Bridge at the Lunatic Fringe – Number 2
One of the professor’s long-standing students was Violet MacDougal, who came back repeatedly for bridge lessons, without ever developing the least comprehension of the game.  Still, she had an uncanny ability to foil even the most carefully constructed of prepared hands.
Witness the following hand from Audrey Grant’s ACBL Heart Series on defense:  
      
   
    Majorca  (North)

    

      ^S J76

    

      ^H 97

    

      ^D 9863

    

      ^C QJ93

Lobochevsky (West)     
    Violet (East)

^S 942                

    ^S AQ

^H KJ64                  

    ^H AQ1085

^D A107               

    ^D 542

^C 765             

    ^C AK4

Arlene (South)

    

     ^S K10853

     

     ^H 32

     

     ^D KQJ

     

     ^C 1082

After a brief lecture on opening leads at suit contracts, they played a set of prepared hands.  With an odd number of students, the professor sat West, filling in as Violet’s partner.  Two of his more promising students sat North and South… Sitting North was Minna Myers, a recent duplicate addict;  and South was Arlene Twacky, who tended to be somewhat undisciplined in her bidding, but at least had sound card sense.
The point of the hand was the desirability of leading from a good sequence, even in preference to 4th best in a longer suit.  The expectation after a diamond lead was that declarer would pull trumps, try the spade finesse, and finish down one, losing 2 diamonds, a club and a spade.
The professor used this prepared hand for the first time in 1997, and many times since, in his Thursday afternoon Bridge Series at the Lunatic Fringe Bridge Club.  He had witnessed students declare and defend the hand with varying degrees of success.  When a spade was led, declarers invariably made the contract.
But only last year did Violet get to declare this hand, and she obliviously managed to upstage the intended object lesson of the hand with something quite more advanced.  
Having opened the bidding with one Heart, Violet as usual had to be persuaded to carry on, this counter to her natural instinct to pass at the very first opportunity, thereby giving herself a prayer of fulfilling her contracts.
The professor urged that following the raise, she should jump to Four Hearts; that even Three was too timid.
As intended, Arlene led the King of Diamonds.  Violet took her  Ace, and immediately played two rounds of trumps, ending in hand.  The mental effort of counting trumps and double-checking was exhausting, but she was proud of herself for having done it.
Now what?   She might like to try the spade finesse, but the only entry to dummy was with a high trump.  If she were to play a third round, she would suffer the embarrassment of everyone thinking that she had once again miscounted.  
In a quandary as to what to do next, she proceeded play quickly, and with as much bravura as she could muster.  She took her top club tricks and played a third club, won by Majorca.  As had been drummed into her, Majorca returned her partner’s suit, and after taking two diamond tricks, Arlene had to lead spades into declarer’s tenace, enabling Violet to make her contract.
The professor was pleased with this turn of events, as it enabled him to introduce the end play or throw-in to his better students.  He pointed out that the North hand could recognize what is about to happen, and not blindly lead back partner’s suit, but a spade instead, “taking partner off the end-play”.  Majorca had missed the opportunity for this expert play, but at least was beginning to appreciate the extent of exceptions to the famous bridge adages like “Always return your partner’s suit”.
Having had so few opportunities in the past to compliment Violet, the professor was effusive in his praise of her declarer technique, for if the end-play had failed, she had preserved a trump entry to dummy, and therefore could always try the spade finesse later.  Although the chance of a legitimate end play against best defense was remote, but there was plenty of opportunity for the defense to err.
Violet glowed over the professor’s compliments on her play.  She copied down the full hand, and for weeks showed it to friends as evidence of her burgeoning expertise.

In truth, all of the discussion of end plays was completely over Violet’s head, and what she took away from the discussion was that taking the Ace and King and then losing the third round was considered by the professor to be “brilliant”.  So she looked for Ace King third opposite three small in every hand she declared, and always played it that way--  even when there was a clear-cut way to eliminate the third round loser. 
