Bridge at the Lunatic Fringe --  Number 1 – 
Morton’s Fork or Wolf’s Conundrum?
It was late Tuesday evening, with one 3-board round to go at the regular duplicate game of the Lunatic Fringe Bridge Club.  Professor Lobochevsky and Roger, who had been outrageously “fixed” throughout the evening, were surely out of contention, or so the professor thought.  
The professor was head of the Department of Encyclopedic Studies at Kitchy Koo University (so nicknamed because it offered studies in whatever tickled your fancy).  As a side, he occasionally conducted private bridge lessons, and several regulars at the Lunatic Fringe Tuesday night game were his former students.
For the final round the new partnership of Majorca and Minna came to the table.  Majorca was an earnest, up-and-coming player, a demure matron who had taken up bridge seriously when her husband passed away almost 2 years ago.  
Minna was an experienced player… a woman of gargantuan proportions and appetites,  whose bidding was rock-solid dependable, if not imaginative.   
On the first board of the final round, Roger as dealer sensibly passed his awful 12-count, and Minna likewise passed.  

      
       Roger  (North)
    
      ^S QJ75

    
      ^H AJ4

    
      ^D Q106

    
      ^C Q62

Majorca (West)     
    Minna (East)
^S A93                
    ^S 10862

^H 95                  
    ^H 762

^D AJ75               
   ^D 832

^C 10754             
   ^C A98

Professor Lobochevsky (South)
    
     ^S K4

     
     ^H KQ1083

     
     ^D K94

     
     ^C KJ3

Dealer: North;  Neither side vulnerable

West     North    East     South

 Pass     Pass     Pass     1^H      

 Pass     2^C      Pass     2 NT     

 Pass     3 NT     All Pass 

The professor had a choice of opening bids, and chose to open with his 5-card major, knowing Roger’s strong preference to always open the major rather than 1 NT.  (Playing with his regular partner, Professor Lobochevsky would have opened this hand 1 NT.)

Roger twitched slightly as he used reverse Drury to show heart support and near-opening values.  This nervous tic acted up whenever Roger employed some bidding gadget that he feared partner might forget.

With solid values and protected Kings all around, the professor rebid 2NT, and Roger happily raised to three.  
Majorca led a 4th best 5 of diamonds, and was a bit distressed when the professor won the trick with the nine.  She had learned enough bridge to realize that she had eliminated a guess for the jack; but in fact the diamond lead was as good as any.  
The professor could see that 3 NT was a cinch.  He could use his honor sequences in either spades or clubs to establish 2 tricks in that suit, plus a second trick in diamonds, and five off the top in hearts.

But in a pairs contest, 3NT would not be enough.  With the eight-card fit, many pairs would play a 4-heart contract, making 4 easily (barring awful distribution).  In 3NT, there was a clear danger of losing a trick to the thirteenth diamond in addition to the three aces.
The professor knew therefore that he needed the overtrick in 3 NT, and thought that the best chance was to try to “sneak a trick thru” in either spades or clubs.  If the opponents did not immediately take their Ace, he could then switch to the other black suit to make his overtrick.  Having won the opening lead in the closed hand, at trick 2 the professor put the four of spades on the table.  

Majorca hesitated as to whether to play 2nd hand low.  Her feminine instinct told her that there was chicanery afoot.  Lobochevsky’s slightly crooked grin was highly suggestive of this.  So perhaps she should go against the rule and put up the ace immediately.  

Her hesitation made it clear that she held the Ace, and as she pondered, the professor realized that he was about to make his overtrick whether she took her ace immediately or not.  Majorca faced a conundrum:  If she took her Ace, she would give up a third spade trick.  If she played 2nd hand low, the professor would switch to clubs.

Majorca finally elected to play low on the grounds that she could more easily justify her play in any post-mortem, following the “2nd hand low” rule, rather than defending her feminine intuition.  The professor won the trick in dummy, switched to clubs and duly made his overtrick.

As the play concluded, Minna began to chastise the professor for his failure to play “the honor first out of the short hand” in the spade suit, totally missing the point of the hand.  The professor had taught his students this “rule” to avoid blocking a suit.  Roger quickly came to her rescue, preventing her from further embarrassing herself in her analysis of the hand, diverting her attention through the suggestion of food-- a stop at the Fortune Diner immediately after the game, for an overgenerous slice of their incredible blueberry cheesecake.  
This board turned out to be a tie for top, and with two other excellent results in the final round, Roger and the professor elevated their otherwise mediocre game to a 56%, which won the North-South direction in a tightly packed leader board..

In discussing the most interesting hands immediately after the session, I (the club’s proprieter) recognized the professor’s play as something akin to the Morten’s Fork coup.  But it was not a Morton’s Fork, which (according to the Encyclopedia of Bridge), involves the ability to discard a loser if second hand plays low.

A typical example of the Morton’s Fork Coup follows. 

             North

          ^S Q864

          ^H Q854

          ^D AK

          ^C K64

   West                East

^S 109                 ^S 3

^H A106              ^H J932

^D J10964           ^D Q8732

^C 1095              ^C QJ7

             South

          ^S AKJ752

          ^H K7

          ^D 5

          ^C A832

In a six spade contract, declarer wins the opening diamond lead, pulls trumps, and leads a low heart from the closed hand towards the Queen in dummy.  West is caught in a Morten’s Fork;  if he ducks the Ace, declarer will discard his King of hearts on the diamond winner, and lose only one club trick.  If West takes his Ace immediately, declarer will be able to take two club discards in hand (one each on diamond and heart winners), thereby avoiding a club loser.

So the professor’s play apparently had no name, although it was (in the professor’s view) equally as clever as the Morton’s Fork Coup, presenting the second-hand player with an impossible dilemma.  The play deserved a name.
I am pleased and honored to report that Professor Lobochevsky’s choice of a name is Wolf’s Conundrum Coup, named after 
Yours Truly
Al Wolf

Proprietor and Chief Correspondent
The Lunatic Fringe Bridge Club
