Bridge at the Lunatic Fringe --  Number 4 – 

Second hand Play, Part Two

In this article, I’ll continue with exceptions to the “2nd hand low” maxim.  In the last issue of The Kibitzer, I covered two exceptions:  (1) splitting honors, and (2) interfering with transportation to dummy, preventing the run of dummy’s long suit.

In this issue, I’ll tackle another– playing high as second hand in order to preserve a critical entry to partner’s hand.

Majorca (North)



S  K 6 4 2



H  K 8 5 


D  KQ J



C  9 5 3 

Prof. Lobochevski (West)
Warren (East)

S  Q 7 3


S   J 10 5 

H  Q J 10 4 2


H  7 6 3
D  9 7 2


D  10 6 4 3


C  A 6



C  K 4 2


Minna (South)

S  A 9 8



H  A 9



D  A 8 5


C  Q J 10 8 7

The auction was a very straightforward 1NT – 3NT.  The only noteworthy point is Majorca’s choice of bypassing Stayman with a perfectly flat hand, choosing the NT game, and possibly giving up finding a 4-4 spade fit.  With Minna’s actual hand, the final contract would be the same even after a Stayman inquiry.

Showing good technique, Minna allowed the opening lead of the Queen of hearts to hold the first trick, as she won the heart continuation with the Ace in the closed hand.  Had the hearts been divided 6-2, this first round “duck” would have guaranteed the contract as long as the club honors were split or Warren (East) had both (assuming heart length with West).   As the cards lie, the contract will always be defeated as long as East wins the first club lead and forces out the second heart stopper.  Declarer clearly must try to establish club tricks to make the contract, but the defense can then come to three hearts and two clubs for a one trick set.  
However, if West wins the first club lead, then East will have no hearts remaining upon winning the King of clubs.

Minna gave the defense a challenge by crossing to dummy with a diamond, and leading a club toward the closed hand.  The defense is much easier if declarer leads clubs out of hand—then it is easy for West to duck and allow East to win the first club lead.
Leading clubs from dummy put Warren as East to the test, and he was up to the challenge, ignoring “2nd hand low” to rise with the King.  The heart continuation forced out dummy’s remaining heart stopper, and allowed the Professor to take the setting heart tricks when he later gained the lead with the Ace of clubs.

When asked by a kibitzer how he knew to make this exceptional play, Warren replied that his play was very unlikely to cost a trick.  “If declarer is taking some sort of club finesse, then my King is doomed anyway.  There are adequate entries to dummy for declarer to repeat the finesse.  But if partner happens to have the Ace of clubs, then it is essential for me to win the first club lead.  Setting up and running partner’s heart suit looks to be the only way to beat this hand.”
