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DILLARD UNIVERSITY NATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
SPRING NATIONAL MEETING 

MAY 14, 2021 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the 2021 Spring National Meeting was held on May 14, 2021 
via Zoom. As this meeting was the same day as Baccalaureate1, Shirley J. Williams-Kane, 
National President, pre-recorded her portions of the meeting. No roll call was completed.  
 
Prior to the meeting start, Erica M. Williams, National First Vice President discussed the Zoom 
virtual meeting format with attendees around 3:05 PM Central.  
 
Call to Order/Welcome 
The Dillard University National Alumni Association May 14, 2021 National Spring 2021 
meeting was called to order by Shirley J. Williams-Kane, National President, via pre-recorded 
message at 3:07 PM Central.  
 
Invocation/Recognition of Deceased Alumni 
Life Member Rev. Otto Duncan led the invocation. Erica M. Williams, National First Vice 
President recognized the deceased alumni below.  

 

 

  

 
1 The National President represents the Association in person at Baccalaureate and Graduation.  
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President’s Update  
In a pre-recorded message, Shirley J. Williams-Kane, National President, shared an overview of 
the last two fiscal years based on the following slides:  
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University Updates 
Dr. Walter M. Kimbrough, Dillard University President, provided pre-recorded greetings to the 
Association and its members. He shared he would provide a more through State of the University 
address in the upcoming weeks. However, he shared the following during his message:  

• No major COVID-19 outbreaks on campus.  
• Dillard has been reaffirmed with accreditation body for a 10-year term.  
• The Freshman class has record class GPA and most talented academically.  
• The graduating pre-law students have all been admitted to law school (13 students 

attending - 100% law school admission rate) In addition, 4 or 5 students have admissible 
LSAT scores and GPAs who chose to defer.  

• No audit findings this fiscal year. In 2012, there were over 20 audit findings, so Dr. 
Kimbrough is excited that the University has reduced this number to 0.  

• The first artist-in-resident is PJ Morton. He hosted a DU got talent, and the winner won a 
record deal with Morton Records.  

• Board of Trustees Chair and DUNAA Life Member Michel Jones led the Maryland 
HBCU Settlement case.  

• Dillard University’s endowment hits new record with $105 million. This places Dillard in 
the top 8 HBCU endowments. 

• This was a record fundraising year with the largest gift ever from Mackenzie Scott of $5 
million. In addition, Dillard received $1 million from the Ray Charles Foundation.  
Giving Tuesday 2020 produced $750,000 in 24 hours. So, the goal is to shoot for $1 
million for Giving Tuesday 2021.  

 
Dr. Marc Barnes, Dillard University Vice President Institutional Advancement, provided pre-
recorded greetings to the Association and its members. He shared thanks to the outgoing 
executive board for their tireless commitment and welcomed the incoming executive board.  
Dr. Barnes shared that our alumni contributions are important. With the relevance of HBCUs, the 
common thread is the alumni. Dillard will continue to count on its alumni to sustain. With so 
many of students dealing with food insecurities, housing insecurities, homelessness, and other 
issues, Dillard comes to its alumni for support in the effort of ensure these students are able to 
achieve their dream of a Dillard degree.  
He thanked the alumni for stepping up the plate as 8 years ago the alumni giving rate was at 4%. 
Together, we have reached over 23% in recent years. While last year, we had a dip in the alumni 
giving rate due to the pandemic, we still achieved nearly 13%. We want to get to 30% to show 
that Dillard alumni are true to this.  
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2021-2023 Executive Board Election Results  
Erica M. Williams, National First Vice President presented the 2021-2023 Executive Board election 
results as presented below.  
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2021-2023 Executive Board Installation Ceremony 
The pre-recorded 2021-2023 Executive Board Installation Ceremony was presented to meeting 
attendees. The 2021-2023 Executive Board Installation Ceremony was led by Life Member Rev. 
Otto Duncan.  
 
Announcements 
In a pre-recorded video, Shirley J. Williams-Kane, National President, presented the following 
announcements.  
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Note: Unsung Award was presented by the Awards Committee during the Fall 2020 National 
Meeting. Recipients were nominated by members of their chapter for the “Unsung Alum”  as they go 
above and beyond to support their local chapter. 
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After announcements, Erica M. Williams, National First Vice President, provided an opportunity for 
attendees to ask any questions. While brief dialogue was had, no questions were asked.  
 
Meeting ended at 4:17 PM Central with the playing of Fair Dillard.  
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Meeting Attendee List 
Meeting attendees for the May 14, 2021 Meeting are listed below.  

1 Shelita Cannon-Hoey Annual 
2 Arlayn Ladson-Castle Annual 
3 Prophet Afreda Hygh Annual 
4 TAMIYAH FLETCHER Annual 
5 Tanisha Johnson Annual 
6 Linda Haughton Annual 
7 Arielle Edwards Annual 
8 Katina Johnson Annual 
9 Kristin Clarkson Annual 

10 Nicole Williams Annual 
11 Rebecca Armstrong Annual 
12 Tevon Blair Annual 
13 Christine Mitchell Annual 
14 Pedronia Turner Annual 
15 Charlie Coleman III Annual 
16 Erica Williams Life 
17 Sharon Cannon Life 
18 Phyllis Ball Life 
19 Mack McGinnis Life 
20 Candis Milbourne Life 
21 LaQuinta Golliday Life 
22 Joshua Williams Life 
23 Crystal Allen Dallas Life 
24 Otto Duncan Life 
25 Jerome Wilson Life 
26 Kabrina Smith Life 
27 Jannie Bonner Life 
28 Renee Airhuoyo Life 
29 Cheryl Reid Life 
30 Malik Bartholomew Life 
31 Racquell Garrett Life 
32 SHERMONA JOSEPH Life 
33 Shirley Williams Kane Life 
34 Rev. James Parrish Smith Life 
35 Constance Parks Life 
36 Ronnie Ursin Life 
37 WARREN JONES, MD Life 
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38 Regenia Moore-Lee Life 
39 Cherylann Foster Westerfield Life 
40 Erienne Lewis Recent Graduate 

 
Note: Members who attended the Spring 2021 meeting received post-meeting via email the 
following documents:  

• April 2021 Financial Secretary Report 
• April 2021 Treasurer Report 
• Chapter Reports (Received Prior to May 2021) 
• November 14, 2020 Fall National Meeting Minutes (Note: These meeting minutes still need to be 

approved.) 

 
 
 

DUNAA April 2021 
FinSec (1).pdf

Treasurer Report - 
April 2021 (1).pdf

2021 National 
Spring Meeting Cha     


