
 
January 15, 2021 
 
Via Email 
Nicole Nason, Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
nicole.nason@dot.gov 
 
RE: Concerns on the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the North Houston 
Highway Improvement Project (NHHIP) 
 
Dear Administrator Nason,  
 
I am writing to share concerns regarding the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) Final              
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the North Houston Highway Improvement Project (NHHIP).            
I respectfully request that the Federal Highway Administration review Harris County’s comments and             
use its authority under the National Environmental Policy Act as well as the Memorandum of               
Understanding with TxDOT1 to intervene to ensure that TxDOT’s FEIS meets the spirit and letter of the                 
law for NEPA regarding this project. I am specifically requesting that the FHWA: 
 

● Conduct a monitoring review focused on this FEIS;  
● Respond to any compliance issues raised by any other federal agencies; and  
● Consider withdrawing the assignment of the USDOT Secretary’s responsibilities for this project.  

 
The North Houston Highway Improvement Project is a plan to realign and rebuild Interstate 45 (I-45)                
between downtown Houston and Beltway 8 North, and includes sections of Interstate 610, Interstate              
10, Interstate 69, and State Highway 288. This may be the largest highway construction project that                
Harris County residents will see in many of our lifetimes, and will undoubtedly impact our County for                 
generations to come. We believe this project should be carefully considered and designed to meet the                
diverse needs of our region’s future without unnecessarily displacing hundreds of families and             
businesses. 
 
Harris County’s comments to TxDOT on the FEIS have been transmitted separately to the Federal               
Highway Administration, and detail our concerns with the NHHIP and the FEIS:  

1 First Renewed Memorandum Of Understanding Between The Federal Highway Administration And The Texas Department Of Transportation 
Concerning State Of Texas Participation In The Project Delivery Program Pursuant To 23 U.S.C. 327. Federal Highway Administration and 
Texas Department of Transportation. Retrieved from https://ftp.txdot.gov/pub/txdot-info/env/nepa-assignment/2019-nepa-assignment-mou.pdf 
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● The FEIS as presented does not take into account the locally-preferred vision for the project,               
which has both broad community support and endorsements by numerous elected leaders and             
community organizations.2 This vision was developed through an unprecedented collaborative          
effort between Harris County, the City of Houston, and the Metropolitan Transit Authority             
(METRO), in conjunction with an extensive community engagement process. This vision           
proposes an alternative way for TxDOT to accomplish many of the safety, flood mitigation, and               
other benefits of the NHHIP while retaining the freeway’s current footprint to minimize the impact               
on existing homes, businesses, and communities. This vision has been thoroughly documented            
and voiced through multiple Harris County Commissioners Court resolutions and a letter and             
Technical Appendix from Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner to TxDOT.3 
 

● The FEIS as presented includes significant methodological flaws and omissions, including (i)            
inaccurate claims; (ii) unsound project structure and methodology; and (iii) omissions of critical             
and/or required information. For a detailed description of comments and concerns, please refer             
to Harris County’s comments to TxDOT on the FEIS. 

 
This project could be potentially transformative for Houston, Harris County, and our region; however,              
the right decision about this project can only be made if the project is fully documented and evaluated.                  
This FEIS is an inadequate environmental review and does not fully document the impacts and               
methodology for the NHHIP as required by law. 
 
I appreciate your consideration and attention to this important matter for Harris County and our               
communities.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Lina Hidalgo 
Harris County Judge  
 
Attachments 
Appendix A: Harris County Resolution, dated August 13, 2019 
Appendix B: Harris County Resolution, dated June 9, 2020 
Appendix C: Letter and Technical Appendix from Mayor Sylvester Turner to TxDOT, dated May 12, 

2020 

2 Posters. (2020). Make I-45 Better Coalition. https://i-45coalition.org/documents.  
3 See Appendices A, B, and C for more details.  
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Appendix A
Harris County Resolution 
August 13, 2019
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Appendix B
Harris County Resolution 
June 9, 2020



June 2, 2020 

AGENDA LETTER 

Commissioners Court  
1001 Preston Street, 9th Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 

Dear Commissioners:  

The following item is recommended for the June 9, 2020, Commissioners Court agenda: 

Request for approval of a resolution regarding the North Houston Highway Improvement 
Project (NHHIP). The resolution requests that the Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) do the following:  

1. Study an alternate configuration for Segments 1 & 2.
2. Work with the City of Houston, Harris County, and the Harris County Flood

Control District to appropriately mitigate any displacement of residents and
business owners.

3. Work with the City of Houston and Harris County to more fully address and
mitigate impacts to streets serving the Harris County courthouse and
administrative complex.

4. Provide significant opportunities for effective multilingual public engagement on
the foregoing studies and work.

Sincerely, 

Lina Hidalgo  
County Judge 

LH/jm 

320 566-569
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Appendix C
Letter and Technical Appendix from Mayor 
Sylvester Turner to the Texas Department 
of Transportation  
May 12, 2020
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