
CAN-077-Reverse Coral Decline-Hawaii 

Join us to save coral reefs 

     Vic Ferguson 

The World Federation for Coral Reef Conservation      281.971.7703       P.O. Box 311117     Houston Texas     77231 

 

1/17117 

 

Scientists Take Action to Reverse 
Coral Reef Declines on Maui 
By Maui Now 

Posted January 16, 2017, 01:02 PM HST 

 

Video Credit: Maui Nui Marine Resource Council 

In the last 20 years, 25% of 

Maui’s surveyed coral reefs 

have died and 50% are 

declining in health, according 

to the nonprofit Maui Nui 

Marine Resource Council. 

The organization is continuing 

efforts to reverse this trend, 

and in doing so, convened its 

Maui Coral Reef Recovery 

Team for its 14th meeting to 

provide specific guidance 

towards saving Maui’s coral 

reefs. 

Discussions centered on 

addressing land based 

sources of pollution, water quality monitoring, community-based management, and Governor Ige’s commitment to 

effectively managing 30% of Hawaiʻi’s nearshore ocean waters by 2030. 

“Maui’s coral reefs are some of the most well-developed reefs in Hawaiʻi. Unfortunately, they are facing serious 

threats – from land-based pollution to overfishing,” said Dr. Bob Richmond, Chair of the Maui Coral Reef Recovery 

Team and Director of UH Mānoa’s Kewalo Marine Laboratory. “Our goal is to support local, community-based 

solutions that will mitigate these threats.” 
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Come Face to Face with Sharks 

Visit Hawaii’s sharks, turtles, stingrays and thousands of tropical fish at Hawaii’s premier aquarium, Maui Ocean 

Center.  

SEE PHOTOS 

To address declining coral trends, MNMRC formed the MCRT in 2010. Comprised of leading coral reef scientists, 

resource managers, cultural advisors, and community members, the MCRT helps develop solutions for improving 

water quality, native fish populations, and coral reef health. 

Scientists have documented serious declines in the health and abundance of corals and reef fish populations at eight 

important coral reefs on Maui in the last 20 years. Major threats facing Maui’s reef include: land-based pollution, 

over-fishing, declining water quality, invasive algae, coastal development, recreational overuse, and climate change. 

Despite these declining trends, MCRT members agreed that reversing the decline of coral reef health is more likely to 

occur within Maui Nui than elsewhere in the Hawaiian Islands, due in part to the geographic connection between the 

four islands and the Network of Community Managed Makai Areas. 

“Maui Nui Marine Resource Council is a critical part of Maui’s reef recovery efforts and, with broad support from both 

the local and scientific communities, is well poised to locally lead Governor Ige’s 30×30 initiative,” said Dr. 

Richmond.  “Maui’s reefs are at a crossroads, and our actions in the next few years will determine the fate of these 

important ecosystems.” 

MNMRC formed the Maui Coral Reef Recovery Team in 2010  to help address major threats to Maui’s reefs. The 

MCRT is comprised of leading coral reef scientists, resource managers, and community members. 

> NEXT STORY 

Fishermen Safe After Boat Runs Aground off Lānaʻi 

https://www.mauioceancenter.com/
https://www.mauioceancenter.com/
https://www.mauioceancenter.com/
https://www.mauioceancenter.com/
http://mauinow.com/?p=222598
http://mauinow.com/?p=222598


CAN-077-Reverse Coral Decline-Hawaii 

Join us to save coral reefs 

     Vic Ferguson 

The World Federation for Coral Reef Conservation      281.971.7703       P.O. Box 311117     Houston Texas     77231 

 

< PREVIOUS STORY 

Police Investigation Underway on Amala Pl Near Wastewater Facility 
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Experts Strategize Future for Maui’s Coral Reefs 
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Findings Made at Hawaiian Archipelago’s “Oceanic Twilight Zone” 
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The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing”….Edmund Burke 
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