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HEDBERG CONFERENCES  

Geology of Middle America – The Gulf of Mexico, 

Yucatan, Caribbean, Grenada and Tobago Basins 

and Their Margins 

2-5 July 2018 

Recent industry discoveries/activity in the  

Middle Americas. 

Intense exploration is underway in the Mexican, SW Gulf of Mexico, extending to eastern Yucatán. The TGS multiclient 2D 

Gigante survey in the Gulf is the largest in the world. Together with coring and geochemical analysis it will allow detailed 

evaluation of the whole Campeche basin, where Mexico plans to drill its first pre-salt well, YAXXTAAB-1. 

 BHP has just signed a contract to drill in the Gulf and the Caribbean. The company holds large licenses offshore 

Trinidad & Tobago and Barbados and recently drilled the first Caribbean deepwater well – LeClerc–1, discovering 

gas (3-5 Tcf +deep oil shows – a new deepwater oil fairway?). Two more deepwater wells are planned. 

 SE of Trinidad BP has begun production from the Juniper gas field, is to develop the Angelin gas field and intends to 

drill five wells. 

 Anadarko/Ecopetrol discovered new play Kronos (1 Tcf+), Gorgon gas fields, offshore Colombia. 

 Ecopetrol/Petrobras/Repsol/Statoil discovered gas with Orca-1, offshore Colombia. 

 ENI drilled Amoca-3 in Mexico’s Campeche Bay, confirming reserves of 1 billion bbls oil. 

 ExxonMobil/Hess have made major (3.2 billion bbls) oil discoveries at Liza, Payara, Snoek, Liza Deep, Turbot 

(sandstones) and Ranger (new, carbonate play) offshore Guyana 

 ExxonMobil/Hess/Statoil have licensed adjacent acreage offshore Suriname. The Guyana-Suriname Basin is a new, 

world class oil region. 

 PDVSA/Repsol/Eni discovered gas at La Perla (16 TCF in new Palaeogene carbonate play, offshore NW Venezuela. 
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 Premier/Talos/Sierra discovered 1.4 – 2 billions bbls in the Zama-1 well, in a previously unexplored shallow area 

offshore Mexico. 

 Repsol/BP discovered 2 Tcf gas in Savannah and Macadamia wells SE of Trinidad, the largest discovery in the last 

10 years. 

 Repsol concluded a seismic survey in Guyana. 

 Shell is to develop Venezuela’s offshore Dragon gas field (part of the 15 Tcf, Rio Caribe, Mejillones, Patao, 

Mejillones, Dragon complex), linking it to Trinidad’s Hibiscus platform (the on-trend Hibiscus, Poinsettia, Chaconia 

fields, 2.4 Tcf). 

 Tullow is exploring offshore SW Jamaica (oil seeps) and is to record 3D seismic updip of Liza and in the adjacent 

Orinduik licence offshore Guyana. 

 ION Geophysical has expanded by 50% a seismic survey offshore Panama in response to increased industry interest 

and prefunding. 

 Grenada has a rumoured offshore gas discovery, Nutmeg-2. 

 Mexico’s Jan. 31 deepwater auction: ExxonMobil, Royal Dutch Shell , Chevron, BP, Statoil, Total, BHP Billiton, 

Lukoil, CNOOC. 

The new play discoveries of multi-Tcf gas and giant oil fields indicate great potential and herald increasing interest in the area. 

 

 

 

For additional reading see The WFCRC Document Gallery for articles about: 

 

 Public Service Announcements (PSA) 

 Coral Alert Network (CAN) 

 Emergency Reporting Reports (ERR) 

 Call to Action (CTA) 

 Marine Protected Areas (MPA) 

 Marine Life Alert (MLA) 

 Seismic and Oil Production Threats 

 Natural Science Reports (NSR) 

 Oil Spill Alerts (OSA) 

 And other miscellaneous documents 
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