Hermann Park Conservancy
Idyllwood Civic Assocation
Independence Heights Development Council
LINK Houston
Museum Park Super Neighborhood 66
Monte Beach Civic Club
Pierce Skypark
Preservation Houston
Scenic Houston
Trees for Houston
Woodland Heights Civic Association
White Oak Bayou Association
Washington Ave/Memorial Park Super Neighborhood 22
White Oak Bayou Association
Woodland Heights Civic Association

ELECTED AND PUBLIC OFFICIALS

Supporting DEIS Letters
Commissioner Rodney Ellis
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson-Lee
State Senator Sylvia Garcia
State Senator Boris Miles
Sate Representative Harold Dutton
Representative Jessica Farrar
State Representative Jarvis Johnson
Houston City Council Member Dwight 
Boykins
Houston City Council Member Jack Christie
Houston City Council Member Ellen Cohen

PHOTO: BRETT COOMER

COALITION ISSUES MEETINGS WITH 
TxDOT:
• PARKS 
• CONNECTIVITY / PED-BIKE 

SAFETY
• WATER QUALITY AND 

FLOODING
• VISUAL IMPACT
• AIR QUALITY AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Houston Parks Board approaches the I-45 conversation as part of a broad coalition of 27 neighborhood and public interests groups that formed spontaneously in response to the North Houston Highway Improvement Project’s Draft Environmental Impact Statement.  Those groups have been instrumental in making real change to improve Houston’s quality of life. The DEIS response included detailed letters of concern supported by a number of elected officials. We were grateful that the City’s own letter largely echoed the coalition’s concerns.

The Coalition’s approach has consistently been to make the I-45 project better. To that end we have engaged TxDOT collaboratively in a series of issues based meetings, each led by different members of the coalition. In its approach, the Coalition has also made the points that the issues posed by I-45 cross a broad spectrum of the community and must be addressed comprehensively to produce the best possible solutions. The community can no longer afford single purpose infrastructure solutions. It has new expectations for what the city should be. The work of the Houston Parks Board from Bayou Greenways and now into Beyond the Bayous already demonstrates the importance of maximizing opportunity in making Houston a much better place. With the Coalition, TxDOT, the City and our other partners we hope to shape the I-45 project the same way.




ACRES HOME 
COMPLETE 
COMMUNITY

WHITE OAK BAYOU GREENWAY
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Complete Communities also dovetail specifically with White Oak Bayou Greenway. White Oak Greenway is our first complete greenway extending from the city limits to our new completed segment wrapping around UHD to Buffalo Bayou Park. Acres Home is at one end, Near Northside is at the other. Also linking the two communities with White Oak Bayou Greenway is our proposed BTB Regional Connector – Little White Oak Bayou Greenway. 




LITTLE WHITE OAK GREENWAY CONCEPT
PLAN – I-45 EXPANSION
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Little White Oak Greenway also interweaves with I-45 setting up the opportunity to transform a highway project from one that imposes itself on the community into one that complements the community.




NEAR NORTHSIDE CONCEPT PLAN
AND PARTNERSHIPS

Insert side box of partnerships map
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We chose Near Northside as our first Complete Community study because of two active transportation projects on each side. The Hardy Toll Road presents greenway opportunity on the east side. Little White Oak Greenway is on the west side intertwined with I-45, extending north into Acres Home.

The diagram on the left shows how the various partner organizations play a role in each community. These kits of parts could be applied fully with in a complete community or component parts such as key on street upgrades could be applied across various neighborhoods. We are working with City Planning to identify those opportunities for bike plan and are working with Steve Wright to identify park upgrades.
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This is a closer view of Lower White Oak Bayou Greenway. It has become part of the city’s park system as it links larger parks along the way. One can also easily see how Woodland and Moody Parks can be connected along a Little White Oak Bayou Greenway. We have conducted detailed feasibility studies of this particular link.




WHITE OAK BAYOU GREENWAY – TIGER 3 PROJECTS

LEONEL CASTILLO COMMUNITY CENTER

WHITE OAK / BUFFALO CONNECTOR
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Here are the book ends recently completed lower White Oak Bayou Greenway TIGER 3 projects.: The White Oak to Buffalo Connection around UHD and the connection to Castillo Community Center which clear shows  how Bayou Greenways are neighborhood parks connecting communities in addition to linear parks.




WHITE OAK BAYOU GREENWAY FROM THE TRAIL NEAR HOGAN STREET
LOOKING SOUTHEAST TOWARDS DOWNTOWN
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This is the view of downtown from the White Bayou Bayou Greenway just downstream of Lionel Castillo Community Center. It is a treasured piece of linear park considered by the community as the White Bayou Bayou Greenway Gateway to downtown.
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Christof takes over here:

This the view of the same open space from above. To reroute I-45 from the west side of downtown to the east side, TxDOT complete reconfigures the space through the lower White Oak Bayou Greenway and Near Northside.
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The result is 7 new overpasses of both I-10 and I-45 across the White Oak Greenway and right up against the southern edge of the bayou itself.

FLIP BACK AND FORTH A COUPLE OF TIMES.




VIEW OF PROPOSED TxDOT HIGHWAYS
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Aside from the obvious impacts, the problem we have is that TxDOT’s DEIS does not even acknowledge this as impact to open space or parkland. Their position is that so long has the hike / bike trail is maintained under the new freeway, no impact occurs.

This is TxDOT’s own animation showing the new over passes with 21 lanes of traffic over the Greenway.




WHITE OAK BAYOU GREENWAY LOOKING TOWARDS DOWNTOWN

More before and 
after photos

Credit others
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Another view from the Greenway looking downtown. Note that you barely see the existing freeway from here.




WHITE OAK BAYOU GREENWAY LOOKING TOWARDS DOWNTOWN

More before and 
after photos

Credit others
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You will see the freeways very clearly in the new configuration




WHITE OAK BAYOU GREENWAY LOOKING NORTHWEST TOWARDS HOGAN 
STREET FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON DOWNTOWN
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This is the view from near UHD looking upstream




WHITE OAK BAYOU GREENWAY LOOKING NORTHWEST TOWARDS HOGAN 
STREET FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON DOWNTOWN
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This is the view of the proposed overpasses. Note that not only will the sky be covered but so will the vegetation below. These views are not shown in the DEIS by the way.




ECOLOGY IMPACT - 81 SPECIES OF BIRDS IDENTIFIED WITHIN THE IMPACT ZONE

SWAINSON’S HAWK

WESTERN KINGBIRD

AMERICAN KESTREL

BELTED KINGFISHER

ANHINGAOSPREY

SAVANNA SPARROW

SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER

16

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are birds have actually been spotted by neighbors in the Greenway at this location. Their habitat will be removed.
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The total net impact in just this stretch of lower White Oak Bayou will be 18 acres of lost open space.

Note that new freeway ramps will also clip Freed Nature Park. TxDOT says that this poses only a deminimus impact because the overpass does not affect any active use. Of course, noisy new freeways over a nature park are, by their nature, significant impacts. 

The City has so far resisted TxDOT’s request to agree with their deminimus impact determination. We urge the city to maintain that position until all the open space impacts are acknowledged and mitigated. 

Impacts to Parks is actually the strongest bargaining position the city has over TxDOT due to Section 4F of the federal transportation law which prohibits impacts to parkland unless the impact is determined to be diminimus or the impact is fully mitigated.




TWENTY LANES OF TRAFFIC OVER LITTLE WHITE OAK BAYOU AT I-45
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Through the Near Northside the new freeway pancakes out to a full 20 lanes wide, including dangerous three lane feeder roads cutting off the neighborhoods. 

Note Little White Bayou becomes a culvert or pipe as it crosses under I-45. That same condition currently  occurs between Woodland and Moody Parks too.



LITTLE WHITE OAK BAYOU AT I-610 AND I-45
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This is the I-45 / 610 interchange.

Note again that Little White Oak Bayou was converted to a culvert when 610 was originally built.




COMMUNITY IMPACTS - CHURCHES THREATENED BY I-45 EXPANSION

PHOTO: KAREN WARREN

GREATER MT. OLIVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
- 130+ YEAR HISTORY
- PREDOMINATELY AFRICAN-AMERICAN
- REBUILT AFTER IKE, RE-OPENED IN 2016

CENTRO CRISTIANO CHURCH
- 250 MEMBERS
- PREDOMINATELY SPANISH SPEAKING
- PROVIDES CHILDCARE SERVICES

OTHER COMMUNITY RESOURCE IMPACTS:
- CULINARY INSTITUTE LENORTE
- LEONEL CASTILLO COMMUNITY CENTER
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In making new interchange ramps at I-45 and 610 TxDOT will displace homes and this church which folks from Independence Heights will tell you means much more to them than a real estate transaction. This is the soul of the community.
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This is how the Near Northside Community looked before I-45. Little White Oak Bayou was a natural stream and the neighborhoods were knit together.
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I-45 converted LWOB to a drainage ditch and became a barrier between communities.
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AIR QUALITY IMPACTS

SCHOOLS IN IMPACT ZONE 23



NEAR NORTHSIDE – I-45 FLOODING AND NOISE
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Remember the culvert we discussed at 610?

The diagram at the left shows the 100 year flood plain in blue north and south of that culvert. From the culvert, the flood plain backs up into Independence Heights.

The middle diagram shows the flood way in dark blue a couple blocks wide on each side of the bayou.

By the way, existing infrastructure causes these flooding conditions all over Houston putting HCFCD in the position of buying out whole subdivisions upstream of railroad or highway pinch points.

The right diagram shows the intense noise impacts created by the highway through Independence Heights.

A central question exists in the minds of Bayou Preservation Association and others whether, given the existing highway flooding impacts, should TxDOT only be required to mitigate just the net increase in new paving created by I-45. Here, not only are there existing impacts to address, I-45  will be completely rebuilt. Like a new building replacing a tear down, shouldn’t the new highway project also be brought up to code? TxDOT has advised that they look to Steve Costello’s Task Force for guidance on this issue.




I-45 SECTION 1B CONCEPT PLAN AND SECTIONS
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Chip takes over.

The good news is that by reclaiming Little White Oak Bayou and the floodway, TxDOT can mitigate multiple impacts posed by I-45 while creating a true community asset.

Even in the limited areas where they are doing detention, TxDOT would simple carve out a hole, plant some trees and leave the highway exposed.

However, as long as TxDOT is buying land for ROW and detention, the could also buy the land within the floodway to create a true greenway. The land excavated for detention could be mounded along the highway to serve as both sound and visual impact mitigation. A now shielded greenspace could be landscaped as real park with landscaping, trails and other recreation features. The greenway would link into neighboring parks and across the freeway to more fully enhance the opportunity.
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This example already exists at Willow Waterhole where wet bottom detention has become parkland. 

(BTW, detention is the new major Houston park opportunity)

Dirt excavated for detention was mounded at edge of the park to………..
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Create a sound and visual barrier to I-90




BROOKLYN BRIDGE PARK

606 PARK, CHICAGO

AIR QUALITY / NOISE / VISUAL IMPACT SOLUTIONS
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Brooklyn and Chicago have advanced this concept to creative heights.



ROSE WALL – 606 PARK CHICAGO

AIR QUALITY / NOISE / VISUAL IMPACT SOLUTIONS
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Here is how the LWO Greenway works starting at Acres Home. At the northern end LWO is truly a drainage ditch within the floodway. Old car lots could be bought out for detention / new park saving surrounding homes. Downstream the greenway connects to HCFCD buyouts and existing parks.




I-45 SECTION 1B - CONCEPT PLAN AND BIRDSEYE
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Presentation Notes
As we move down into the Independence Heights floodway / flood plain, the greenway is even more integral with the highway with connections over to Northline mall and transit center plus surrounding neighborhood parks. 




I-45 SECTION 2 - CONCEPT PLAN AND BIRDSEYE
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Presentation Notes
South of 610, the greenway is integral with the highway and flows under a bridged freeway, rather than a culvert, as it connects to Moody Park and again under I-45 to Woodland Park and White Oak Greenway.




I-45 SECTION 3 - CONCEPT PLAN AND BIRDSEYE
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Downtown, White Oak Bayou Greenway flows into Buffalo Bayou Park and its East End extension with now a possible further connection along a Hardy Toll Road Greenway creating a comprehensive open space system.



Image of something destroyed
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This photo from one of our patrons is the view that community sees and treasures. This and the associated open space will be lost to I-45. Surely we can do much better than that.
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