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NIREAS Marine Research are urging the Fisheries and Marine Research Department to implement the law to end illegal shark fishing and to penalize all those breaking the law, especially those involved in tourist fishing trips.

Nireas is a registered non-profit and non-governmental organization involved in research - documentation, education and conservation with regard the marine environment.

“We’re especially glad because the Fisheries Department is taking a clear stand clarifying that national law strictly forbids fishing and loading onto a boat all types of shark and rays, (including) all professional tourist and fishing activities,” said Dr. Maria Hadjimichael, research associate at Nireas Marine Research.
Hadjimichael was referring to the illegal fishing of harmless, protected sharks such as the basking shark in the waters off the coast of the island, especially companies offering to take tourists out on a boat to hunt them

“The illegal business of ‘tourist shark fishing’ which has appeared over the last few years on our island, has catastrophic effects on threatened sea life and the fragile marine ecosystem in the Mediterranean,” said Hadjimichael.

Hadjimichael applauded the Fisheries Department for its stance but also expected them to fully investigate the complaints and strictly implement the law.

“That’s why Nireas has already handed over to the Fisheries Department the relevant information and evidence,” said Hadjimichael.

The cost of partaking in this activity can start at around €1,000 according to some of the websites of companies which offer it. A number of photos were also released on the internet and on Facebook. One shows a tourist pulling open the mouth of a basking shark with a rope while standing triumphantly over it. A video was also released showing tourists beating a shark to death with a hammer.
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