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Human life depends on the benefits the ocean provides for 

health, well-being and economic growth. But we are using 

the ocean’s resources faster than they can naturally 

recover. There is a widening gap between the declining 

health of the ocean and the growing demand for its 

benefits. Securing healthy oceans and coasts to contribute 

to sustainable development requires widespread changes 

in how we manage our activities in and around coastal and 

marine areas. The need for change is clear as the impacts 

of over-exploitation, pollution, coastal development and 

climate change on oceans and coasts become increasingly 

visible. 

Marine protected areas offer one of the best options for 

maintaining or restoring the health of ocean and coastal 

ecosystems, particularly when they form part of holistic 

policy and integrated management systems. 

mailto:vic.ferguson@wfcrc.org
mailto:info@wfcrc.org
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources?f%5B0%5D=category%3A452&f%5B1%5D=type%3A53
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/frontiers-2017-emerging-issues-environmental-concern
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Strong 

governance 

that 

influences 

human 

behavior 

and reduces 

impacts on 

marine and 

coastal 

ecosystems 

is essential 

for marine 

protected 

areas to be truly effective. This Guide provides evidence-based advice on how to use the governance of marine 

protected areas to promote conservation and share sustainable marine resources. It has been developed using 

34 marine protected area case studies from around the world. It provides a governance framework and 

highlights key issues in order to address specific governance situations. 

The Sustainable Development Goals and targets on oceans recognize the need to combine biodiversity 

conservation and sustainable use, with a clear role for people and the equitable sharing of costs and benefits. 

The Guide shows how integrated governance can combine the roles of national governments, local 

communities, and market schemes to enhance the effectiveness of marine protected areas. There is no "one 

size fits all" solution. This guidance therefore provides a flexible approach to governance that can be relevant to 

any marine protected area. 

The case studies used in the Guide cover a variety of marine protected area types, including no-take, multiple-

use, small, large, remote, private, government-led, decentralized and community-led protected areas. They 

highlight different governance approaches, challenges faced, and solutions implemented to achieve 

conservation objectives. Further details can be found in the Case Study Compendium that supports the guide. 

Global in scope, the guide recognizes the essential aspects of gender, class and ethnicity-related equality as 

fundamental factors to achieving sustainable development goals and delivering effective and equitable 

governance of marine protected areas. 

People who can benefit from this Guide include planners, decision-makers and practitioners engaged in marine 

protected area development and implementation, or those who have a general interest in protected area 

governance. 

Ultimately, governing the oceans in a sustainable way could see marine protected areas as a driver - not a limit -

 for the vital economic and social benefits that we derive from the global ocean. 

Further resources: 

 Marine protected areas: Securing Benefits for Sustainable Development (Frontiers, 2017) 

 Explore the world’s marine protected areas 

 For further detail on the MPA Governance Project, University College London 

https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/frontiers-2017-emerging-issues-environmental-concern
https://www.protectedplanet.net/marine
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/marine-protected-area-governance/
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 Further details on UN Environments wider work on marine and coastal ecosystems 

 

 

https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/oceans-seas

