Bridge at the Lunatic Fringe --  Number 7 – 

Second hand Play, Part  Four
Taking partner off an end-play

In this article, I’ll cover another of the exceptions to the “2nd hand low” maxim.  This exception has to do with avoiding an end-play (or throw-in play) —avoiding a situation where you or your partner wins a trick at a point where any card led next is helpful to declarer.  The unattractive choices, giving up a trick, are conceding a ruff and discard, or leading into a tenace.
In general, the danger is easier to spot when you (rather than partner) are at risk of being thrown in.  Here it may be necessary to anticipate the situation well in advance, and unblock – getting rid of the awkward high card(s) with which you can be thrown in.
The situation may be more difficult to recognize when partner is in danger of being thrown in, and you have the opportunity to prevent it.  Here is the professor at work in such a situation, where a second hand high play is necessary to save partner. 


Majorca (North)


S  K 10 4 2



H  K 9 5 2


D  A 7 


C  K 8 7
Prof. Lobochevski (West)

Warren (East)

S  9 8




S  7 6

H  Q 8 3



H  A J 10 
D  Q J 10 6



D  9 5 3 2 


C  J 6 3 2



C  A 10 5 4 
Minna (South)

S  A Q J 5 3


H  7 6 4


D  K 8 4


C  Q 9 
The bidding:

S (Minna)
W(Professor)
N(Majorca)
E(Warren)

1S

Pass

2NT

Pass

4S

Pass

Pass

Pass

The bidding featured the Jacoby 2NT convention.  Majorca’s jump to 2NT promised      4-card spade support, opening bid values, and denied a singleton or void.  (A hand with a similar values, but containing a singleton or void would respond with a splinter bid, identifying the shortness.)
Minna’s rebid of 4 Spades showed a minimum opening bid, the principle of fast arrival.
The play was straight-forward.  Minna won the diamond lead with the ace in dummy, and pulled trumps in two rounds.  She then played the King of diamonds and a ruffed the third round of diamonds in dummy.  Then a club to the Queen, Warren ducking, and a club back to King.  Warren now took the Ace, and exited with a third round of clubs…  his only safe exit, Minna ruffing.
Now the moment of truth was at hand.  On the lead of a low heart toward dummy, the professor put up the Queen in second hand.  Why?  The situation was all set up for Warren to be end-played.  If the professor carelessly played second hand low, Minna could insert the 9 from dummy, leaving Warren on play with no good exit.  A heart continuation would set up the King, and a minor suit lead would allow declarer to discard a heart loser from hand while ruffing in dummy.

It is important to note that the professor had a very good count on the entire hand, and was quite sure that Warren had the Ace of Hearts.  Declarer had already shown up with 12 high card points, and could not have the Ace of hearts as well, given that her bidding showed a minimum opening.

The professor remembered well a similar hand when he was partnered with Cecil Horne in a Regional pairs event.  In an almost identical situation, Cecil had put up the Queen, misreading declarer’s holding.  Declarer won the King in dummy, and led back towards his remaining A 10, finessing the professor’s Jack, and landing an “impossible” overtrick. That play, typical of Cecil’s penchant for making the “expert” play at the wrong time cost the pair a regional championship.
