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GREAT BARRIER REEF STATUS 
DOWNGRADED TO  

VERY POOR FOR FIRST TIME 

AUGUST 30, 2019 

ENVIRONMENT / TOURISM 

The survival of the Great Barrier Reef continues to be threatened with the marine park's outlook today being 
downgraded today from "poor" to "very poor" due to coral bleaching and deforestation. 

https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/category/environment/
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/category/tourism/
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The Federal Government's Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) has published its latest five-yearly 
Outlook Report for the Reef, concluding for the first time that the long-term outlook for corals and reefs along the 
2300 kilometre long system was now “very poor”. 

The Great Barrier Reef cannot survive another decade of Federal Government inaction on the climate crisis, 
advises the Australian Marine Conservation Society (AMCS) following the downgrade. 

The 2019 Great Barrier Reef Outlook Report states: “without additional local, national and global action on the 
greatest threats, the overall outlook for the Great Barrier Reef’s ecosystem will remain very poor, with continuing 
consequences for its heritage values also. The window of opportunity to improve the Reef’s long-term future is now. 
Strong and effective management actions are urgent at global, regional and local scales. The Reef is core to 
Australia’s identity and improving its outlook is critical.” 

The report came hours after the Federal Government released the latest national greenhouse gas emissions data 
that show emissions for the 12 months to March had exceeded those of any year since the 2012/13 financial year. 

The AMCS advises that an official report also released today shows worsening water quality in five of six inshore 
regions of the Great Barrier Reef highlighting the urgency of the Queensland Government’s proposed regulations to 
reduce run-off from farming. 

The joint Queensland and Federal government report card for 2017 and 2018 gives a 'D grade' for the overall 
inshore condition of the Reef, advising that conditions had declined since the most recent 2016 report.  

The report card also shows the sugarcane industry was the only agricultural industry to score an 'E grade' for the 
adoption of land management practices. Only 9.8% of sugar cane land was managed using best farming practices, 
the report says. 

Imogen Zethoven, AMCS Director of Strategy notes "we’ve had nearly two decades to fix this problem but the rate 
of change is far too slow to clean up the Reef’s waters. The report card underlines the need for new laws to tackle 
agricultural runoff damaging the Great Barrier Reef.  

“The report card results make it clear that voluntary measures are not working fast enough to fix the problem of 
fertiliser and soil running off the catchment, muddying and contaminating the Reef’s waters.” 

The report card gives a water quality grade of D for the Fitzroy and Mackay/Whitsundays regions, saying conditions 
had declined since the last report in 2016 report. 

In the Wet Tropics, Burdekin and the Burnett Mary regions, water quality was given a 'C grade', but conditions had 
also declined since the last report. 

Only in the far north region of Cape York, where water quality was given a B mark, had the water quality conditions 
held steady. 

On targets to cut Dissolved Inorganic Nitrogen (DIN, from fertilisers) and sediment, the score card gives an E grade. 
Between July 2016 to June 2018, DIN was reduced by a mere 0.3% (16 tonnes) across the whole GBR catchment. 
Over the same period, sediment was reduced by 0.5% (about 29 kilotonnes).  

Zethoven added "this rate of progress is glacial. The adoption of best practice land management practices by some 
farmers in the Reef catchment is to be welcomed, but the rate of adoption is far too slow to prevent further 
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deterioration of inshore reef ecosystems such as inshore corals and seagrass meadows that are vital habitat for 
many Reef species. 

“This report makes it absolutely clear that regulations are needed to give the Reef a fighting chance in the face of all 
the threats it is dealing with.  

“Our Reef is a global tourism magnet: it supports 64,000 tourism jobs and generates $6.4 billion a year. We cannot 
afford to let poor water quality damage the Reef anymore.”  

The World Wide Fund for Nature-Australia Head of Oceans Richard Leck said these comprehensive reports were 
based on the best available science and are sombre reminders of the challenges the Reef faces. However, it’s not 
too late for the Reef and the solutions are in front of us. 

Global warming is the primary reason the Reef’s outlook was downgraded to very poor; pollution from farming is the 
major contributor to the Reef scoring D. 

Leck noted "the Reef 2050 Plan is required to be revamped next year and must take climate change seriously and 
regulations to reduce farm runoff currently before the Queensland Parliament must be passed. The science is 
irrefutable - the time for delay is over. 

“The Outlook Report makes one thing very clear, there is still time to secure a future for Australia’s Great Barrier 
Reef. 

“To achieve this, Australians must rise to the challenge of taking urgent and proportionate action on climate change. 

“As one of the world’s largest exporters of fossil fuels, this will require a national commitment to transition our 
current domestic and export coal energy base to 100% renewables by 2030." 

Leck went on to state "the benefits in rising to this challenge will not only help shore up Australia’s economic future, 
but also dramatically increase our ability to retain a vibrant and prospering Great Barrier Reef. 

“We know the Reef is resilient. Action on climate change and water quality will give the Reef the best opportunity to 
survive global warming.” 

In its 2015 decision, the World Heritage Committee said it would reconsider the Reef in 2020. That timing was so 
that it could evaluate progress based on the 2019 Outlook Report. 

Leck advised that the GBRMPA Outlook Report has major implications for the World Heritage Status of the Great 
Barrier Reef, adding "nobody wants to see the Reef placed on the List of World Heritage in Danger. 

“Australia can continue to fail on climate policy and remain a major coal exporter or Australia can turn around the 
Reef’s decline. But it can’t do both. That’s clear from the government’s own scientific reports.”   

Click here to access the reef report. 

Image of Sediment plumes Gladstone Harbour courtesy of WWF Australia 

Related Articles 

26th June 2019 - RESEARCH SHOWS GREAT BARRIER REEF VISITORS UNDERSTAND CLIMATE THREAT 

https://www.reefplan.qld.gov.au/tracking-progress/reef-report-card/2017-2018
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/research-shows-great-barrier-reef-visitors-understand-climate-threat
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23rd April 2019 - AUSTRALIAN MARINE CONSERVATION SOCIETY WELCOMES LABOR PROMISE TO 
RECLAIM GREAT BARRIER REEF FUNDING 

17th April 2019 - GREAT BARRIER REEF TOURISM OPERATORS CALL FOR URGENT ACTION FROM 
AUSTRALIA’S POLITICIANS 

12th March 2019 - AUSTRALIAN MARINE CONSERVATION SOCIETY SAYS RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS THE 
NEED FOR QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT TO CUT FARM POLLUTION 

17th February 2019 - THE AUSTRALIAN MARINE CONSERVATION SOCIETY CALLS FOR REALLOCATION 
OF $443 MILLION FUNDING 

12th December 2018 - AUSTRALIAN MARINE CONSERVATION SOCIETY DEMANDS ADANI COURT 
ADMISSION OF GREAT BARRIER REEF POLLUTION 

18th September 2018 - CORAL CRUSADERS NURSERY AIMS TO HELP GREAT BARRIER REEF 
REGENERATION 

8th June 2018 - CORAL BLEACHING LEADS TO FALL IN DOMESTIC TOURISM TO GREAT BARRIER REEF 

18th April 2018 - MASSIVE EXTINCTION OF GREAT BARRIER REEF CORAL DURING 2016 MARINE 
HEATWAVE 
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For additional reading see The WFCRC Document Gallery for articles about: 

Public Service Announcements (PSA)Coral Alert Network (CAN) 

Emergency Reporting Reports (ERR) 

Call to Action (CTA) 

Marine Protected Areas (MPA) 

Marine Life Alert (MLA) 

Seismic and Oil Production Threats 

Natural Science Reports (NSR) 

Oil Spill Alerts (OSA) 

And other miscellaneous documents 

https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/australian-marine-conservation-society-welcomes-labor-promise-to-reclaim-great-barrier-reef-grant
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/australian-marine-conservation-society-welcomes-labor-promise-to-reclaim-great-barrier-reef-grant
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/great-barrier-reef-tourism-operators-call-for-urgent-action
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/great-barrier-reef-tourism-operators-call-for-urgent-action
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/australian-marine-conservation-society-says-research-highlights-the-need-for-queensland-government-to-cut-farm-pollution
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/australian-marine-conservation-society-says-research-highlights-the-need-for-queensland-government-to-cut-farm-pollution
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/the-australian-marine-conservation-society-calls-for-reallocation-of-443-million-funding
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/the-australian-marine-conservation-society-calls-for-reallocation-of-443-million-funding
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/the-australian-marine-conservation-society-amcs-demands-adani-admit-in-court-to-polluting-the-great-barrier-reef
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/the-australian-marine-conservation-society-amcs-demands-adani-admit-in-court-to-polluting-the-great-barrier-reef
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/coral-crusaders-nursery-aims-to-help-great-barrier-reef-regeneration
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/coral-crusaders-nursery-aims-to-help-great-barrier-reef-regeneration
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/coral-bleaching-leads-to-fall-in-domestic-tourism-to-great-barrier-reef
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/massive-extinction-of-great-barrier-reef-coral-during-2016-marine-heatwave
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/massive-extinction-of-great-barrier-reef-coral-during-2016-marine-heatwave
http://www.wfcrc.org/
../../Personnel/Vic%20Ferguson/Bio/Profile%20Bio%20Vic%20Ferguson%201.18.18.pdf
../../Relief%20Without%20Borders/Relief%20Without%20Borders%20update%209.20.17.pdf
../../March%20for%20the%20Ocean/Poster%20for%20March%20for%20the%20Ocean.pdf
mailto:vferguson@wfcrc.org
http://www.wfcrc.org/geo-portal/document-gallery/

