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IMAGE OF THE DAY BIOLOGY 29 JULY 2019 

1 MINUTE READ   

This coral needs to be flexible 
 

Mixing with the right bacteria can help survive climate change. 
 

 
A shallow coral reef in the study 

area in the Central Red Sea. 
ANNA ROIK 

 

The chances of this Red Sea coral 
surviving may depend to some 
extent on its relationships.  

German researchers have found 
that different corals take advantage 
of their symbiotic relationship with 
bacteria in different ways. 

Some can respond flexibly to 
changing environmental conditions 
by associating themselves with 
certain bacteria that can help them 
adapt, while others stick rigidly to 
their set ways, says lead 
researcher Christian Voolstra, from 
the University of Konstanz. 

The research was carried out over 21 months in the Red Sea near Jeddah in Saudi Arabia. 

https://cosmosmagazine.com/sections/image-of-the-day
https://cosmosmagazine.com/topics/biology
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In order to investigate changes in coral associated bacterial communities that are exposed to stress, Voolstra and 
colleagues transplanted fragments of the same coral colonies into marine environments exposed to varying 
degrees of human influence.  

Their findings are reported in the journal Nature Communications.: 
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For additional reading see The WFCRC Document Gallery for articles about: 

Public Service Announcements (PSA) 

Coral Alert Network (CAN) 

Emergency Reporting Reports (ERR) 

Call to Action (CTA) 

Marine Protected Areas (MPA) 

Marine Life Alert (MLA) 

Seismic and Oil Production Threats 

Natural Science Reports (NSR) 

Oil Spill Alerts (OSA) 

And other miscellaneous documents 

 

 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-019-10969-5
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